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PTA Bauble Decorating Competition Join in the Christmas fun with the Bauble Competition! Simply purchase a bauble for 
£2 each, decorate it in any way that you choose and then return it to school by the morning of Thursday 17th of December.  
Baubles will be chosen by the judges from each group to win fantastic prizes. Fill in the details on the flyer that came home 
today (or write the details on a piece of paper) with the entry fee, put in an envelope and send into school. Please label the 
envelope PTA Christmas Baubles and also label the baubles as well when they are sent into school.                                                                                                            

PTA Raffle Tickets All tickets need to be returned by Friday 4
th
 December at 9:00 am at the VERY latest. Please return any 

unsold tickets to school but please sell as many as you can. After missing out on Summer Fete and Christmas Fayre, 
fundraising is a little challenging this year! Many thanks. 

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

  
Key Dates for your Diary 

Mon 30
th

 Nov Christmas Post Boxes open! 
Fri 4

th
 Dec Last Day for Raffle Tickets 

Mon 14
th

 Dec Christmas Week in School 
Thur 17

th
 Dec Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up day 

Fri 18
th

 Dec Term Ends - early finish  

 12:55  Year 3 
 1:00 Year 5 
 1:05 Year 4  
 1:10 Year 6 

 

As I write this, it is just over 2 weeks until the end of term. I must admit it has been a very long term for both pupils and 
staff, and signs of weariness are starting to creep in. I think everyone is really looking forward to Christmas, whilst 
knowing it won’t be the same as usual. Hopefully, it will still be an enjoyable period and a little relief during these 
challenging times. The good news is the infection rate looks to be falling, but it is also clear we are going to be living with 
some restrictions for quite a while. 

Obviously, everyone is planning their own Christmas celebrations and trying to work out how easing lockdown restrictions 
for 5 days and the ‘Christmas bubbles’ will affect them and their family. My family have traditionally all got together but we 
have decided that it would be too much of a risk, especially for the older members of the family (and that includes me! )  

From a school point of view, we need to do everything we can in the run up to 
Christmas, to avoid doing anything that might spoil plans for families and result in 
them having to isolate during the festive period. So in school we won’t be 
relaxing any of our rules in order to protect pupils and staff. During the last 2 
weeks of term I would also urge parents to keep a special eye out for the 3 main 
symptoms of coronavirus, as well as normal winter illness. An outbreak in school 
at the end of term could have a devastating effect on family plans for Christmas 
and we need to work together to ensure this doesn’t happen. The good news is 
the testing and returning of results is much quicker than earlier this term. Last 
week a member of staff had symptoms but managed to get a test within 2 hours 
and got the result back within 24 hours, which was thankfully negative.  

So, as we reach the last couple of weeks of term, please self-isolate and get 
anyone tested in your household if they have any of the symptoms. Hopefully by 
working together we can avoid families being affected over the Christmas period. 
             Mr D 

 
 
 

Raffle tickets need to be returned by the end of this week,  
ready for the draw. The Hampers look amazing!  

Tickets are 50p each 
Any unsold tickets should be returned to the PTA for resale. 
Prizes are a variety of magnificent and themed hampers! There are  
lots to be won but a few examples are: 
 

The Pamper Hamper  A Family Film Night  The Great Outdoors 

First prize -  ‘Christmas in a Hamper’ – decorations & Christmas dinner 

including a Christmas tree donated by Nigel Woodman’s Trees 

Winning tickets will be drawn on the afternoon of 4th December. 

 

After Christmas 

Mon 4
th

 Jan Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term (normal time) 

Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School  

 

 



 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Christmas at Portway Junior 2020 – Diary & Events 
Christmas will look a little different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can still make it a special time. Some 
reminders below! 

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards can only be posted on Mondays & Tuesdays (last day for posting is 
Tuesday 15

th
 December).  Each year group will have a post box, and cards can only be for pupils/staff within 

their own year group. We will then ‘quarantine’ the cards until Friday morning, when they will be distributed. 

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that we can 
share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get the 
pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to make it available on 
our website for parents and friends to watch. 

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day: On Thursday 17
th
 December it will be our Christmas dinner (more 

details will come out shortly) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear as much or 
as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if 
you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you can be as creative as 
you like! 

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the 
‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Cinderella from last year. Our amazing 
PTA have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!) 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 18
th
 December and, as you know, we always finish slightly earlier on 

this day. We will still have a staggered finish to the day, as is now usual. Year 3 will finish at 12:55, Year 5 at 
1:00, Year 4 at 1:05 and Year 6 at 1:10. As is currently the case, we ask parents to pick and move off site as 
soon as possible.  Siblings, etc. can be picked up earlier as well. 

 

 

 

 
Social Media – is it suitable for my child? 

Many parents don’t realise that the minimum age for 
YouTube is 13 years old with parental permission; 
most social networking sites, like Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter, also have a minimum age of 
at least 13. Even messaging services like WhatsApp 
have a 16 age minimum. There is a YouTube kid’s 
app, which many people use to give restricted 
access to their children, which is certainly better than 
open access. The YouTube Kids app does include 
some extra layer of filters but it doesn’t work 100% of 
the time and it can let some unsavoury content 
through. So even if you use the app it is worth 
keeping an eye on your son/daughter if they are 
using it. There are lots of comments online about this 
– just put it into google to have a look.  

We strongly encourage parents not to let children who are not old 
enough to use these sites. We regularly have contact from parents 
who have had difficulties arising from social media and most of them 
could have been avoided if the children were not on these sites. 
Primary-aged children are not ready to deal with some of the issues 
so please check what your child is doing online. 

More details can be found in the wellbeing section of our website. 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Planting at Harmony Woods 
On Friday 20

th
 November 4 pupils from 3AW went to Harmony Woods to plant some trees. Harmony Woods 

is a community woodland near Augusta Part and Portway pupils have been planting trees there since the 

project started 10 years ago. We travelled on the school minibus with Mrs Walker.  

When we got to the woods, we worked together as a team to plant an oak tree.  This is a special Portway 

Junior School oak tree and it is in a part of the woodland called an arboretum, which has a lot of native British 

trees in it.  All the different schools across Andover have a tree there.  We felt special to have an oak tree! 

After that, we worked in pairs to plant 6 more trees which are part of the hedge running around the site. 

It was hard work but we enjoyed it and know that we are doing a valuable job to help plant a woodland which 

will be there for us and our friends and families to enjoy for many years to come. 

By Ollie Thomas Colwell, Daniel Ayres, Kerenza Hocking and Poppy Harris (Year 3) 

 

Parking/Stopping on Yellow Zig Zags & 
in the bus stop area on Upper Drove 

 
 

 

Please can parents avoid parking/stopping on the 
yellow zig zag line in the turning circle on 
Ashfield Road. The Highway Code is very clear that 

stopping or waiting is strictly prohibited and these 
areas should be kept clear of stationary vehicles, 
even if picking up or setting down children.  

We also ask parents not to park or stop on the bus 
stop marked area on Upper Drove. This area 
provides a passing point for cars and this is essential 
during the busy times at the start and the end of the 
day. Planning extra time for dropping off and picking 
up is essential to avoid having to stop in these areas.  

We know parking is very challenging around our 
schools but it is really important that these areas are 
kept clear. Can we also ask everyone not to use the 
area by the top gate on Upper Drove as a turning 
area. With lots of children and families around at the 
start and end of the day, it could be very dangerous.   

 

 

 

 


