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We LOVE our PTA We just wanted to thank the PTA for their amazing work recently. They have worked so hard and, in 
particular, we would like to thank Mrs Adamek-Longman (PTA Chair), for everything she does. We need their financial 
support more than ever now! See below for an update and please support them in any way you can. 

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

COVID-19:  An Update (Please read carefully) 

Since the last newsletter it has been quite a busy time and we have tried to keep parents 
updated with the situation. For the first time since we fully reopened in September, we have had 
some positive cases in our school community. As a result, we followed the procedures that we 
shared with you in the last newsletter. There is a national helpline, which helps us to identify the 
next steps, and we then sent out the letters via email that you will have received. There are 
essentially 2 letters. One for those who have been in ‘close contact’ and one more general letter 
sent to everyone else. We sent the first of these on the last day of ½ term and then again last 
Saturday. For us in school ‘close contact’ means a class (or bubble) will have to isolate after 
contact with a positive case. As a result of this, we have 2 classes self-isolating this week but 
also 6 members of staff, who worked with these classes and are now working from home. 
Although this has provided some challenges for us, we have coped and the school has 
remained open for everyone else. Obviously losing the internet on Monday was an additional 
challenge that we were not expecting! This made sharing home learning far more difficult! We 
apologise for sending several letters over the past few weeks but we feel that it is better to have 
too much information than too little.  

Email/Phone Contacts The last couple of weeks have been another reminder that we need parents and carers to always 
update us if an email or phone number changes. We cannot send paper copies of letters home and sometimes it is not 
always practical to phone large numbers of parents quickly. If your email or phone number has changed recently then 
please email the admin office (adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk) so they can update our records asap.  

Lockdown II As you will no doubt be aware, England will go back into national lockdown from 
tomorrow (Thursday.) It is clear that schools will remain open during this period so not too much 
will change for us. However, it is a good time to remind ourselves that we all must remain vigilant 
as possible.  As you know, households are now not allowed to mix with other households, even 
outside. The biggest risk in spreading the virus is through adult to adult contact so please make 
sure that we keep our distance at all times in school. If you have to be on the school site then 
please make sure you wear a face mask (unless exempt for medical reasons) and also avoid 
getting near anyone else. Although the new restrictions do not apply directly to us, we must try to 
reflect the national situation and limit the spread of the virus. Please also avoid speaking to staff at 
the classroom door and use diary or email for messages. The office is open from 8:30 for urgent 
messages. 

It is also vital that pupils come to school in their allotted spot. This helps to limit pupils and families meeting and avoids 
congestion around the school. This reduces the risk and was important in September, but is now probably even more 
important as the country locks down again. Breakfast club will continue as normal so is an option for some parents. The 
arrival times are: 

Year 3 can arrive 8:50-9:00 (Finish 2:55 or 3:05) Year 5 can arrive 8:55-9:05 (Finish 3:10) 

Year 4 can arrive 9:00-9:10 (Finish 3:15)  Year 6 can arrive 9:05-9:15 (Finish 3:20) 

Remote Learning We have now started our full remote learning plan and, so far, it has gone quite smoothly. Obviously 
we are still learning ourselves and will try to make it as effective as possible, at the same time as making it manageable 
for teachers. This week BBC Bitesize have added all their programmes to the CBBC channel so this is an alternative way 
of viewing them when they are part of the remote learning plan for your child’s class. 

Layers & Ventilation Although it is getting colder, we are still being encouraged to keep some 
windows open as ventilation has a significant role in reducing the spread of the virus. This means the 
classrooms can get quite cold so we would encourage pupils to come to school in layers, etc. Base 
layers, vests, etc. are a good way of keeping warm. Obviously we will need to balance the need to 
ventilate with the need to keep a comfortable and safe environment. We also predict that our heating 
bills will be going up and this will provide another additional pressure on our already stretched budget. 
 
              
           Mr D 

 

 

 

Reminder: Please wear a face covering whilst on school site (unless exempt 

for medical reasons) & avoid talking to staff at classroom door.  Many thanks.  
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     PTA News  PTA News  PTA News  
Perfect Pumpkins Well done to everyone who took part.  It was amazing! There are some pictures 
on our website if you would like to have a look at some of them. The winners are below! 

