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Happy New Year from Everyone at Portway Junior 
Welcome to the Spring Term 2020!  It was great to see everyone again on Monday and the 
pupils have settled back into the routine very quickly. Already Christmas seems ages ago 
but we hope it all went smoothly for everyone. Although this is our ‘spring’ term we are 
sure we will get some challenging weather conditions over the next couple of months so 
please come to school prepared with coats, etc, as we like to get outside for playtimes 
whenever we can.  
The new term has started really well and is already very busy! ‘A Pinch of Magic’ has 
begun in Year 6 and Year 5 have launched into their new topic ‘Dragons and Danes.’ Year 
4 have begun their ‘Amazing Animals!’ theme and Year 3 are launching their work about 
Ancient Egypt, which is always a favourite! 
Please note we ask that PE kits are brought in on a Monday and then taken home for the 
weekend on a Friday. This means that the kit is available all week and sometimes PE 
days are changed at the last minute.  

Year 3 & 4 Trip to The Lights to see Pinocchio – TOMORROW (Thursday) Don’t forget that all 
year 3 & 4 pupils will need a packed lunch tomorrow (or can order a blue lunch form the kitchen), as 
we might be back after our regular lunchtime. Normal school uniform should be worn and children 
must be at school on time please! If you haven’t sent in your contribution then it would be great if that 
could come in asap. 

Day Closures / PPT Meetings The next day next day closure is on Friday 28
th
 February (after ½ term) and, together with 

the evening of Thursday 27
th 

February, will be our annual mid-year Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) meetings. These meetings 
are the most important ones of the year and a good chance to review the first half of the year together and agree on targets 
for the rest of the year. The appointment letter will not come out for several weeks but we thought it might be worth 
reminding parents now in case they can consider the date and arrange to be free at some point during the Friday. We must 
stress we will be retaining the Thursday evening option but the more parents who can attend on Friday during the day for 
their meeting allows us to allocate more time for each appointment.  
House Winners & Non-Uniform Day As you may have heard, Lightning (Yellow) house won the housepoint competition 
last term. Their prize of a non-uniform day will take place this Friday (10

th
 Jan). Everyone else in uniform as normal please! 

Clubs - Spring term As usual for this term, clubs will start a little later, in the week beginning 3rd February. This is partly 
because the evenings are still quite dark & cold but also because we have most of year 6 (and lots of staff) going to the 
Year 6 Calshot residential the week after next. A list of clubs will be sent home in a few days. 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Tomorrow - Thursday 9th Jan Tomorrow evening at 6:00pm there will be an introduction to 
the Year 6 statutory tests.  All year 6 parents and carers are invited to a short talk with a question and answer session in the 
main hall.  This is a really good way of finding out all about the tests and how they will affect the children.   

Hooke Court Meeting – Wednesday 12
th

 Feb After another very successful Year 4 residential to Hooke Court last term, 
we are planning to repeat the experience in November this year.  On Wednesday 12

th
 February there will be a meeting for 

all Year 3 parents, so please come along to find out all about the trip (the meeting is intended for adults).  Further details 
will be provided nearer the time. 

Dates for the Diary With this newsletter you should find a list of dates and any changes will be announced via the Portway 
Press as normal.  

 Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                   

 

 

 

  

  

 

Playground Update! 

As you may have seen in the playground we have installed some new basketball hoops. These are really 
good quality ones that have been sunk into the ground and are very professional! 

We could have never afforded them but we were very lucky that the amazing local charity, The Jamie G 
Sporting Trust, provided them for us. Jamie was a local boy who passed away suddenly nearly 11 years ago. 
During his life Jamie was keen on sport and demonstrated the highest standards of team spirit and 
sportsmanship. The purpose of the trust is to raise funds from charitable donations and to distribute them in 
support of sporting activities for the young people in the Andover area. I was lucky enough to know Jamie a 
little and refereed him in a few football matches and he was a terrific young man and is still hugely missed by 
everyone who knew him. We are really grateful for all of the support from the JamieG Trust. We will have a 
formal opening ceremony in the coming weeks and will unveil a JamieG Sporting Trust logo, so that Jamie’s 
memory can live on. 

