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I am sure, like me, many of you listened to the Prime Minister’s announcement last week in relation to schools remaining 
closed to the majority of pupils until at least the 8th March. At least we have some certainty, despite it being very 
disappointing news.  It was also useful to hear that we will also have 14 days’ notice of the intention to fully reopen 
schools. It means no last minute emails to parents!  We will continue to be fully committed to our remote provision for the 
vast majority of pupils, who are leaning from home, until we are told about the next stage. We have been delighted that 
the engagement has been so high and we will continue to review and develop our provision. Remember in addition to 
google classroom work, there is also a selection of ‘bonus activities’ on the website for anyone to use. 

As you may know, my 2 sons are now grown up and don’t live with me. The youngest moved into his own house a few 
weeks ago and I must admit it feels rather odd! It was a natural time to reflect on being a parent and I came to the 
conclusion that it is a very difficult job - with no training! As a parent it is very easy to become convinced that all other 
children are easier than yours. They sleep better, moan less, eat more vegetables, never tantrum, do more remote 
learning and their parents must be doing a better job. This is probably even more likely at the moment. So just want to 
remind you that I think you are doing an amazing job in almost impossible circumstances. So please do try and remember 
not to be too hard on yourselves if you are finding it tough. These are difficult and challenging times for us all and try not 
to compare yourselves with other people. Keep smiling and doing your best for your family– this will be over soon.  

I would like to, once again, pay tribute to all critical workers but particularly those working on the ‘front line’ within the 
NHS. During the first lockdown it seemed they were getting our thanks on a daily basis but it doesn’t quite feel the same 
this time. I know I am biased, as Mrs Deery is a NHS nurse, but I think the sacrifice they are making is incredible. I 
watched the report on Friday night’s edition of BBC South Today from a ward at Basingstoke hospital. Once again, it 
made me realise how lucky we are to have these people doing everything they can for us. It was clear they were very 
tired, and finding it really hard going at the moment, but they never gave up. Unfortunately the South Today edition is no 
longer available online but below is the link to the national NHS ‘Look into My Eyes’ 30 second advert. It was also filmed 
largely in Basingstoke hospital and reminds us all we still have an important job to do. By staying at home we can protect 
the NHS and, at the moment, this is probably the best way of showing them how thankful we are. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-Y4jXUZE0     

I know I say this quite often but can I, once again, thank you for all of the positive messages, etc. recently. I cannot 
pretend it isn’t a challenge at the moment. Trying to support pupils in school but at the same time providing remote 
learning is really hard and the staff are finding it tough. This is nothing like lockdown 1 and keeping the learning going for 
everyone is taking its toll. But your messages and flexibility make a huge difference and they are really appreciated. We 

are lucky to part of the Portway family.                                                                                           Mr D 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Flexible Fridays Our very first remote learning FLEXIBLE FRIDAY went very well and we heard about lots of non-screen 
activities taking place. So every Friday we will set some core learning, which should cover the morning, but the afternoons will 
be left clear of online activities. The idea is that children and families find something off-screen to do. It could be a family walk, 
one of our outdoor activities/challenges, a jigsaw, painting or something else creative. Mr D would love to see what you get up to 
- send him your pictures in the usual way.  

Devices for Remote Learning If are still struggling with lack of devices to access remote learning at home then we may be 
able to help. Just fill in the form (link below) and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

Device Request (If you the link doesn’t work then please email the school office.) 

Mr D’s Weekly Challenge Mr D really enjoyed seeing all of the cookery and recipe photographs – although it made him feel 
very hungry looking at them all! This week the challenge is to send a photo in linked to nature or wildlife in some way. It can be 
anything at all so let you imaginations run wild! As usual, the photographs can be emailed to portwaypics@gmail.com and need 
to be in by Thursday at 8:00pm to be included in Mr D’s Friday message. 

And finally… Some lovely news to finish! Mr Bailey-Hobbs (year 5 teacher) is going to be a dad! We are sure you will join us in 
sending our congratulations to him and his partner on their great news.  

      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

  
Job Vacancy @ Portway 

We are looking for a 1:1 Learning Support Assistant to join our team! All Details are in the vacancy section of our website. 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 

 

Stop Press: Message from Mrs Norton - has anyone got any Duplo (large lego) they would be willing to donate to the 
school? Please get in touch if you can help. Many thanks. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-Y4jXUZE0
https://forms.gle/rMGJvm8VgeeC2CJM9
mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Help & Advice Section: Our community continues to be very proactive in helping us out and sharing things they have 
stumbled across. Let us know if you spot anything and we’ll add to future editions! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been genuinely touched by these lovely offers of help and, during such a difficult and challenging time, 
have been encouraged to see that there can still be some good news! Thank you!  

 

Read all about our amazing week on Google Classrooms right here!  

