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Calshot – Next Week! Next week most of year 6 pupils are off on a week’s residential visit to Calshot Activity Centre. This 
means that about quarter of staff and pupils will be away for the week including Mr Deery and Mr Staff (our Site Manager). 
School will run as normal but your understanding would be appreciated as there will be less staff around. We will be 
keeping everyone regularly updated on our website with news and photos from the visit so keep checking. We will also be 
sending updates via our Twitter and Facebook accounts (@portwayjunior).  A final letter went out earlier this week about 
the trip and there is a copy on the website. 

Diary Error - Year 3 Apologies but there was an error on the dates sent home last week. The date for the Year 3 Egypt 
Day is Thursday 6th February and not Monday 3

rd
 in the calendar of events. 

Year 6 Assessment Evening Thank you to everyone who came along to the meeting for year 6 parents last week, we 
hope you found it useful. A reminder that the main tests take place in the week beginning 11th May and so it is very 
important that all year 6 pupils are in school for the whole week. A copy of the presentation, including the key dates, used 
on the evening is on the front page of the school website. There is also a list of useful websites. If you have any questions 
please see the year 6 staff. 

Facebook Can we remind parents about being careful about what they post on social media. We were recently made 
aware about some posts which mentioned the school. If you are worried about something then please get in contact with us 
rather than putting it on social media. No members of staff were mentioned this time but, if this was the case, we would 
have to consult with the Hampshire County Council legal department. 

Water Bottles It would be really useful if every child could bring in a water bottle to school. They can help pupils to keep 
hydrated during the day and can be filled up at school. As always please make sure they are clearly labelled with name and 
class. We sell water bottles here at school at a very reasonable £1.20. 

Reading at Home Reading is a key skill for life 
and one that we are committed to helping our 
pupils improve. Reading books together at home, 
talking about the characters, etc. in books are all 
really important for helping children improve not 
just their reading fluency but also their writing 
ability. Any support you give your child at home is 
crucially important!  

Times Tables at Home We also ask that pupils 
read and practise their multiplication tables at least 
four times every week. Often this is better done 
several times for a short time, rather than just one 
or two longer sessions. A secure times tables knowledge 
underpins all other maths learning. All pupils have a login 
to the TimesTable Rockstars website, which is becoming 
very popular! (Details are in their home/school diaries and 
the link is on our website.) 

 

 

 

  

  

Key Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 16th January PTA Meeting (7:00 in Community Room) 
Monday 20th January  Calshot Residential (Year 6) 
Monday 3rd February  Clubs start 
Wednesday12th February Yr 3 meeting re Next Year’s Hooke Court Residential 
Friday 14th February  Last Day before ½ Term Break 
Monday 24th February  School returns 
Thursday 27th February Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 28th February  Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 3rd April   Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 
Friday 3rd April   Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 
Monday 1

st
 June  Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June  Day Closure 
Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday 

 

Office Opening Hours 
8:30-4:30 Mon-Thurs 
8:30-4:00 Fridays 

Outside of these times 
messages can be left on 

voicemail 

 

Messages From the PTA:  
Meeting: We have a meeting tomorrow ( Thursday 16th Jan) at 7:00pm in the community room-all are welcome. Please come along and see what 
we are all about. 
Unwanted Christmas Gifts: If you ended up with any unwanted presents over Christmas you can re-gift them to the PTA for our upcoming 
events/fairs/raffles. Leave them in reception anytime to suit you. Thank you so much in advance. In addition, if you received any gift hampers, we 
would welcome the empty baskets/hampers as well. 
Glass Jars: we are always collecting glass jars with (or without) lids. Please drop off at any time in reception.   

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Norovirus Warning: Please Read 
We have received this note from the local health authority 
and they have asked us to share with parents/guardians. 

Please Note: Norovirus is now circulating in Hampshire schools. 

In individual cases of diarrhoea and vomiting and in managing 
outbreaks, pupils suffering symptoms must be excluded from 
school until they have been without symptoms for 48hrs 
consecutively.  

This helps prevent and control the impact of outbreaks of 
the highly infectious norovirus in schools.  There is a risk that by 
allowing pupils to return sooner, the infection is likely to be 
perpetuated within your setting. 

Parents and carers might find the following a useful resource: 

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool 

 
 

 

               School Budget 2020/21 – Can you help? 
Our budget, which starts in April, is yet to be announced, but you may be able to help. Several years ago the government introduced 
a ‘pupil premium’, which means that schools will receive an amount of money in their budgets based on the numbers of pupils who 
are entitled to Free School Meals and also those who have a parent in the armed forces. Obviously we want to ensure we maximise 
the amount we receive so we would urge anyone who thinks they may be entitled to free school meals to have a look at the 
Hampshire County website www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary  which can help you see 
whether you qualify. We must stress pupils do not have to take the free meals but it will help to increase our budget.  As one 
supermarket says… every little helps! 
There is also a slip at the end of this newsletter in case we have missed any armed forces children off of our list.  
As always, time is very short as the school ‘census’ is TOMORROW  (Thursday 16

th
 January) and this is the day that the 

government will collect the figures for the budget starting in April. 

 
IF YOU ARE A PARENT OF A CHILD IN THE SCHOOL AND A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES PLEASE FILL IN THE SLIP 

BELOW. WE THINK WE KNOW EVERYONE BUT IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO CHECK! 
THIS INFORMATION IS TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL (THE CENSUS DOES NOT COLLECT INDIVIDUAL NAMES) 

 

Pupil Premium - Armed Forces Information 
Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________Class:_________ 

Name of Parent in Armed Forces:____________________________________________________ 
 

Signed: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Winter Wet Mornings! 
Unfortunately we have had a few wet mornings 
recently so we thought it would be useful to remind 
everyone of the procedure. If it is very wet (rather than 
just light rain) then pupils may wait in the main hall 
from 8:40. We ask that pupils are dropped off outside 
and walk in alone as it can get very congested. There 
are some occasions when the hall is in use or has 
been set up for something so it cannot be used before 
school. If this is the case, then pupils should go to the 
main playground and the member of staff on duty will 
make a decision whether to open the doors early. The 
teachers have a briefing at 8:30 for 10 minutes so if 
we let pupils in we need to know there are enough 
staff around to supervise. 

Lions in the Community 
February Soccer School @ Farleigh School 

Mon 17
th
-Wed 19

th
 Feb 

£25 per day / £45 for 2 days / £65 for 3 days 

Email Cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com or  
phone 07825 339091 

 

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting 
(For current Year 3 pupils) 

Wednesday 12th February 6:00  
After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court we are 

planning to repeat the experience in November this year. On Wednesday 

12th February there will be a meeting for all year 3 parents to find out 

about next year’s trip. So come along and find out all about it! The 

meeting is normally finished within 45 minutes. 

 

Year 3 & 4 Trip to The Lights to see Pinocchio 
Last Thursday all of Year 3 and Year 4 went to The Lights to see Pinocchio. It was 
performed by Oddsocks Theatre Company. Our favourite part was when the huge, 
shocking and scary shark ate Pinocchio and his father! The funniest part was when his 
nose grew so long it hurt a teacher (not a Portway teacher – one in the show!) We would 
recommend this mesmerising performance from anyone from 5 to 95! 
Thank you to our teachers for arranging this amazing trip. Also thank you to the staff at The 
Lights, who really looked after us. There are lots of great shows on at The Lights and 
information can be found on their website. 

By Tabitha Knight and Callum Green (Year 3) 

 

 

 

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool
http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary

