
                   PORTWAY  PRESS 
 
 

Issue 735                                11th March 2020 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update  
It has been a busy week since the news of the case connected to Andover 
Leisure Centre came out on Sunday. We apologise for the conflicting advice 
that was issued but, unfortunately, schools were told different things and this 
led to the confusion. We spoke to the Department for Education (DfE) 
coronavirus official helpline for schools, who told us one thing, and then other 
schools spoke to them and they gave alternative advice! Obviously we had to 
give out the advice from ‘those in the know’ that we were given. It was very 
frustrating for all local schools and we have made our feelings known to the 
relevant authorities. Thank you for your support and patience. 

As you will be aware, the situation is changing on a daily basis and we are sent an update every day from the 
Department for Education. We will do our best to keep everyone up-to-date. The current advice is that no school 
should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health 
England, but we obviously cannot ignore this possibility at some point in the future. 

With current information in mind, we would like to issue the following information so that you can plan accordingly 
in the event of school closure, although we are hoping this will not happen. We must stress this is a precaution at 
this stage. 
 

If Public Health England advises that the school should close outside of school hours then we will 

update our website (similar to if we have to close due to snow.) Any decision to close will be 

communicated as soon as possible to parents in the following ways: 

 We will update the school website www.portwayjunior.co.uk 

 We will update our social media feeds (Twitter & Facebook). Please be aware that we do not monitor 

these feeds so cannot respond to any questions. 

 An email sent from the school system (if you are not registered on the school email system then it might 

be worth considering doing so – please contact the office). 

 All school closures are uploaded onto the Hampshire County Council website at: 

www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/  

 
If Public Health England advises that the school should close during school hours. 

It could become necessary to close our school during the school day, although this is more unlikely. If this is 
the case, we will contact parents by email and ask them to come and collect their children from school as 
soon as possible. Please check your emails regularly if this appears to be likely. We will also update our 
social media feeds. Please be assured that all children will be supervised until they are collected by parents. 

We are currently considering ways of enabling some learning tasks to be available from our website/email 
should our school be required to close for a prolonged period. 

 
                   

  

  

 

How to help to slow the spread of Coronavirus! 
 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds (or an alcohol-based sanitiser if soap and 

water aren’t available.) We have talked to the children about this – singing happy birthday twice is about 

20 seconds! 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 If your child feels unwell please do not send them to school. 

 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin. If you haven’t got a tissue or no 

time to one then do the ‘Portway Dab’ (ask the children to show you ) 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home. 

 If you’re worried about your symptoms, please call NHS 111 – don’t go directly to your GP or other 

healthcare environment. 

 
Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 24

th
 March   Y5 Ukulele Concerts in the morning 

Friday 27
th
 March    Portway Green Day 

Friday 27
th
 March    Clubs finish for the term 

Wednesday 1
st
 April  Y4 Shakespeare Showcase to parents 

Thursday 2
nd

 April  PTA Dress Down Day: Fine = a bottle for the tombola! 
Thursday 2

nd
 April  4:30-6:30 PTA Easter Eggstravaganza! 

Friday 3
rd

 April    Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 
Friday 3

rd
 April    Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

Monday 20
th

 April    School Re-opens for Summer Term 
Wednesday 22

nd
 April   Y5 Tennis starts 

Thursday 30
th
 April   Calshot Information Evening for Year 5 parents 

Friday 8
th
 May    School Closed for VE Day Bank holiday 

Monday 11
th

 May    Year 6 SATs week 
Thursday 21

st
 May  Sports Day (Parents invited in the afternoon) 

Friday 22
nd

 May    School closes for Half Term (normal 3:20 finish) 
Monday 1

st
 June    Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June    Day Closure 
Thursday 11

th
 June  Year 6 to Winchester University 

Monday 22
nd

 June  Class Photos 
Wednesday 15

th
 July   Year 6 Graduation 10am 

Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday (1:15 finish) 

2020-21 School year starts on Monday 7th September for all pupils 

 

School Council Dress Down day: GREEN DAY! 
This exciting event is taking place on the 27th March 2020.You 
can wear anything green you want but NO football/ rugby kit. 
We are raising money for Andover Trees United. Minimum 
donations of £1 to dress down. We are not having a themed 
lunch on that day now but the kitchen will be looking how they 
can reduce the use of single-use plastic and providing a special 
pudding! By Olivia S and Dotty O 

 

 
 

 

Last week the ‘VEG of the WEEK’ was peas! 
Lots of pupils tried peas for the first time and 
completed their sheet. 
This week it is sweet corn so let’s see if we can 
continue our impressive start! 

Can we EAT THEM TO DEFEAT THEM? 

Try These 5 Ways to Wellbeing 
Research tells us that getting children to talk about their feelings to family and friends is a very effective way of improving 
emotional wellbeing for young people. BBC Children in Need, alongside Young Minds & Boots, have produced a leaflet 
that outlines 5 ways to improve the wellbeing of young people. It can be found on our website but the 5 elements are: 

Connect      Be Active     Take Notice     Keep Learning     Give 
For more details have a look on our website or at www.boots.com/health/mental-health/a-million-and-me 

Lions in the Community  
Easter Soccer School @ Portway 

 

Mon 6
th
 – Thurs 9

th
 April 

£70 for 4 days or £20 per day 

More details: www.lionsinthecommunity.com  

cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com  07825 339091 

 

PTA Easter Eggstravaganza! 

Thursday 2nd April 4:30-6:30 

The PTA are busy getting ready for the 
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA at the 
end of term. They have lots of stalls 
and lots of things planned for this 
event including another egg decorating 
contest! On the day there will be a 
dress down day for the PTA with the 
‘fine’ being bottles for the tombola for 
us in the juniors. More details soon but 
the PTA are looking for volunteers to 
help to prepare during the day of the 
event and also to run stalls. Please get 
in touch if you can help! 

 

World Book Day Many thanks to 
everyone for making World Book 
Day such a great event. There 
were some amazing costumes 
and some very original ones as 
well! It was also lovely to see 
pupils bringing in books to share 
with other children. 

Group Chat on Mobile Phones 
Just a reminder to parents that 
there are not only ‘online’ dangers 
for pupils but group chats on 
phones have real potential to 
cause problems as well. It is 
important that children , especially 
primary school children, have 
clear and agreed boundaries if 
they are given a mobile phone. If 
you have not checked your child’s 
mobile phone recently it might be 
a good idea to do so. 

Re-arranged Parent Consultation Dates 
If you are a parent of a pupil in 5CB and 6MK and for those 

parents in 5HW whose appointments on the Friday were 
also cancelled, please be aware that letters are coming 

home today with rearranged dates for parent consultations.  
For all appointments, booking is as usual using our normal 

online system.   

Portway is Full! 
We are delighted that not only is our school full, but we now have a waiting list for all year groups! Thank you for all of your 
support, it is much appreciated. 
Mr Deery has shown around 3 sets of parents in the last week, who are very keen for their children to come here but we 
have no space. With this in mind, it would be very useful if you could let us know as early as possible if you are likely to 
move away from the area. We must stress we won’t give away your place until it is certain but we can give some of the 
prospective parents a little bit of hope about places. Many thanks 

http://www.boots.com/health/mental-health/a-million-and-me
http://www.lionsinthe/
mailto:cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com

