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Please Note: Since writing this newsletter we have had an update from the Department of Education regarding the 

end of term and track & trace over the Christmas holiday. Miss Allen and I have written a letter to all parents/carers in 
response to this and it should come home with this newsletter today. Please make sure you have seen it. Mr D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                     

 

 

 

PTA Christmas Raffle Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket for the PTA Christmas Raffle – and well done if you won! 
Nearly 3,500 tickets were sold, which is amazing. We will let you know when we have the final amount raised. Once again, 
thank you to Mrs Adamek-Longman and the whole PTA team for working so hard on this (and lots of other things!) We are 
SO lucky to have you and we really do appreciate all that you do for us.  

Christmas Funds We have been allocated a very small amount of additional funding by the local authority, specifically for 
families who are currently struggling to make ends meet due to the impact of COVID. For example, this could be a drop in 
income due to the loss of employment. The money would be to purchase food and other essentials.  We realise that this can 
be a sensitive subject, but please let us know if you are being affected in this way. If you would like to find out more then 
please contact us by Friday, in confidence, via our Family Support Worker (FSW), Mrs Gemma Sacree (g.sacre@portway-
inf.hants.sch.uk) or via the admin office (adminoffice@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk).    

Andover Christmas Tree Festival  Each of the Christmas trees, which line the path outside of 
the dining hall, was made by one of our classes. They each had one tree to paint and decorate in 
whatever way they decided. They look amazing so please have a look before or after school if 
you have not spotted them yet. They were going to be part of the Andover Christmas Tree 
Festival, organised by Test Valley Borough Council, but due to the current restrictions the event 
has become virtual. Several local schools and nurseries in and around Andover are taking part 
and pictures of the trees will be collated into an online gallery and video montage, which will be 
available to view on the Christmas Tree Festival event at the Test Valley Borough Council 
Facebook page on 12 and 13 December. The Christmas Tree festival is part of a package of 
festive events being run by Test Valley Borough Council in conjunction with Andover Vision, 
including the Christmas Food and Gift Fair in the High Street on Sunday, 13 December from 
11am – 6pm.  The High Street will be full of independent food, craft and gift providers as well as 
hot food and drink choices and live music.  Alongside the market there are family craft workshops 
in the Upper Guildhall, and a children’s Christmas tag trail with prizes, sponsored by Waitrose.   

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

As you will know, we unfortunately had another positive COVID-19 case in school at the end of last week and, as a result, 
we have some children isolating. It is another reminder that we all need to remain as vigilant as possible, especially in the 
run up to the Christmas holidays. We also heard about 3 other local schools last week with positive cases so, although 
the numbers nationally seem to be dropping, positive cases in schools locally have increased a little. Some schools have 
had to close completely when there is a positive case, but we have been able to limit those sent home by using our year 
group and class bubble system. It is worth pointing out that just 1% of our school community have tested positive and, in 
each of these cases, the infection was contained and did not affect anyone outside of the bubble. This tells us that our 
systems are effective.  

Essentially in school we work in year group and class bubbles and try reduce the number 
of children in contact with other children and staff. However, a small number of staff do 
work across the year group and a few work across the whole school. We do have some 
small groups taking place, where pupils work with other pupils from within the year group 
bubble. Again, we limit this and separate pupils from others who are not in the same class. 
Our aim is to limit the numbers of pupils being sent home if we have a positive case, but it 
has to be balanced against using staff effectively to support pupils. We have been working 
on our ‘Step-Up to Catch-up’ curriculum, based on work within Hampshire County Council, 
and this has been very successful this term. We recently had a virtual visit from a local 
adviser, who was very impressed with how we have organised the curriculum for pupils and 
the impact it was having. We have followed the advice from the Department for Education 
(DfE), who say that some staff will not be able to be limited to a class or year group and 
can “operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of 
the school timetable”. So there will be times when pupils outside a class bubble will be 
affected if we have a positive case. In the last week of term we will avoid these groups 
taking place so we can reduce even further the chance of any isolation affecting the 
Christmas holidays for pupils and their families. 

We will continue to keep vigilant during the last 10 days of school  and, hopefully, all will go smoothly before we start the 
Christmas period.                   Mr D 
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Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 17
th
 Dec Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up day 

Fri 18
th

 Dec Term Ends - early finish  
 12:55  Year 3 1:00 Year 5 
 1:05 Year 4 1:10 Year 6 

 

Christmas at Portway Junior 2020 – Diary & Events 
Christmas Cards: Christmas cards can only be posted on Mondays & Tuesdays (last day for posting is 
Tuesday 15

th
 December).  Each year group will have a post box & cards can only be for pupils/staff within 

their own year group. We will then ‘quarantine’ the cards until Friday morning, when they will be distributed. 

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that we can 
share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get the 
pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to make it available on 
our website for parents and friends to watch. We hope to add it to the website by the end of next 
Wednesday, 16

th
 December. 

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 17
th
 December it will be our Christmas dinner (details 

were sent out earlier this week) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear as much 
or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas 
jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you can be as 
creative as you like! Anything festive is welcome! 

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the 
‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Cinderella from last year. Our amazing 
PTA have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!) 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 18
th
 December and, as you know, we always finish slightly earlier 

on this day. We will still have a staggered finish to the day, as is now usual. Year 3 will finish at 12:55, Year 
5 at 1:00, Year 4 at 1:05 and Year 6 at 1:10. As is currently the case, we ask parents to pick and move off 
site as soon as possible.  Siblings, etc. can be picked up earlier as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget 
The last of term is Friday 18th December and school finishes around lunchtime. 

Y3 – 12:55, Y5 – 1:00, Y4 – 1:05 and Y6 1:10 

Every Child a Reader 
at Christmas 

 
We would urge all parents & carers (and 
Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider buying 
a book for children this Christmas. We believe 
that every child should receive at least one 
book at Christmas as it is a great present. 
There are lots of excellent books around, 
including comic-style ones, but a few of our 
favourite authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, 
James Carter, Anne Wan, Sarah McIntyre, 
Christopher Edge, the Etherington brothers 
and Tom Palmer, who have all visited Portway 
over the past few years. Waterstones in 
Andover have a great selection - why not pop 
along and ask for their advice! 

 

 

 

Mon 4
th

 Jan  Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb  Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April     Last Day of Spring term (normal time) 

Mon 7
th

 & Tue 8
th

 June   Day Closures 
Fri 23

rd
 July  Last Day of School  

 

 Mr Clark – Award Winner! 
Just before the first lockdown, Mr Clark was 
shortlisted for the Hampshire County Council 
Apprentice of the Year Award. Unfortunately, 
the award ceremony was postponed and did 
not take place. So this week there was a virtual 
ceremony, rather than one in Winchester with a 
formal reception. Mr Clarke completed his 
apprenticeship with us earlier this year and was 
nominated for the award by his apprenticeship 
tutor. We are very proud of him and would like 
to congratulate him on this accolade. 

 
 

 

 

Paul Tough 

School Christmas Tree Raffle! 
The link to participate in our free Christmas Tree raffle was 
sent out earlier this week. Please complete the Google form if 
you would like to be in with a chance to win our lovely 12ft tree 
that was kindly donated by Nigel’s Woodman Trees. The raffle 
is for the tree only and does not include the base or 
decorations/lights. The raffle closes at noon on Wednesday 
16

th. T
he winner will be chosen via a random number generator 

and will be informed in the afternoon. Please remember the 
tree will need to be collected on Friday 18

th
 December between 

1:30 and 4:30pm. We have included the link below.  
Christmas Tree Raffle 

https://forms.gle/AdhBHekWTR9QovPv8

