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Book Fair After half term, during our PPT meetings, we are hosting another book fair. It will take place in the hall and will be 
open during the meeting times (and possibly at some other days/time, which will be announced.) Once again, we are using 
the Book People as the prices of books are very competitive. We also get a commission for every book sold, which we use 
for reading books for our library. 

School Uniform Reminder As you will know, uniform is worn at Portway to develop a sense of pride and identity. This 
includes shoes rather than trainers and PE kit in specific colours. All of the details are on the website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform (which also includes details on how to buy uniform). We also ask that no make-up is worn 
in school and hair is tidy and extreme styles/colours are avoided. Long hair should also be tied back during the school day. 
The wearing of jewellery, with the exception of watches and a small ear stud, is not ideal for school and should not be worn.  
Many thanks for your support with this. 

House Day - This Friday (15
th

 February) On Friday we have the first of our 4 House Days that will take place over the next 
2 terms. During the day the pupils will work with children from their house, rather than in classes, and will work with children 
of different ages. They will take part in 3 activities with 3 different teachers on Friday and, by the end of the summer term, 
they will have worked with several teachers from around the school. We have sent a note home to all children, who will be 
exploring Sikh art including henna patterns on hands/feet. We will be using water-based paints for this. If your child has a 
skin allergy or condition that we need to be aware of, then please let us know. There is a slip on the letter we sent home last 
week or if this has been misplaced then please write a note to your child’s classteacher. 

Goodbye Miss Marchment As we mentioned earlier this ½ term Miss Marchment finishes with us this Thursday. We are 
going to miss her a great deal after being with us for almost 10 years. We are delighted she will still be working with children 
across Hampshire and we know she will do a brilliant job! Good luck Miss M – and thank you for all you have done for 
Portway! 

                                                Tim Deery  

The following children were awarded a ‘Pride of Portway’ Certificate or a Special Mention in Celebration Assembly last week … 
   

Year 3: Grace Lucas, Travis Cadden, Lucy Odell, Ayun Roka Magar, Aidan Bishop-Barber, Harry Golding, Flavia Hiscox, Sidney Allen, Morgan Bremner 
Year 4: Lexi Glover, Lilly-Shannon Jeffery, Lenny Allen, Naziha Saleh, Piper Travell, Brooke Randall, Jack Dominy, Grace McCarthy, Lily Selvey 
Year 5: Kodi Wells, Owen Cook, Aayan Talukdar, Keira Hunter, Lucas Beale, Harvey Edwards-Hall, Hannah Salter, Alfie Irwin, Hadia Sajjad 
Year 6: Sophie Mountain, Jake Humphreys, Sophie Judd, Zach Fogarty, Callum Conduct, Charlie Mumford, Keiron Williams, Cole Heaton, Gethin Marshall, 
 Jamie Bai 

 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings – Thursday 28th February (Wed 27th for 3MO) & Friday 1st March 

All parents should have received a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. (Parents of 
3MO please read the note carefully as your PPT meetings will be on Wednesday 27th and 
Friday 1st March). A copy of the letter is on the website in the ’Portway Press and Other Letters’ 
section. The booking system is now open and so slots can be booked. If you can book a Friday 
appointment please try to do so.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

      Key Dates for your Diary 
Fri 15

th
 Feb   House Day 

Fri 15
th
 Feb   Last Day before ½ Term Break 

Mon 25
th
 Feb   School returns (no clubs this week due to PPT meetings) 

Wed 27
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings for 3MO only 

Thur 28
th
 Feb   Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Fri 1
st
 March   Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Thur 7
th
 March   World Book Day 

Wed 3
rd

 April    Year 4 showcase (evening – all Year 4 pupils) 
Fri 5

th
 April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

 

Day Closures 

Friday 1st March 
Friday 28th June 

 

Thank you for all of your supportive messages after our visit from OfSTED yesterday, we really do appreciate it. We 
knew OfSTED would probably be coming to see us at some time this academic year, but the way the system works is 
that we get a phone call at lunchtime to say they will be coming in the next day. It is all quite rushed and Tuesday was a 
very busy day, but we were pleased to get it done. We had, what is called, a section 8 visit because we have previously 
been rated as a good school. This meant it was a short inspection and essentially a monitoring visit to check on how the 
school is doing. We are not allowed to tell you the results until the letter has been published by OfSTED and this 
normally takes between 3-4 weeks (not including the ½ term break). As soon as this happens, we will make sure a copy 
is sent home. 
I cannot believe we are almost half way through the school year. It doesn’t seem very long ago that we were having the 
start the year meetings and welcoming everyone back from the summer holiday! I hope everyone has a good half term 
break before we return to school on Monday 25

th
 February. Please remember that during that week there are no after-

school clubs due to the PPT meetings taking pace. 

