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Updated Coronavirus Guidance for Schools 

On Monday evening, after the announcement from the Prime Minister, 
we received a document from the Department for Education (DfE) about 
coronavirus operational guidance for schools. Apart from the change for 
secondary school students wearing masks, there is very little other 
change and we are being asked to continue the measures we have in 
place. Our core purpose is the teaching and learning that takes place in 
the classrooms and we have managed to keep the school free of 
positive cases for four months. It is important that we do everything we 
can to maintain this. 

As result of the guidance, we will be keeping our COVID safety control measures in school, potentially for the rest of the 
term. The reasons/reminders outlined by the DfE include: 

1. The virus is still in the community, and not everyone has been vaccinated so some are still vulnerable. (We heard of 
another school about 10 miles from here with a positive case yesterday.) 

2. The control measures in school reduce the number of children and adults who have to self-isolate if we have a case. 
Minimising the number of children self-isolating reduces number of children whose education is disrupted and also less 
parents/carers are inconvenienced by bubble closures. (It is still the case that a child or adult who has been - or could 
have been - in close contact  with someone with covid, must self-isolate for 10 days, regardless of any testing.) 

3. We have been asked to continue to maintain bubbles for the pupils, except for specialist provision in a small number of 
cases. 

4. ‘In all schools and FE providers, we continue to recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in 
situations outside of classrooms.’  Adults in school are going to continue to wear masks when not in classrooms and we 
will also ask parents/visitors to wear face coverings on site. The DfE guidance also asks us to continue staggering the 
start/end of days and discouraging parents/visitors to congregate anywhere on site, especially around the entrances. 

We are looking at some potential trips for year groups after ½ term, but these will be to outside facilities and will be 
carefully risk-assessed. Year 6 staff are also looking at how we can mark the end of the year 6 pupils’ time at Portway, 
whilst also keeping them as safe as possible – more news shortly. We are planning to hold a sports/art week, with an 
Olympic theme, starting on Monday 5th July. At this stage the guidance for schools has not changed so we are unable to 
confirm whether or not parents may be invited to join us at any point in that week. We are being told to be as cautious as 
possible at this stage. 

The key thing to remember is that the guidance for schools has not changed at all and, despite national easing of some 
restrictions, we still have to do everything we can to prevent any cases spreading across the school. We will, of course, 
continue to review our safety measures and will continue to prioritise everyone's safety going forward. Once again, thank 
you for all your support with this. Making decisions that will impact on over 400 students and 50 staff is always diff icult 
and I realise some decisions may disappoint some people. 

The good news is a few members of staff have had their second vaccinations (mostly the more mature  staff like 
myself!) but there are still a large number (mostly staff under 40) who have yet to receive their first vaccinations. Hopefully 
the next few weeks will see the majority of staff invited to get their jab. I must admit I will feel a lot more comfortable when 
this is the case. We are still doing home testing for staff twice a week and I do worry every time my phone goes off on a 
Sunday evening – just in case a member of staff has tested positive! I am hoping not to have to shut any bubbles for the 
rest of the school year! 

Mr D 

 

The Slow Down Social  The week before half term we are hosting a Slow Down Social. On 
Thursday 27th May we are offering to keep the children until 3.30pm. Anytime between 2.30 – 
3.30pm we would like to invite you to come up to school and grab a free coffee or tea or a cold 
drink courtesy of our wonderful PTA, and then go for a walk with your friends around the field to 
chat and catch up. You may prefer to simply sit on the grass with a coffee and chat with a group 
of friends. You might like to take the time to be alone and find a shady spot to read a book or a 
magazine by yourself. All the details are on the letter coming home today! (If you or anyone you 
know would like to promote their business with a free table top display then get them to email 
adminoffice@portway-inf.hants.sch.uk to discuss suitability.)   

Cleaner Vacancy  We are looking for someone to join our amazing cleaning team. All of the details are on the website at the 
link below. Cleaners are a vital part of our school so please have a look if you are interested.  

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 
      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

     

 

 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies


 

Dates for the Diary 
Thursday 13

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Monday 31
st
 May  Half term week   

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Monday 5
th

 July  Olympic Week at Portway (Sport/Art) 
Friday 23

rd
 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 

Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

Have you bought a balloon for the virtual balloon race? 
Last time to enter is next Tuesday (18th May) with the balloons being ‘launched’ on Thursday 20th! 

Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’ 

You can customise your balloon with a name, colour and message!  Balloons cost £3 each, and you can 
buy as many as you like! 

The balloons will be launched at 12:00 noon on Thursday 20th May 

The race will run for one week, during which time you will be able to log on and check the progress of 
your balloon and watch the leader board. 

The race will end at 12:00 noon on Thursday 27th May  

This competition is open to everyone so why not challenge your friends, neighbours and family to a little eco-friendly 
balloon race competition? Prizes will be awarded to the winners!  

Can you beat Mr D’s balloon – the Deery Dynamo! 

 (or Miss W’s balloon – Blown by the Wind-ross!) 

Year 3 Parents – Hooke Court Residential November 2021 
All of the details for the residential at Hooke Court in November are now on the website (link below). 
There is a video presentation plus the details about how to book a place.  Any questions then 
please email the office and someone will get back to you. 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/court-hooke  

 

Portway PTA School Lottery: Once again the PTA have been very busy and are starting a new project. They 
have signed up to the School Lottery and it is very simple. You just choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if they 
match the weekly lottery draw, you win great prizes! See the flyer that went home last week for further details! 

Online Parent Consultations – 5
th

, 11
th

 & 13
th

 May 2021 
(Please see the original letter for further details about how to book.) 

Once you have booked, you will receive a confirmation email. This email will also give you the link that you will need to 
connect to the video appointment with your child’s teacher. Please be aware that each appointment will last for 10 minutes 
but, if you are late logging onto your appointment, this will be reflected in your appointment time, e.g. if you are 2 minutes 
late logging in, there will only be 8 minutes remaining of your scheduled appointment.  

The booking system closed on Monday May 3rd so if you wish to make any changes, please contact the school office but 
there is no guarantee that a change will be able to be made. 

In order to attend a virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most 
laptops, tablets and smartphones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is a 
guide at the following link giving information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read 
more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 

There is a video which shows you how to log in and attend your video appointment. Underneath the video is a help article 
with written information to the same effect including how to invite another parent/guardian to join your appointment. 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add appointments on your 
behalf. 
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