Learning Together Achieving Forever

Portway Junior School

Welcome to the Portway Junior School Prospectus. It gives you important practical information about our school.
Further information about our special features can be found on our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk
The school was built around 1952, with the Year 3 unit being added in the 1970s. The school building is spacious
and attractive, and has been improved and updated over the years. We have an ICT suite with 32 computers,
which has been recently upgraded as well as a second suite of 16, a dedicated music room, Tortuga – our nurture
room and two well stocked libraries. We have two halls, one of which has a large stage that is used for
performances and assemblies.
Our school field extends to some seven acres and is marked out at various times during the year for a wide variety
of team sports and athletics to take place there. We are lucky to have our own school garden where we grow a
wide range of fruit and vegetables, as well as flowers.
The school is characterised by the strong partnerships which exist between the pupils, staff, parents and governors.
We believe in being open, friendly and honest in our communications. Every week we write and circulate a
newsletter known as the Portway Press, which keeps all in our community up-to-date with news and events. We
recognise that through the hard work and commitment of all those in school we have been able to build and
maintain our high standards.
We are very lucky to have a school that has modern facilities, but with a long tradition of being at the very heart of
the local community. I believe we offer a happy and friendly atmosphere where children can grow to their full
potential and become responsible and caring members of the community. The school has very good academic
standards but we are also proud of our achievements in sport, music, drama and art.
I am very proud to be the Headteacher at Portway Junior School. If you would like any further information or a
tour of the school, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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Learning Together,
Achieving Forever
Our mission statement “Learning Together, Achieving Forever” reflects our
understanding and beliefs. We aim to ensure that the children at our school are
provided
with high quality learning experiences based on a broad and balanced curriculum. It promotes the spiritual, moral,
cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school. This leads to a consistently high level of pupil
achievement, preparing pupils for the challenges, opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.

•be confident, resourceful,
enquiring and independent
learners
•think creatively and make
links between areas of
learning

•be equipped with
essential skills in Literacy,
Numeracy and ICT
•stimulate the best
progress and attainment
for all

•develop physical skills in
order to pursue a healthy
lifestyle, keeping
themselves and others
safe

show respect for
other cultures
and promote
positive attitudes
towards others

develop self
respect and
value others
ideas, feelings
and values

grow into
responsible
independent
citizens for the
21st century

understand their
community and
help them feel
valued within it

•develop an
understanding and
respect for the
environment

When the learning environment is:
challenging
and
stimulating

purposeful

well resourced
and clearly
labelled

organised to
make learning
accessible

encouraging
and
appreciative

happy and
welcoming

We believe effective learning happens
and pupils:
enjoy their
work

are
interested
and
motivated

achieve
success
and gain
approval

are
challenged
and
stimulated

clearly
understand

“Education is not the filling
of a pail, but the lighting of
a fire.
”William Butler Yeats (1865-1939)

are
confident

are aware
of
boundaries

make
mistakes
and take
risks

are
supported
by school
and home

We believe that, in order to be successful in learning, a ‘growth mindset’ is important. This belief is grounded in
research (Carol Dweck, Stanford University) and follows the understanding that, with practice and resilience, anyone can
achieve more than they thought they could.
In school this is shown with pupils aspiring to develop eight key characteristics. These are: resilience, perseverance,
and empathy, flexibility of mind, collaboration, ambition, risk-taking and initiative. Regular whole-school assemblies
help us to understand what these characteristics are and what they can ‘look like’.
In school the phrases: “Don’t stop until you are proud”, “I can’t do it … YET!” and “Proud to be Portway” help us to
remember to persevere when we face challenges and celebrate the results of this resilience.
Our Vision Statement was written by the pupils and summarises effectively what we are aiming to achieve with our
work on Growth Mindset.