 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/uniform


 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting (For current Year 3 pupils) Wednesday 13 February 6:00  
 

After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court we are planning to repeat the experience in 
November this year. Don’t forget there is a meeting this evening for year 3 parents to find out about next 
year’s trip. So come along and find out all about it! (The meeting is intended for adults.)   
 
If you haven’t already sent a slip back so we have an idea of numbers, please give the office a call this 
afternoon, or email adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk 

 

 

PSA NEWS 
PSA Pennies for Portway The PSA are collecting old and 

unwanted currency in February. This is your chance to get rid 
of any old or unwanted currency while raising money for a 
wonderful cause. Simply bring in any new, old or foreign 
currency and add it to any one of the collection bottles, 
located at both infants and juniors reception. This is a great 
opportunity for the school to raise some much needed funds.  
All foreign coins and banknotes can be donated as well as 
any UK currency – even those that are out of date!  

Spring Fling The PSA will be holding a Spring Fling (a bit like 

a Christmas Fayre but just before Easter!) – More details to 
follow but please put the date in your diary – Thursday 4

th
 

April 5:00pm - 7:00pm. 

 

Year 6 Parents 
Graduation Ceremony at The Lights 

Friday 5th July 2:00 pm 
Please note the date of the 2019 year 6 graduation ceremony at 
The Lights has been confirmed as the afternoon of Friday 5th 
July. At the moment the ceremony is planned to start at about 
2:00 and should finish by 3:30 when you will be able to collect 
your son/daughter from the Lights (we will bring back to school 
any child that cannot be collected – and hold on to any siblings 
left at school.) As usual, space is going to be very tight indeed 
and we will allocate 1 ticket per family of year 6 pupils and then 
hold a ballot for families who would like an extra ticket for the 
spare seats. (There are only 240 seats in the auditorium and this 
has to include all of the 96 year 6 children plus our staff) Other 
family members are welcome to join us in the foyer of The Lights 
after the main presentations for photos, etc at about 2:45. 
Letters with further details, including the application for the ballot 
for extra tickets, will go out nearer the time but it would be a 
good idea to put the date in your diaries now. 

 

Year 3 Parents  
On Thursday 14th February from 3:10 until 4:00 
the children will be presenting some of their 
work on Ancient Egypt in a pop-up museum. 
The work will be on display in year 3 
classrooms. Parents and close relatives are 
invited to peruse the displays. The children will 
hopefully be able to explain what they have 
learned! 

Year 5 Parents  
On Wednesday 13th February for 5HW and 
Thursday 14th for 5CB &  5CF Year 5 will be sharing 
some of their work from their current science-based 
topic, ’Out Of This World’ and screening their 
documentary with a space theme. If you are able to 
attend then please come with your child back into 
the classrooms after everyone has left at 3:20. It 
should last no longer than 30 minutes and we would 
love to see you!  
 

World Book Day – Thursday 7th March To celebrate 
World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up as a 
book character. It is still a few weeks away but it is time to 
get your thinking caps on! It can be ANY character from 
ANY book. The only rule is you must know what book it is 
from when asked!  

 

Health Chiefs Warning on Mobile Phones 

There was an interesting article on the BBC News 
website last week about a report from UK’s four 
chief medical officers. It is worth a read if you get a 
moment. There is an extract below: 

“Mobile phones should be banned from the dinner table 
and bedtimes as part of a healthy approach to devices, 
the UK's four chief medical officers have said. Children 
should also take a break from screen-based activities 
every two hours, the government advisers said. And 
they added industry must do more to keep children 
safe. 

What does the guidance recommend parents do? 
There are several clear steps for parents, which the 
chief medical officers say will help keep children safe 
and healthy. 
These include: 
 not using phones and mobile devices at the dinner 

table - talking as a family is very important for 

development 

 keeping screens out of the bedroom at bedtime 

 talking as a family about keeping safe online and 

about cyber-bullying and what children should do if 

they are worried 

 not using phones when crossing a road or doing any 

other activity that requires a person's full attention 

 making sure children take a break from screens 

every two hours by getting up and being active 

 policing their own use too - parents should give their 

children proper attention and quality family time and 

never assume they are happy for pictures to be 

shared” 

 

Money As we approach the end of the financial year, we have to balance the books before they can be 
approved and audited by Hampshire County Council. If you have any unpaid dinner money, trip money or 
music tuition then could you please send it into the office asap. With school budgets becoming increasingly 
tight, we have to make sure that all debt is recovered and your help would be most appreciated. 

 


