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Illness/Sickness Bug  As you may know, 2 local schools have had to close for a day recently due 
to sickness bugs. We know that Endeavour Primary and Andover CofE Primary both thought long 
and hard before making this difficult decision. We have had quite a few staff and children off with a 
bug but we are doing our very best to avoid the disruption of closing the school. Please remember 
that if your child is sick, then they need to be kept off for 48 hours after they were last physically 
sick. At this time of year please err on the side of caution if your child is unwell and hopefully we 
can avoid the problems other schools have encountered. Many thanks! 

Christmas Kids Clothing Drive: We are supporting St Mary’s Church, who have a campaign to 
distribute unused children’s school coats, school shoes and wellies to families in need. We are sending a 
flyer home today but it is pretty simple. If you have any of these items that are no longer used then please 
put them in a bag and send them into school. We will store them and then St Mary’s will collect them and 
distribute them via their networks. It is a simple but potentially highly effective idea. So please bring any 
school coats, school shoes or wellies into school by Wednesday 18

th
 December (next Wednesday). 

Dress Down Day Thank you to everyone’s contribution for the School Council dress down day. We raised nearly £400 for 
the Southampton Children’s Neurosurgery Ward. Well done and thank you to the school council for organising. 

Vacancies We currently have opportunities to join the friendly Portway team. We are looking for an 
assistant to work at lunchtime. Full details are available in the vacancies section of our website at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 

PSA Christmas Cracker Thank you to everyone who came along to the Christmas Cracker last week – it 
was rather busy! Once again we are so lucky to have such a brilliant PTA who organise these events for 

us. They are amazing! Although it was just a small event it raised over £2,400, which is a staggering 
amount. Thank you! 

Parking We are very lucky to have very patient local residents, who have to cope with a lot of traffic disruption with 2 large 
schools on their doorsteps. Generally the residents & the parents get on ok with a few minor issues. However, last week we 
received a note from a resident, who was very upset after an incident. It involved a car parked partially over her drive. 
According to the resident, the owner of the car became very abusive towards her in front of his child. As you can imagine, the 
lady was quite shaken up by the whole incident. She let us know as well as reporting it to the police with the car’s details.  
Parking can be a very emotive issue but we would urge everyone to be aware where they are parking and not to block any 
drives, etc. We know parking is a challenge for all and there are no easy solutions. However, there is parking available on the 
industrial estate and a path leads from there to near the bottom of the field. It is only a 5 minute walk, so might be an option 
for some.  

Ukulele Concert Year 4 pupils have been learning the ukulele every week this term, with a teacher from Hampshire Music 
Service (HMS). They hosted a mini-concert for parents and pupils in Year 3 yesterday. Everyone did really well and all have 
made lots of progress in such a short time. Ukuleles are not very expensive instruments so could make a good Christmas 
present! Next term Year 5 will be working with HMS and will also be learning the ukulele! We look forward to seeing how they 
get on. 

 Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Week Messages & Reminders: Mon 16th – Fri 20th December 

Christmas Cards Pupils will deliver cards around the school, but please make sure that all cards are clearly labelled with full 

name and class. Last posting day is Thursday 19
th
 December. 

Christmas Play - Monday 16
th

 December The Glee Club invite you to an original retelling of the Christmas Story on Monday 16
th
 

December at 6:00 pm in the school hall. Tickets are free and EVERYONE is welcome to come along!  Just turn up on the day. 

Christmas Carol Services - Tuesday 17
th

 & Wednesday 18
th

 December Our Christmas carol services will take place in the 

school hall and the service for year 3 and 4 will be on the morning of Tuesday 17
th

 December (starting soon after the school day 
starts) with the year 5 and 6 service taking place the following day on Wednesday 18

th
 December. As you will realise, space is 

very short indeed in the hall but it would be great to see parents, friends and families join us. It would be really useful if pushchairs, 
etc could be left outside of the main doors rather than in the hall or in the reception area. Also little ones are welcome but please 
take them out of they become restless or noisy. 

Christmas Lunch - Thursday 19th December Last week you should have received a note about the Christmas lunch on 

Thursday 19th December. Please fill in the slip and return to school asap. 