“Good behaviour is a necessary condition for
effective learning to take place.”
This is the code of conduct for our school. It is intended to work alongside the class
charters, continuing our work as a rights respecting school, providing a clear and
consistent framework for managing behaviour within the school. At the heart of it is a belief that the behaviour
should be managed in a positive environment, which encourages children to make good behaviour choices. It helps
children to understand that they have a responsibility to manage their own behaviour and accept the
consequences of poor choices.

to know behaviour
expectations

to know the limits

recognition and
support

to be taught how to
choose responsible
behaviour (to make
good ‘choices’)

We respect
and value
ourselves
and others

We keep
hands, feet
and objects
to ourselves

We look after
our school
environment

We always
follow
instructions

We move
around quietly
and calmly

We strongly believe we should reward children who make good behaviour choices. We have developed a core set
of rewards for all but these will be supplemented by systems that work for individual classes. On Friday afternoon
we have our ‘Celebration Assembly’ where we highlight some of the achievements of individuals and groups during
the week.

House points

Stickers and
notes home

Pride of
Portway
Awards

Class
rewards

CAPS time

We also have a system called CAPS, which stands for Children Achieving at Portway School. On Friday afternoon we
offer the children a range of about 30 activities, which last for about ½ an hour, and are run by staff and parents.
The activities currently include football skills, bucket cricket, bubble blowing, film, Wii games, arts activities, various
sports, biscuit making and many more. Children choose an activity at the start of the week and, as long as they
make ‘good behaviour choices’ they take part in that activity at the end of the week.
There is a clear system of ‘consequences’ in place for when children make poor behaviour choices. Essentially the
steps are there in order to encourage children to make better choices. They are not ‘punishments’ as such but are
a way of getting children to take responsibility for their actions. The aim is to get children to accept they have
made a mistake and gives them a clear structure/hierarchy in order to make ‘better choices’.

Verbal warning
Recorded warning
Time out on your own
Time out working in another room
Parents informed
Sent to Deputy Head Teacher and reflection sheet completed

The core curriculum comprises:





English
Mathematics
Science
Computer Science

Children also study these foundation subjects as part of the National Curriculum:







Art and Design
Design Technology (DT)
History
Geography
Music
Physical Education (PE)

Children are also taught Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHE) and Modern Foreign Languages
(French) as well as Religious Education (RE)
Religious Education/Assemblies
This is provided for all children as part of the curriculum and is in accordance with the local agreed County Religious
Education syllabus, focusing on a range of worldwide religions. Assembly is an important part of the school day
when we meet together as a community. It is a time when we place emphasis on the development of values and
attitudes towards each other and the world around us. Assemblies are non-denominational and although they are
of a broadly Christian nature due consideration is given to the multicultural society in which we live. Parents have
the right to withdraw their children from religious education and collective worship should they so wish.
Sex & Relationship Education
An ongoing developmental programme goes on throughout school in PHSE. This includes sex education. In Years 5
and 6 this leads on to specifically learning about human reproduction. All teaching is within a framework that
recognises the importance of relationships and family life and the traditional values of respecting themselves and
each other. Parents will be invited to a meeting prior to the puberty and reproduction elements of the programme
where some of the materials used will be available. Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from sex
education lessons that fall outside the National Curriculum.
Special Educational Needs
Children who have Special Educational Needs in our school are given full access to the National Curriculum,
although in some cases, the curriculum has been adapted to suit the needs of the individual. They are supported by
both the class teacher and the learning support teacher who follow Individual Educational Plans for each special
needs child in their care. Work with the child can take place within the classroom, or in other rooms, whichever is
more appropriate.

Parents are always informed and involved with their child’s education and are invited to review their child’s
Individual Education Plans during the parent consultation meetings. Where necessary, support may be asked of the
available special needs services outside the school, such as medical and Psychological services.

