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Remote Learning Reminders For the first two days of a child’s isolation, we provide access to the 2-Day 
Emergency Plan, which is available from the front page of our website. This has a selection of maths, English 
and wider curriculum links for two days’ worth of learning. If a child is absent for a longer period of time then 
their work can be found in their Google Classroom for the duration of their isolation period (all children have 
their own Google log in information in their diaries). Learning set on Google Classroom will be as closely linked 
as possible to the learning children are missing in school, but is likely to make use of BBC Bitesize and/or Oak 

Academy resources, including videos, to help children to learn from home. Communication through Google Classroom can be 
tricky as the class teacher will often be teaching the class in school all day and so any specific communications should still be 
emailed to the Admin Office.  Thank you for everyone’s patience – we are still learning how to make it as effective, and 
manageable, as possible and will continue to do so. 

Christmas Tree Donation  Very kindly Nigel’s Woodman Trees are donating a large Christmas tree for our school – we hope 
to have it outside the main entrance to help spread the festive cheer! With this newsletter we have attached a flyer for their 
Christmas trees sales, which is based at the Weyhill Farm Shop. 

Christmas News Obviously Christmas will look very different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can still make it 
a special time. Please see the reverse of this newsletter to see our plans to support our wider community. Our in-school plans 
have not been finalised yet but we are potentially looking at a recorded carol service (so that parents can still be involved), 
Christmas lunch/dressing up day and an online pantomime! More details and dates next week. We have been asked about 
pupils bringing in Christmas cards and we think we can make it work – with the following rules in place, 

 Cards can be brought into school from Monday 30
th
 November but can only be posted on Monday & Tuesday each week. 

 Each year group will have a post box & cards can only be for pupils/staff within their own year group. 

 Cards will be ‘quarantined’ until Friday morning, when they will be distributed. 

Year 6 Residential to Calshot - January 2021 Due to the current situation, we have had to make the difficult decision to 
cancel the year 6 residential to Calshot. Year 6 parents should have received a letter, via email, last Friday. If you did not get a 
copy then please contact the school office. 

Remembrance Day Alongside many people around the country, we held a 2 minute silence today in school at 
11:00. We also had a themed assembly about why marking today is still important for us all. 

The Portway Penny Wars This Friday Year 6 have a non-uniform day for winning the PTA Penny Wars! Pupils in this year 
group can come to school in anything they like, including jeans, sportswear, etc. 

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

Last week was rather unusual as we had 2 classes, plus several other children, isolating at 
home and completing remote learning during this period. It was very new but I would like to 
congratulate the pupils involved, who all coped very well indeed. (As did all of the parents!) 
We were very proud of the isolating pupils last week but it was great to have most of them 
back in school on Monday! It was also new for us and we were pleased with how it went. 
We have already learnt some lessons from the experience and, as a result, will make a few 
small changes to how we provide remote learning. 
Although having 2 classes out was far from ideal, our policy of reducing contact between classes (or bubbles) worked as 
we did not have ask anyone else to isolate. Normally children and staff would mix much more and, as a result, we might 
have had to send whole year groups home. It was also a reminder about how important it is that we keep to current 
government guidelines, including not mixing with other households around the school or on the way to and from school. 
We have had a couple of questions from parents about whether pupils can be picked up by other families. The advice, as 
we understand it, is that this can only take place when families are part of a ‘childcare bubble’ and this also covers 
registered childcare providers. However, if someone in your childcare bubble develops coronavirus symptoms or tests 
positive then all must isolate across the bubble/2 families. More details about this can be found on the government 
website at: 

www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-childcare-bubble-with-another-household 

We also still need to remember the messages about HANDS, FACE, SPACE at all times, both in and out of school. As we 
have seen, the virus can hit at any time and without warning. We also know that it can take a long time to recover from 
the infection, especially for adults. It could be a long winter period so it is important that all of us do our very best to limit 
spread of the infection within our community. Once again, thank you for all of your support. 

 

 

Portway PTA Christmas Puddings! This Friday is the last day to get your pudding orders in! Please have 
a look so you don’t miss out! They make a great present and all money raised go to our schools. See 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-schools-association-news/psa-news for details (also sent out last week).  

PTA Meeting – Thursday 7 PM: This Thursday the PTA have a meeting but, due to the current 
restriction, it will be virtual (using zoom). The meeting starts at 7:00 and the link is in the PTA document, 
which has been emailed home with this newsletter. 
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Norman Gate School Outreach Training 
Supporting Your Child with Autism at Home (Virtual) 
25

th
 November 2020     10am – 12pm via Zoom     FREE OF CHARGE 

The workshop is designed specifically with parents in mind. The introductory 
course will provide an insight into Autism. The aim is to provide a range of 
practical strategies to support a child in the home environment.  