Festive Outfit Day – Thursday 19
th

 December On Thursday 19
th
 everyone is invited to dress in a ‘Festive Outfit’! It could be a 

Christmas fancy dress or a Christmas jumper or just something with a Christmas feel. No uniform (and no football kits!) on that 
day are needed. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper or T-shirt with 
some tinsel can work just as well. 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 20
th
 December and school finishes at 1:15 as it is our last day before the Christmas 

holiday. We have agreed that pupils do not need to wear uniform on this day. 
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Key Dates for your Diary 

 
Mon 16

th
 Dec 6:00 Glee Christmas Story 

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service  

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service 

Thur 19
th
 Dec Christmas Dressing-Up day  

Thur 19
th
 Dec Christmas Lunch 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

Mon 6
th
 Jan Spring Term starts 

 

 

Football Reports  

Pilgrim’s Cross 2 – Portway B 3 
A close match for the B team last week and Pilgrim’s 
Cross kept coming back into the game with their keeper 
making some great saves. In the end Portway kept 
going to narrowly seal the victory. 
Squad: Mason Hewlett, Ryan Jordan, Nikkos Pun, Cam 
Morrison, Jonathan Monteiro, Bray Jones, Alex Carter, 
Kodi Wells, Jack Dominy 
 
 
 
 
 
Portway A 0 – St John’s Primary A 2 
The A team came up against a very strong St John’s 
team last week and lost 2-0.  Portway managed to hit 
the post twice and the crossbar once but it wasn’t to be 
their day. 
Squad: Isaac Hartland-Bridges, Frank Flitter, Jasper Fry, 
Freddie Burnell, Josh White, Kodi Wells, Nikkos Pun 

Are you a graduate and interested 

in training to teach with a group of 

local excellent Primary schools? 

If you know of someone who has a degree and you think might 
be interested in finding out more about School Direct route into 
teaching (it might even be you!) then please get in touch. We 
are looking for candidates with a degree to train with us at 
Portway from next September. We work with several local 
schools and the outstanding University of Winchester to train 
the next cohort of teachers. 
If you would like to chat about the options available then 
please leave a message for Mr Deery via the office.  

 

Governing Body Vacancy: We currently have a vacancy for 

a parent governor. We hold all our meetings at 5:30 on 
Wednesday evenings and there is normally one main meeting 
every half term, which lasts about 2 hours. These are 
supplemented with three committees and governors normally 
join one of these committees and they also meet once per half 
term (also on Wednesdays). If you would like to talk to 
someone about the role then please do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  

 
Year 5 Winchester Cathedral 

Have you ever been to the Norman Cathedral in 
Winchester? We did, just last week and we had a 
tremendous time! To start with we all met at the 
Education Centre where we met the two ladies who 
were our guides for the day. We went upstairs to 
do a workshop about King Alfred the Great and 
about how the Saxons made books. We got to 
touch parchment paper made of animal skins. It 
was immensely old and had been taken out of an 
Anglo Saxon book. We learnt about Anglo Saxon 
capital letters which were illuminated in the text of 
ancient books in gold! We got to practise this with 
our own letters and colours – we weren’t allowed to 
use real gold though! We also traced patterns with 
inkless pens so that we could make ‘cloak pens’. 
These were like brooches which pinned cloaks 
together in the cold weather. We also got to look 
around the Cathedral – it was very fascinating. 
Winchester is only down the road, go and have a 
look around the Cathedral if you can! We had a 
great day which was followed up by a member of 
Cathedral staff phoning Mr Deery to tell him how 
amazing we all were at representing Portway! 
Thank you to our teachers for taking us too.  

Chloe Watt & James Noble 5HW 

Office Opening Hours 
Mon-Thur 8:30-4:30       Fri 8:30-4:00 

Messages can be left on answerphone at any time 

Calshot Residential  
(Year 6) 

January 2020 
Please note that all monies should have now been paid. 
(We have already paid Calshot.) If you haven’t paid yet 
could you please get in contact as soon as possible. 

 

Don’t Forget 
The last of term is Friday 20

th 
December and school finishes at 1:15 

on that day. 

The Eco Group: Phil Read Visits! 
Last week a special visitor came to visit the Eco group. He brought lots of different animal skulls; a red deer, 
a badger, a mole, a rat, an otter and a mouse. He also showed us a grass snake back bone, which consisted 
of 153 vertebrae. We were also amazed by the size of the mammoth vertebrae from a sperm whale. 

The best part was when we handled the skeletons and touched the teeth, which were quite wobbly. We also 
held some antlers, which were incredibly heavy. 

The protection on the sheep’s horn was made from the same material that human nails are made from. All of 
the animal bones and skulls were animals from the UK. 

It was a fascinating talk and we were very grateful to Phil for coming to share his collection with us. 

By the members of the Portway Eco Group 

 

 

 

 

 