Inclusion/Accessibility
At Portway Junior School we are fully committed to providing a fully accessible environment that values and
includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, social and cultural needs. We
are further committed to challenging attitudes about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of
awareness, tolerance and inclusion.
We plan to increase accessibility provision for all pupils, staff, parents and visitors to the school through our
accessibility plan, which can be obtained from the Head Teacher.
In order that children with disabilities are not disadvantaged the school liaises with the Local Authority when
necessary in order to ensure that adequate provision is made.
Medical Issues
Parental consent is always obtained before any medical examination and parents are always invited to attend.
However, it is assumed that parents have no objection to their child having hearing and vision tests. Please inform
the school if you do not wish your child to be tested.
School nurses no longer check children’s hair for head lice. As you probably realise, head lice are becoming more
and more resistant and are a menace in all schools. We do our utmost to ensure that any child found to have head
lice is treated at home immediately. Please contact the school if your child has been treated for head lice and rest
assured that this would always be dealt with in the strictest of confidence.
If your child is taken ill at school we will contact you to make arrangements to send the child home. In the event of
a serious accident, a child is taken straight to hospital and parents informed immediately. When your child starts
school, we give you a form to complete showing where we can reach you in an emergency. Please assist us by
ensuring that this information is kept up to date.
We are able to administer antibiotics or other short-term medication to children in school, but a form needs to be
completed before they can be dispensed. Please contact the school if you need to discuss any issue.

Attendance/Punctuality
For registration purposes it is essential that teachers distinguish between authorised and unauthorised absences
and therefore all parents must let the school know of illness, doctors or dentists appointments or hospital visits as
soon as possible. It is very important that parents notify the school by phone on the first morning of an absence
followed by a letter when they return to school.
The school day starts at 8.50 a.m. If your child is late for school he or she could lose their attendance mark for that
session. The first session of the day is probably the most important of all. The work for the day is discussed,
experiences and stories are shared. It is not to be missed.

If your child needs time out of school for a medical or dental appointment (or for any other reason) please let the
teacher know and keep such absences to a minimum. Please remember, however, that you must come and collect
him/her, as we are unable to allow children to leave school unattended within school hours.
Good attendance is encouraged and rewarded within school as children with good attendance are more likely to
make good progress.

In the summer term of Year 6, the children carry out the required Standard Assessment Tests (SATs). The table
below shows the most recent school results in addition to the national results and those for Hampshire.

Subject

School %

National %

Hampshire %

Reading

73

75

78

Writing (TA)

76

78

82

Mathematics

84

75

77

Reading/Writing/Maths

66

64

68

GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and
Spelling)

72

79

77

We are proud of the wide range of opportunities that we offer to children at our
school, either before school, at lunch time or after school. Here are some of activities that are run throughout the
school year:

Glee

Football

Tag Rugby

Eco Team

Performing
Arts

Gardening

Netball

Movie Club

Recorder

Girls
Football

Pot Luck

Homework

Art & Craft

Cricket

Rounders

Tennis

Cookery

Dance

School
Council

Gymnastics

Pre - School Care
Our “drop in” Breakfast Club allows for children to attend on an ad hoc basis, with toast or cereal and a drink
available for 80p per day. It starts at 8:15.

PortwayPlus+ After-School Care Facility
PortwayPlus+ is run by a team of playworkers and two part-time managers. It is based in the junior school dining
hall but makes use of areas in and around both schools, particularly our extensive grounds. Activities are very play
based and planned around the interests and ages of the children attending. The session includes a light snack.
Sessions run from the end of the school day at 3.20pm until 5.30pm. Each session costs £9. We are happy to accept
childcare vouchers but we will need notice to register with each different provider.
If you would like to book places for your child/children you will need to collect a Portway Plus+ User Agreement
and Registration Form from either school office and, when these have been signed and returned, we will provide
you with a login to access the ‘online only’ booking and payment system. Places are allocated on a first come first
served basis.

These form an essential part of supporting learning at Portway Junior School and take place on a regular basis. As
well as visits to local destinations and those which are further afield, opportunities are provided for each year
group to have “themed days” in school, for example Victorian Day and Roman Day. Year 4 children go to Hooke
Court for 3 days and 2 nights for a history themed residential trip, whilst 6 children are taken for a week to Calshot
Activity Centre. Both residential trips provide children with invaluable chances to take part in a wide range of
activities led by qualified instructors. They also learn useful social lessons which help in preparing them for
secondary school.
Please see http://www.hookecourt.co.uk and http://www.calshot.com/ for more information about the venues.

