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Poppy Appeal 2019 Poppies are now available for children to buy at breaktime every day. It would be useful if any poppy 
money is brought to school in an envelope clearly marked with child’s name and ‘Poppy Money’ so that it doesn’t get mixed 
up with dinner or tuck money. We have suggested a minimum of 50p donation. As usual on Monday (11

th
 November) we 

shall be gathering together to mark the 2 minute silence. 

Parent Consultation Evenings Thank you to those who came before ½ term. If you did not arrange a meeting then please 
get in contact as we are keen to see every parent to continue the partnership.  

No Clubs Next Monday Please be aware there will be no clubs on Monday 11
th
 November. All staff are involved with a joint 

moderation meeting with Portway Infants, St John Baptist Primary, Balksbury Infant and Balksbury Junior School 

No Y5/6 Football Club Please note that the Y5/6 football club has been cancelled tomorrow, 7
th
 November.  A letter has 

gone home with the children. 

Art & Poetry Week This week we have been having an Art & Poetry week, based on the theme of ‘Proud to be…’ and also 
using the book ‘We’re All Wonders’. There has been lots of activity throughout the school and lots of smiles on faces, which is 
great to see! 

Rugby World Cup What a great tournament it was! Unfortunately England fell at the last hurdle but did very well to get to the 
final. We had a year group sweepstake and Year 5 had South Africa as one of their teams! So this Friday (8

th
 November) 

Year 5 are allowed to come to school without uniform as their prize! All other year groups in uniform, as usual, please. 

  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                             

 

 

 

  

Do primary aged children need a smartphone?  
Some thoughts from Mr Deery 

I want to stress that the following is a personal view but is something I have referred to before and has been worrying me 
recently.  

I am not someone who feels the internet and technology should been seen as negative for primary school-aged children. In 
fact, when managed well, it can be an amazing thing. However I am very concerned about the rise of smartphones with 
internet access for children under 11. The reason I am concerned is because of the accessibility it gives children and the ability 
to look at some very disturbing and harmful things, including social media. If pupils are using PCs or tablets at home (or 
school) then it is far easier to manage the access they have but also if it used in the home with adults around there is also that 
extra level of protection. Smartphones are far more difficult to restrict and, in my opinion, might not be suitable for primary 
children. I agree that phones can be useful for keeping in touch but I would urge parents to consider phones that do not have 
access to the internet, sometimes referred to as ‘brick phones’. They allow one to text and call but avoid the murky world of 
social media. Although most of social media state clearly that children must not use them until they are least 13 and, I believe, 
it is very important we check our children are not using them.  

Interestingly both Bill Gates and Steve Jobs (leaders in technology, etc.) raised their children with limited contact and didn’t 
allow them access to this technology until they were much older. I know some people do not agree with me and I accept their 
views, but I do think it is important that we perform our role as parents. Sometimes we need to say no or make decisions that 
children do not agree with. When I am showing prospective parents around, who want to transfer from another school, I always 
stress that, although they should involve the child, they should make the final decision as the parent and adult. Just like 
ensuring our children go to the dentist, wash, change their underwear, etc. we have to protect and look after our children. This 
is often not easy but we have a duty and responsibility to do it. I have raised 2 boys myself and I do know how hard it is. I was 
quite firm with issues like bedtime and homework and, although not popular with them at the time, I think my grown up sons 
now appreciate this. Thankfully social media was not as much of an issue as it is now. 

So as Christmas approaches I would urge parents to think carefully about the decisions they make. It is certainly not my job to 
tell parents what to do and I would never wish to do that. However I would ask everyone to think carefully about technology 
and, if they decide that it is suitable, to ensure that their children are protected. I am no expert but there is plenty of advice 
available on the internet about how to reduce the risk for young people. It is also worth remembering that games usually have 
an age recommendation and it is important to stick to these when buying for children. 

There are also specific apps available for mobile phones, which acts as a remote control over everything available on the 
child’s handset. Even caller contacts are restricted to approved names and people decided upon by a parent. There is also a 
way to set a phone so that a parent received the same notifications, etc. It is always a good idea to purchase a phone via a 
shop and ask them to set it up for you so the parent has control over it. 