To sign up and receive an email with the Zoom link to the training please 
contact: 

Paula Roskilly: p.roskilly@normangate.hants.sch.uk or 01264 323423 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Wed 11

th
 Nov Parent Consultation 1 (until 6:00) 

Fri 13
th
 Nov Year 6 Non-Uniform Day 

Tues 17
th

 Nov  Parent Consultation 2 (until 5:30) 
Thur 19

th
 Nov Parent Consultation 3 (until 5:30) 

Mon 14
th

 Dec Christmas Week in School 
 More details to follow! 
Fri 18

th
 Dec Term Ends - early finish 1:00 approx 

 (times for year groups confirmed next week) 

Mon 4
th

 Jan Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term at normal 

time 
Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School (early finish) 

 

Virtual Parent Consultations: 11th, 17th & 19th November 
Our virtual parent consultations start this week and hopefully they will go smoothly – it is obviously something new for us all! All of the 
details are on previous Portway Press editions but access is via  

https://portwayjunior.schoolcloud.co.uk 
In order to attend your virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most laptops, tablets 
and smart phones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is a guide at the following link giving 
information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 
Please make sure you are ready for the start of your allocated meeting as the time will start as soon as the teacher starts the meeting, 
even if you are not logged in at this point. Obviously this is all very new to us but we hope it will go smoothly. 
The infant school started their meetings last night and use the same software and it worked smoothly, which is encouraging! I t is worth 
checking that the microphone on your device is on at the start of the meeting and being sure on how to turn it on and off. 

 

 Reminder: Please wear a face covering whilst on 

school site (unless exempt for medical reasons) & avoid 
talking to staff at classroom door.  Many thanks. 

Christmas / Foodbank / Children in Need 
We know that many families are struggling at the moment so this year we are keeping our Children in Need 
appeal local. From today until Wednesday 18

th
 November we will be taking Christmas themed donations for the 

Andover Foodbank. This will help the Foodbank to put together hampers of Christmas food to deliver to families 
in need this Christmas and will help to bring some much needed Christmas Cheer!  

We were blown away by your support for the Foodbank for harvest so we are hoping for some great donations for Christmas. 
Children should bring their donations in to school with them on any day between 11

th
 and 18

th
 November and place 

them in the boxes outside Miss Windross’ room.  
To help the Foodbank to have a variety of items, we would like year groups to bring in the following please: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Foodbank will distribute donations in ‘Bags for Life’. If your child is able to bring their donation in a bag for life, this can 
also be used. We’ll take all this down to the Foodbank in time for them to use. Many thanks for all your support!  

Christmas Gifts - Video Games Age Restrictions (& Buy A Book for Christmas ) 
Although it may seem a little early, we are sure that thoughts are turning towards the festive 
period.  As we approach Christmas we would urge families to consider a couple of things if 
purchasing presents for children (We have already had a word with Father Christmas about the 
gifts that he brings!)  

Many video games are entirely appropriate for primary-aged children, but there are some that 
are clearly not and can have some very mature themes. It is clearly not appropriate for children 
to play, or to watch others playing, games rated 14, 16 or even 18 and therefore suitable only for 
adults aged eighteen or over as they contain content that is very unsuitable for children, 
including extreme and intense violence, strong sexual content, inappropriate language and use 
of drugs and alcohol. Please don’t buy these games for primary-aged children and remind others 
not to do so as well. 

We would also urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider buying a 
book for children this Christmas. We believe that every child should receive at least one book at 
Christmas as it is a great present. There are lots of excellent books around, including comic-style 
ones, but a few of our favourite authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, James Carter, Anne Wan, 
Sarah McIntyre, Nicky Dee, Steve Clifford, the Etherington brothers, Christopher Edge and Tom 
Palmer, who have all visited Portway over the years. Of course there are lots of great books for 
children available so please consider one for Christmas. 

 

 

Year 3  
Custard – tinned or packets  

Pickle or chutney  
Chocolate selection box  

Year 4  
Crackers/biscuits for cheese  

Coffee  
Gravy / stuffing  

 

Year 5  

Christmas pudding  
Tinned ham  

Chocolate coins  
 

Year 6  

Hot chocolate  
Crisps  

Box of chocolates  
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