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The full opening of the school has gone really well this week – even better than we had hoped to be honest. 
The pupils who had been working at home came back in with no fuss and settled really well. It has been a 
really lovely first few days back in school with lots of smiles and examples of kindness & politeness. The 
systems around the school mostly worked with only 1 or 2 very minor issues. Many thanks for your support 
with it all and following the one-way system, etc. The important thing is to continue this so we do everything we 
can to support the return to normality and avoid any more disruptions. Unfortunately, one Andover school has 
already had a positive case this week and it is a good reminder that we must not become complacent. It is 
important that we don’t ‘snatch defeat from the jaws of victory’. The good news is that some of our staff have 
now been vaccinated – including me! I have to say the organisation was excellent and they do seem to be 
getting them done at a rapid rate. Hopefully it will mean everyone gets a vaccine as soon as possible.       Mr D
                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Day Closures We have agreed with the infant school that the postponed day closure from earlier this term will be rescheduled 
for Friday 2

nd
 July. We have also agreed to take the 2/3 September as well and so pupils will return on 6

th
 September. 

Hopefully this will help families to plan holidays over the summer (if they are allowed! ) The rest of the dates for next year will 
be published in the summer term. 

Parent Consultations We have planned parent consultations for the early part of May as we feel this will be  a good time to 
discuss the progress of pupils but also identify key areas for the last 10-11 weeks of the school year. They will be virtual 
meetings again and will follow a similar pattern to the ones we held last November. More details and booking instructions will 
come out straight after the Easter break.  

Remote Learning Hopefully we will not have any more need for pupils to be learning from 
home but we have to be ready just in case. We will revert to the system we had last term 
whereby the website will have a 2 day emergency plan for each year group and that can be 
used as soon as pupils needs to self-isolate. From the third day the learning will move onto 
Google classrooms for the remainder of the isolation period.  

Red Nose Day - Friday 19th March On the day children can wear as much or as little red as 
they like for a £1 fine for Comic Relief. Mr Deery will also be running a joke competition – so get 
thinking and test those jokes out on family and friends! 

     Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Amnesty As we welcome more pupils back, it is vital we have books brought back to school. It doesn’t matter 
how long you have had them – no questions asked!  If you spot a Portway stamp in the book then bring it in!  

 

Dates for the Diary 
Friday 19th March  Red Nose Day 
Monday 22nd March  Odd Socks for World Down’s Syndrome Day 
Thursday 1st April  Last Day of Term (School stops at normal times for Easter break) 
Monday 19th April  Summer term begins 
Wednesday 5th May  3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 
Tuesday 11th May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 
Thursday 13th May  3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 
Monday/Tuesday 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2nd July   Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 
Friday 23rd July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6th Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 
 

 

 

          

 

 

Our  lovely PTA are planning an amazing Easter competition! Look out for the flyer coming home this Friday 
with all of the details! Don’t miss out! 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Down’s Syndrome Day – Sunday 21st March 
Wear Odd Socks in School on Monday 22nd March 

At school we will are inviting everyone to wear odd socks on Monday 22nd March to mark World Down 
Syndrome Day. There is no ‘fine’ or fundraising - just a way to show we are thinking about the day. Miss 
Windross is also planning a special assembly. 
Local charity Andover Twenty 1 is marking World Down Syndrome Day and have teamed up with local art 
project Andover Window Wanderland. They are inviting everyone to decorate their windows with wonderfully 
colourful and creative odd socks. The most fun, colourful and creative odd sock displays will win a £20 
voucher from the lovely people at Canto Gelato in Andover High Street (Mr D loves their ice cream 
sundaes!) 
To enter please post your displays on the Andover Window Wanderland Facebook page no later than 22nd 
March and use the hash tag #oddsocksforandovertwenty1. The winners will be decided by representatives 
of Andover Window Wanderland, Andover Twenty 1 and Canto Gelato. 

You can support this fantastic local charity by visiting their website and seeing how you can help. 

www.andovertwenty1.org.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A drawing festival for those in, and around, Andover! 
www.the-artroom.com/go-draw-andover 

All through April join hundreds of others who will be picking up their pencils and pens and following the call of ‘Go Draw!’  
I can’t draw, how do I join in?  
Everyone can draw – perhaps not as well as they would like - but they can draw! Every day there will be tips, ideas, 
examples and inspiration to help you along the way! 
Each day will have a different theme, with some examples to help. These will be published daily on line, but you can 
draw whatever you want – just Go Draw 

More details at the web link above including a free, limited edition GO Draw drawing booklet. 
 

Go Draw Andover is being organised by The Artroom,  a well-established centre for art in Andover and the surrounding 
area, working with both adults and children in groups and with individuals. The Artroom is delighted to be organising 
yet another exciting community project. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

GO DRAW  
ANDOVER 
 

 

Hampshire Health Families - 
for all things health and 
families in Hampshire 

This is a website run by NHS in conjunction 
with other groups. There are lots of links to 
information for various health issues 
including clear information on common 
childhood illnesses and a text chat facility.  

www.hampshirehealthyfamilies.org.uk/ 
 

Office Opening Hours 
Please note the office opening 
hours are 8:30-4:30 (Monday-
Thursday) and 8:30-4:00 (Fridays). 
Message can always be left on the 
telephone answering system. As 
last term, the office is only open for 
emergencies and there is an 
intercom to the right of the main 
door if you need to speak to them. 

 

http://www.hampshirehealthyfamilies.org.uk/