 

Portway PTA Christmas Puddings! This Friday is the last day to get your pudding orders 
in! We are sending the details and order form home again today. Please have a look and 

get those orders in. They make a great present and all money raised go to our schools!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 
Mon 23

rd
 

Sept
   Clubs start 

Tues 22
nd

 
Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct
 

Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 
Fri 25

th
 Oct 

 School closed for staff training  
Tues 17

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 18

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Fri 20

th
 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Fri 8
th
 Nov No-Uniform Day for Year 5 only (rugby sweepstake) 

Mon 11
th

 Nov No clubs today 
Wed 13

th
 Nov Year 6 Theme Day: Dia de los Muertos  

Thur 14
th
 Nov Year 4 Roman Day 

Fri 15
th
 Nov 5:00 Glee performing on Andover Christmas Lights  

Fri 22
nd

 Nov Year 3 Tree Planting Day 
Wed 27

th
 Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court (3 days) 

Tues 3
rd

 Dec Year 5 to Winchester Cathedral 
Mon 16

th
 Dec 6:00 Glee Christmas Performance 

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Thur 19
th
 Dec Christmas Dressing-Up day  

Thur 19
th
 Dec Christmas Lunch 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

Mon 6
th
 Jan Spring Term starts 

 

 

Winter is coming!  
Coats Please  

As we head into the winter months can we remind 
everyone that a coat is needed every day in school. 
Most pupils do remember but there are still one or two 
coming to school without a coat. Whenever we can, we 
do our best to get children out at breaktimes/lunchtimes 
so a coat is very important.  

  SCHOOL LUNCHES 
The new school lunch menus started 
this week. A copy can be found via 
www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlear
ning/hc3s/primaryschools. 

Please can we remind you that 
school lunches should be paid for 
before or at the time of ordering.   
We cannot provide credit for school 
meals.  
 
If you think you may be entitled to 
free school meals then please visit: 
www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals 

or speak to the office. 

 

 

Andover Trees United Events 
We are so lucky to be part of this amazing group, who have achieved so much 
in their relatively short history. Coming home today is information about 2 
events coming up shortly. On Saturday 16

th
 November everyone is invited to a 

‘Plant Your Own Tree’ event. (All our Year 3 children will be doing this term as 
well.) Also on Saturday 7

th
 December there is a Winter Celebration & Lantern 

Procession at Harmony Woods. 
See flyers for more details or visit www.andovertrees.org.uk 

ALDI STICKERS  
We are almost there! 

Thank you for collecting these so 
well for us! We now only need just 35 
more before we can send our poster 
off for the chance to win fabulous 
prizes!  
The deadline is the end of next week 
(15th November). The poster is just 
inside the main doors, by the hall           
                    Thank you! 
 

Attendance & Lateness Our school day starts each day at 
8.50am. Children arriving after this time will be marked as 
late until 9.05 when registers close.  Any child arriving late 
should be brought in via the school office but if this after 
9:05 it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. It is 
important that pupils are not late for school as this can not 
only impact on them but also the rest of the class as the 
teacher has to repeat messages and the start of the lesson. 
We are also required to request a reason for all absences, 
which should be left as a voicemail on the first day of the 
absence and followed by a letter when the pupil returns 
from being ill. (The office has a voicemail option to leave 
messages at all times.) For any non-illness absences a 
yellow request form should be completed prior to any 
arrangement being made.  

 

Free Online Safety Worksop for Parents As a parent, keeping up with your kids’ online world can sometimes feel 
overwhelming. On Thursday 21st November 2019 at 6:30 the NSPCC and Hampshire Police are holding a free interactive 
parent workshop at St John the Baptist Primary School (on Floral Way). With Christmas fast approaching and new devices 
on children’s Christmas wish list, book your place today. Please visit the link.  www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-

free-online-safety-workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559 

 

School Photographs Reminder A reminder that to 
have the photographs delivered free to the school then 
orders must have received by the company by midnight 
on Sunday. After that time there is a post and packing 
charge. All of the details are on the letter/card that went 
home just before ½ term. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
As part of our preparation for 
Christmas, we would like any 
clear glass jars, without lids 
or labels. Please send any 
you have in with your child or 
to the school office. Thanks!  

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals
https://twitter.com/hantspolice
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-free-online-safety-workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-free-online-safety-workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text