Top Tips! 
Staff will sometimes communicate 

with children through their 
Portway Gmail accounts. This will 
be to find out if they’re okay and to 

offer any help they might need. 
Encourage your children to check 
their inbox from time to time and, 
if there is a message, to respond 

in the appropriate way.   

Well done to Year 3 for:  
 Handing in such great mini-
projects about Ancient Egypt.  

 Taking part in the Hampshire 
School Games and letting us 
know how you got on 

  Using Google Docs and 
Google Drawings independently 
to complete tasks and activities  

 Turning up to our Google 
Meets. It’s been really lovely to 
see everyone there and seeing 
the work that’s been completed!  

You’re doing reallY well! 

Well done to Year 4 for:  
 Producing brilliant work for our learning from Roald Dahl’s Esio Trot 

 Impressive work on fractions and adding fractions together. 
 Keeping fit by making good use of Stormbreak and Hampshire School Games plans.  

 Wonderful art work, creating watercolours similar to Claude Monet – these have been a 
real hit!  

You’re learning fast! 
 

 
 

Well done to Year 5 for:  
 Great descriptive language and 
fabulous imaginations in the How To 
Train Your Dragon stories.  

 Working really hard at fractions online – 
using teacher videos excellently to help.  

 Wowing teachers with computer skills 
used to produce detailed work on the 
Vikings  

 Continued practice of handwriting & this 
is showing improvements.  

Nice Going! 
 
 
 

Well done to Year 6 for:  
 Working together – getting in touch with 
each other & helping each other just as if 
you were in class!  

 Regularly commenting on the things you 
enjoy about a lesson. We like hearing this!  

 Responding well to giving evidence of 
your work – asking for help to upload 
photos 

 Regularly turning up at our class 
GoogleMeets – seeing so many of you is 
the highlight of our week!  

Nice work! 
 

Have a great  FLEXIBLE FRIDAY on the 5
th
! Let us know how you get on!  

 

Well done to everyone for this last week of learning on Google Classroom. It’s not particularly 
easy for any of us to be learning this way and everyone – children, teachers, parents and TAs – 
are doing really well. We are proud of everyone in our school community for trying their best, 
staying in touch and talking to people when they need to. We can do this together!  
 

Why is reading so important? 
Just take a moment to think about all the times in one day when  
you read… it might be for a lesson or work task, to read instructions 
on a game or packet of food, or to read and understand signs when 
driving or catching a bus. Reading isn’t just a task to do; it’s 
something that helps us understand the world around us. Reading 
for pleasure is also an escape – we can visit new places in our 
imaginations, have adventures and escape from our usual everyday 
life. Practising the skills of reading are important for our children to  
have the best chance they can to be successful adults – please  
try to keep this up at home. Just 10 minutes daily can make all  
the difference!  

Skipping and Dance 
Competitions! 

The Hampshire School Games 
Organisers have planned two sports 
competitions for pupils in order to 
make the most of Healthy Heart 
February! There is a skipping 
competition and a dance competition! 
All the information about both events 
can be found on our website and by 
clicking the link below:  
Skipping and Dance Competition Info. 

Good luck!   

School Website We try our best to keep our 
website up-to-date. There are sections on 
wellbeing, online safety, family welfare support, 
bonus learning activities and much more. If you 
are struggling with things at home, it is a good 
place to start to find advice and support.  All of the 
key information is included on the front page so 
please check it out. It also has all back copies of 
the Portway Press and any other notes/letters that 
we have sent out. www.portwayjunior.co.uk  

 Safer Internet Day!  
Tuesday 9

th
 February is Safer Internet 

Day 2021 – more important than ever to 
keep ourselves safe online. We will be 
including some work around this in our 

lessons. There will also be a virtual 
assembly available on the day in Google 

Classroom. 

 

Times Table Rockstars 
Challenge 

This week we have a new 
challenge! This is boys vs girls 
in Years 3 and 4 and the same 

for Years 5 and 6. Bragging 
rights will be awarded after the 

challenge closes this Friday 
morning! 

There’s still time to make a 
difference!  

 
Action For Happiness 

These are in the wellbeing section of our website & are daily actions that we 
can take to help create a kinder & happier world. This month is known as 

‘Friendly February’! We need each other more than ever so keep reaching out 
to connect with others – this supports others but helps to boost our own 

‘happy hormones’ too. Tomorrow’s suggestion is to organise a virtual tea-
break with colleagues or friends. Who will you ask? (Even the best teachers 

and home-schooling parent/teachers need a tea-break!)  

Family Support 
This is a challenging time for lots 
of reasons. Our Family Support 
Worker – Gemma Sacree – is 

available to give support or just 
for a chat. Community help – 
such as the community pantry 
and financial support - is also 

available by clicking the link on 
our website and below:  

Community Support 

Flexible Friday – great to hear 
about the baking & walks & bike 
rides that went on! Well done for 
getting out & about! Fingers 
crossed for great weather on 
Friday!  

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/hampshire-school-games-challenge
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being/family-welfare-support