We have also started on the new adventure trail, using money raised by the school council and the PTA as 
part of the Project Playground initiative. Due to poor weather/Christmas it is taking slightly longer to finish but 
we hope to have it ready shortly. Exciting times!              Mr Deery 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Are you a graduate and interested in 

training to teach with a group of 

local excellent Primary schools? 

If you know of someone who has a degree and you think might be 
interested in finding out more about School Direct route into 
teaching (it might even be you!) then please get in touch. We are 
looking for candidates with a degree to train with us at Portway 
from next September. We work with several local schools and the 
outstanding University of Winchester to train the next cohort of 
teachers. 
If you would like to chat about the options available then please 
leave a message for Mr Deery via the office.  

 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 9th January  Year 3 & 4 to The Lights to watch Pinocchio 
Thursday 9th January  6:00 SATs meeting for Year 6 parents 
Monday 20th January  Calshot Residential (Year 6) 
Monday 3rd February  Clubs start 
Friday 14th February  Last Day before ½ Term Break 
Monday 24th February  School returns 
Thursday 27th February Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 28th February  Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 3rd April   Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 
Friday 3rd April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 
Monday 1

st
 June  Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June  Day Closure 
Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday 

 

Reminder re Nuts/Products Containing Nuts: As you know we 

have several children with nut allergies with 2 of them being very 
severe. This means they only have to come near to someone who 
has eaten nuts recently, or be near to anything with nuts, to cause 
a reaction. It is our policy, alongside most schools, not to allow 
any nuts or nut-based products in school to reduce this risk. This 
also includes any food items containing peanut butter. 

               School Budget 2020/21 – Can you help? 
Our budget, which starts in April, is yet to be announced but you may be able to help. Several years ago the government introduced 
a ‘pupil premium’, which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their budgets based on the numbers of pupils who 
are entitled to Free School Meals and also those who have a parent in the armed forces. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise 
the amount we receive so we would urge anyone who thinks they may be entitled to free school meals to have a look at the 
Hampshire County website www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary  which can help you see 
whether you qualify. We must stress pupils do not have to take the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  As one 
supermarket says… every little helps! 
There is also a slip at the end of this newsletter in case we have missed any armed forces children off of our list.  
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is on Thursday 16

th
 January and this is the day that the government will collect 

the figures for the budget starting in April. 

 
IF YOU ARE A PARENT OF A CHILD IN THE SCHOOL AND A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES PLEASE FILL IN THE SLIP 

BELOW. WE THINK WE KNOW EVERYONE BUT IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CHECK! 
THIS INFORMATION IS TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL (THE CENSUS DOES NOT COLLECT INDIVIDUAL NAMES) 

 

Pupil Premium - Armed Forces Information 
Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________Class:_________ 

Name of Parent in Armed Forces:____________________________________________________ 
 

Signed: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Winter Wet Mornings! 

Unfortunately we had a few wet mornings before the 
Christmas holiday so we thought it would be useful to 
remind everyone of the procedure. If it is very wet 
(rather than just light rain) then pupils may wait in the 
main hall from 8:40. We ask that pupils are dropped 
off outside and walk in alone as it can get very 
congested. There are some occasions when the hall 
is in use or has been set up for something so it cannot 
be used before school. If this is the case, then pupils 
should go to the main playground and the member of 
staff on duty will make a decision whether to open the 
doors early. The teachers have a briefing at 8:30 for 
10 minutes so if we let pupils in we need to know 
there are enough staff around to supervise.  

 

Lions in the Community 
February Soccer School @ Farleigh School 

Mon 17
th
-Wed 19

th
 Feb 

£25 per day / £45 for 2 days / £65 for 3 days 
Email Cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com or phone 

07825 339091 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary

