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September We have almost finished the arrangements for all children returning in September. There 
will be a letter coming home in the next few days with all of the final details. Although we will be 
welcoming all children back to school, it will be far from normal. The letter will contain vital 
information about staggered starting/finishing times, uniform requirements, equipment, etc. It is really 
important that everyone reads it, so please take the time to have a look through it when it arrives. 
There will also be a copy on the website. 

Breakfast Club / Portway Plus+ After-School Care There is also an important letter coming home 
tomorrow about the arrangements for our breakfast club and Portway Plus for September. We have 
sent it to everyone but it is especially important for parents/carers who regularly access these 
facilities. There is also a survey but please only fill it in if you think you are likely to use these 
services. 

Year 6 Virtual Graduations Last week we had our ‘virtual graduations’ for year 6 and, although it wasn’t the same as usual, 
we all agreed they went very well. Thank you to the parents who attended but also to Test Valley Borough Council and the 
University of Winchester for their amazing support. The staff recorded a video for year 6 pupils, including some rather 
‘interesting’ dance moves! It is on our website in the ‘Farewell Year 6’ section of the website – there is a link on the front 
page. 

Transition booklets for Pupils On our school website there are some booklets for pupils about moving up to the next year 
group. All of the new classteachers have also recorded a welcome message for their new classes. This is all on the front 
page of the website in the ‘Moving on Up’ section. 

Year 3, 4 & 5 Return! This week we have welcomed lots of year 3, 4 and 5 pupils that we have not seen for quite a while! It 
has been great to see them and we are delighted they could come back into school, albeit for only a few days. We were 
really impressed by the way they came back into school – lots of smiles, which was great to see! 

Library Books Lots of the children have had copies of our library books during lockdown.  We now need these back in 
school so that we have them ready for the new school year.  If your child is coming into school, please send the books in with 
them, otherwise they can be left in the post box outside the front door.  It is really important we get them all back Thank you! 

And finally… Some lovely news to finish! Mrs Wassell (year 5 teacher/leader) is going to have a baby! We are sure you will 
join us in sending our congratulations to Mrs Wassell and her husband. She will be with us for part of the autumn term before 
starting her maternity leave.  

         Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
 

2019-20: What a year that was!  
This is the last Portway Press before we break up and, it is fair to say, it has been a rather unusual year! Even in early 
March we could not imagine the situation that would unfold over the following months. We are now living in a very 
different world and, although we are starting to return to some form of normality, it is going to be quite different for some 
time. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to, once again, thank you for your support during this very challenging period. We 
have tried to make decisions that are in the best interest of our pupils, our school and the community but it has, at times, 
been difficult knowing the best way forward. We are very proud to be part of the Portway Family and your comments, 
notes, and words of encouragement have meant everything to us. You really are a smashing bunch! I also have to say 
that I could not have wished for a better staff team – they have always accepted the challenges and subsequent 
changes and done everything they can to make it as positive as possible for our pupils and community.  
 

It is now even more important that children (and staff) recharge their batteries over the summer, but it is also important 
that children don’t just switch off completely. Please encourage your children to read using a range of books, comics, 
newspapers, etc. Experts agree that children who read during the summer gain reading skills, while those who do not 
can slide backward. The local library reading scheme (details on our website) is a great way to encourage reading and it 
would be really beneficial if all children would read for 20 minutes at least 4 or 5 times during the week. This can be on 
their own, with an adult, or even sharing a book with a brother or sister. Doing this will really pay off in the long term and 
is worth the investment. Also, please keep up the times tables work (Times Tables Rockstars is brilliant) as this is really 
important and has a significant impact on the learning in mathematics. We are leaving all of our home learning on the 
website so please use this when we are not in school and this contains an enormous wealth of activities. These can be 
found in the year group home learning folders but also in the general section. Pupils are welcome to try out anything 
they didn’t do or repeat some of the activities they have already tried. There is also a ‘Splendid Summer’ section with 
some activities to keep children’s key skills going and also some local places to visit for fun family times. We will also 
share some activities from Stormbreak about movement and mental health – some great activities for the holiday. 
 

Please take care over the summer and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 7
th
 September! Mr D 

 

 



 

Key Dates 
Thursday 16

th
 July Cohort 2 Phased Contact days for Years 3, 4 & 5 begin (3 days) 

Monday 20
th
 July  Final Contact day for Cohort 2 (Years 3, 4, & 5) 

Monday 20
th

 July Final contact day for Critical worker children 
Monday 7th Sept  Full Re-opening - Autumn Term begins! 

VACANCY AT PORTWAY - WE NEED A CLEANER TO JOIN OUR TEAM! 
We are looking for a cleaner to join our team. This has always been an important job but is even more important now! Full 

details are available in the vacancies section of our website at http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 
If you would like a chat about the role then contact our office on 01264 35206 

2020 Summer Reading Challenge:  

Join the SILLY SQUAD! 
The Summer Reading Challenge has launched in Hampshire and 
there are more ways than ever for children to take part in 2020. 

The challenge supports the literacy of children aged 4-11 by encouraging 
children to read (at least) six books over the summer holidays.  

Every participating child who signs up online at www.hants.gov.uk/library will receive a medal and a certificate 
we hope to distribute these rewards through schools in the autumn. 

You can now make a short visit to your local library, children who can’t sign-up online can get help to sign-up 
for the Summer Reading Challenge and family groups can visit together to browse and borrow books. For more 
information on making short visits to the library please visit our website www.hants.gov.uk/library 

More details on our website or at https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

 

September 2020 Uniform Update 
We have decided not to reintroduce full uniform for the autumn term. This is because changing into 
PE kits, etc. is going to be very difficult and we feel doing PE and getting outside will be even more 
important than ever. These will be the temporary uniform rules for next term: 

 School jumper & T-shirt or polo shirt (with school logo or, if not, in the 

 school colours) 

 Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, tracksuit bottoms or leggings (or similar) 

 Plimsolls or trainers. However these must be trainers suitable for PE and 

 not ‘fashion’ trainers. They should not have a heel or glitter, etc. 

 Be smart – school is not a fashion parade (No jeans, brightly coloured 

 tops, make-up, jewellery, etc. allowed) 

We have 2 suppliers of our school uniform. Happy Fish have advised us that uniform orders need to 
be placed by 5.30pm on Friday 7th August to ensure delivery by September 7th.  Any orders placed 
after this date will not be ready until after this. Don’t forget you can also order from www.mapac.com 
as well. 

 

 

PTA AGM – Thursday 24
th

 September 7:00 
Please add this date to your diary. The meeting is likely to be a virtual one but it is really important. We are going to need 
the PTA even more as we come out of lockdown. We are also looking for a new treasurer. If you would like to chat about 
the role then please get in touch and we can put you in contact. Without a treasurer the PTA would not be able to operate, 
which would be a huge shame! More details to follow but a copy of the agenda can be found in the PTA section of the 
website. Many Thanks  

Portway Goes Cashless! In line with current recommendations, our office will be going cashless from September. This 
means that no cash can be taken for payment for dinners, trips, etc. We are encouraging all parents/carers to use our 
Scopay system.  If you don’t currently have a Scopay account, please email the office and they can send you a link code 
to register. 

 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies
http://www.hants.gov.uk/library
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.mapac.com/


  

PRESS PUZZLES FOR PUPILS  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone!  

It has been so great to see so many of you over these last few days 
– we have loved it! This is our last Press until the new school year 
starts so we wish you all a very happy summer holiday. There will 
be a ‘Splendid Summer’ section on our website with some fun 
things to do and places to visit – check it out! Take care and stay 
safe; keep washing your hands!   Mr D & Miss W  

What words can you make 
from these letters? 

Words must be 3 letters or 
more.  

You can only use each 
letter once.  

SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE!  

 

Our lovely ladies in 
the office have 
posed for two 

photos. How many 
differences in the 
two pictures can 

you see?  

Jokes of the week! 

Q. What do you call a bear 
with no teeth? 

A. A gummy bear! 
 

Q. Why are ghosts bad liars?  
A. Because you can see right 

through them!  
 

Q. Why do bees have sticky 
hair?  

A. Because they use honey 
combs!  

ICE CREAM CONE CAKES 
 

Makes 12 cones.   30mins prep.   20mins bake  
 
Ingredients: 
75g butter  
75g caster sugar  
1 egg  
75g self-raising flour  
1tsp vanilla essence  
12 cup cones  
175g vegetable fat  
500g icing sugar  
2tsp honey  
6tbsp cream cheese   
Hundreds & thousands and glacé cherries to 
decorate.  

 

Method  
1. Preheat the oven to 180C/gas mark 4/ 160C fan. Line 

 a 12 hole muffin tin with paper cases.  
2. Beat the butter with the caster sugar, egg, self-raising 

 flour and ½ tsp vanilla essence, until smooth.  
3. Divide the cake mixture between the cases. Put an 

 upside down cup cone over each one, making sure it 
 sits securely over the mixture. Bake for 20 mins or until 
 cooked.  

4. Remove the cones from the tin and stand them upright 
 so the cake is on top. Carefully peel off the paper 
 cases and set aside to cool. 

5. In a mixing bowl, whisk the vegetable fat, icing sugar, 
 ½ tsp vanilla essence and honey until combined. 
 Whisk in the cream cheese until smooth. Spoon into a 
 piping bag fitted with a star nozzle and pipe onto each 
 cake creating a swirl effect.  

6. Decorate with hundreds & thousands & a glace cherry  