At Portway, we consider it essential that we work in
partnership with you to ensure the best for your
children. Parents have their part to play in this
relationship. Responsibilities include ensuring children get to school on time, ensuring that they attend school,
support children by listening to reading and assisting with homework tasks set at school and keeping the school
informed of any concerns they may have about a child’s welfare. We also expect that you contact the school
regarding your child’s absence and follow this up with written confirmation of why they were off upon their return.
You are your child’s first and most important educator. At Portway Junior School we value and appreciate the
important role you have to play in supporting your child and developing a positive attitude to school and learning.
Research has shown that children learn best when home and school work in partnership. We offer a wide range of
opportunities for parents to actively participate in supporting their children in school.

 Family Support Worker: Gemma Sacree, our Family Support Worker offers ‘pop in’ opportunities for
parents as well as running a parenting course throughout each term.
 PSA: The PSA organise a range of activities and social events throughout the school year that contribute
greatly to the school’s funds. They are always on the hunt for new members to support their valuable
work. Please contact the school office if you are interested in becoming involved.
 Parent/Teacher Consultation Day and Evenings: This is a chance to find out how your child is settling in
and performing academically. They take place in the autumn and spring terms.
 Open Afternoon: This is an opportunity to come to school and see children’s work at the end of the school
year, and discuss your child’s report with their teacher. It is also an opportunity to meet your child’s new
class teacher.
 Portway Press: Our newsletter comes home to parents every Wednesday and celebrates the achievements
of individuals, classes or year groups, as well as giving key information about upcoming dates and other
important messages.
 Curriculum Evenings, Workshops and Web Resources: These are opportunities for you to find out more
about the way we teach and learn at Portway. They allow for you to come along either with or without
your children to complete hands on activities or see examples of how your children learn. The web
resources can be found at www.portwayjunior.co.uk and help you understand how we teach your child
maths.

 CAPS time: Parents are essential in helping us to provide our “Children Achieving at Portway
School” reward time on Friday afternoons from 2pm – 2.30pm. If you are interested in helping out
then please get in touch.
 Teachers are available for very short discussions after school. Longer appointments can be
booked directly with the teacher or through the school office.

Uniform is worn at Portway Junior School to develop a sense of pride, identity
and belonging in being a member of the school community.

Girls School Uniform
Winter Uniform

Summer Uniform

Black or grey skirt, pinafore dress or
Blue and white summer dress
trousers
(optional)
Pale blue polo shirt
School sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece
Black shoes & dark or white socks/tights Black shoes & dark or white socks
Boys School Uniform
Winter Uniform
Summer Uniform
Black or grey trousers
Black or grey short trousers (optional)
Pale blue polo shirt
Pale blue polo shirt
School sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece
School sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece
Black shoes & dark socks
Black shoes & dark socks
PE Uniform
Pale blue round necked T-shirt
Royal blue PE shorts
A tracksuit should be worn in winter
(available for order around October)

Trainers or black plimsolls
Items can be purchased online through the school website (See Key Information)
PE bags, school book bags and water bottles are also available.
No jewellery must be worn in school. If your child has pierced ears, small studs are
permitted. However these MUST be removed by the child for PE.

By Car
From A34, exit onto A303 toward A343/Salisbury/Andover
Take the exit toward Ludgershall/Monxton/Fyfield/Weyhill
At the roundabout, take the 3rd exit onto A343
At the roundabout, take the 3rd exit onto B3402/Weyhill Road, and at next roundabout take the 2nd exit.
Continue down Weyhill Road taking the first left turn onto Upper Drove. The school is on your right.
Parking
Parking is available along Upper Drove.
Facilities
There is disabled access and disabled facilities in school.