The Great Portway Pudding Sale Coming home today are the details about this great idea. This 
year we will be offering a selection of delicious puddings for pre-order only. Choose from three 
tantalising varieties: Premium Christmas Pudding (454g), Luscious Lemon Pudding (290g) or 
Sticky Toffee Pudding (290g). Each pudding comes in its own presentation box and makes a lovely 
holiday gift! (Who wouldn’t want that as a gift! ) The order form needs to be sent in via school by 
Friday 13th November (next Friday) so time is short. You don’t want to miss out! Be sure to include 
the pupil’s name and class on the order form or we will not be able to process it. 

The Portway Penny Wars This raised an incredible £915 across the 2 schools – what an amazing 
result! The winning year group was worked out by subtracting the silver coins from the bronze 
coins – we also calculated the year 3 total as if they had 3 classes (as you know they have 4 
classes.) So the overall winners were… YEAR 6! They didn’t have the most bronze coins (year 4 
did) but they had less silver coins in their pot! As a reward, Year 6 will have a non-uniform day 
(they can wear anything they like) on Friday 13

th
 November. (It can’t be this week as one year 6 

class will still be isolating. Thank you to everyone who contributed – we really appreciate it! 
 

More ideas/initiatives to follow including Christmas bauble decorating! Watch this space! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Are you entitled to Free School Meals? 

It only takes a few minutes to check! 
Hampshire County Council Catering Services (HC3S) has an online 
service so parents can check their eligibility for free school meals 
themselves.  

This self-service option is available at 

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals 

To complete a check, you need the following information for yourself or 
the person you are checking on behalf of: 

 Your own name, date of birth, and contact details  

 National Insurance number or National Asylum Seekers number 

 Child's name and date of birth  
Remember that pupils do not have to take free meals all of the time but 
can have them as and when needed. If you would like to see the menus 

for this term they can be found at 

www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hc3s/education-
catering/menu-primary 

For every child who signs up for Free School Meals, the 
school gets extra money in their budget (regardless if 
the child ever has a dinner.) So please consider having a 

look as it could help us as well. Many thanks  

Key Dates for your Diary 
Wed 11

th
 Nov Parent Consultation 1 (until 6:00) 

Tues 17
th
 Nov  Parent Consultation 2 (until 5:30) 

Thur 19
th
 Nov Parent Consultation 3 (until 5:30) 

Fri 18
th
 Dec Term Ends at 1:15 

Mon 4
th
 Jan Spring term begins 

Fri 26
th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term 

Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School Year at 1:15 

 

Portway Plus+  
   After-School Care  

 

Despite moving into lockdown, the Portway Plus facility will remain 
open as we know it is a vital service for working parents. It runs 
from end of school until 5:30 in the dining room and costs £11 a 
session. Please consider using it as we want to ensure it can 
continue in these difficult times. Further details and registration is 
via Mrs Staff in the office. 

 

 

Pumpkin Patch Winners 
Year 3: 3AW-Darcie Machin, 3AW-Leo Willis, 3KT-Brooke Newsum, 3CF & Year 3 Winner-Riya Malhotra 
Year 4: 4MK-Ryan Newman, 4EP-Katherine Holloway, 4CA & Year 4 winner –Leo England 
Year 5: 5DI-Lucy Odell, 5EBH-Holly Lanham-Pope, 5HW & Year 5 Winner-Freddy Davis 
Year 6: 6MK-Monty Nunan, 6TC-Chloe Brewer, 6JM & Year 6 winner - Richard Sawyer 
Special Awards: Most Scary: Summer Dabbs 5DI (the pumpkin not Summer!), Most Funny: Paige Jones 4EP 
Overall Winner: Chloe Brewer (6TC) 

Virtual Parent Consultations 

(11th, 17th & 19th November) 

All of the details are on previous Portway Press 
editions but access is via  

https://portwayjunior.schoolcloud.co.uk 
In order to attend your virtual parent consultation you 
will need to have a device with a microphone and a 
speaker (most laptops, tablets and smart phones have 
these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, 
Chrome, Firefox). There is a guide at the following link 
giving information about how to attend your 
appointments via video call, please click to read more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801
-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-
video-call  
Please make sure you are ready for the start of your 
allocated meeting as the time will start as soon as the 
teacher starts the meeting, even if you are not logged 
in at this point. Obviously this is all very new to us but 
we hope it will go smoothly. 

The infant school started their meetings last night and 
use the same software and it worked smoothly, which 
is encouraging! It is worth checking that the 
microphone on your device is on at the start of the 
meeting and being sure on how to turn it on and off. 
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