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This is the last Portway Press of the term and, as usual, it’s been a very busy time of the year! Getting used to our 
new routines back in September seems a very long time ago! The term has presented challenges but we have 
been very proud of the way we have overcome these. We are very lucky to have a fabulous staff team and a 
supportive community of parents and friends. We’d like to thank you all for your support during this most unusual 
term, as well as for all of the ‘Top Secret Messages’ as our surprise for the staff. We were overwhelmed with the 
amount of messages we received, they were certainly a surprise and they were very much appreciated!  
 

Online Carol Service We have all worked hard to produce an online Carol Service which we shared today as a 
school community. It hasn’t been the same as meeting altogether in the hall, but it was nice to gather and 
remember the meaning of Christmas. We were able to be joined by Rev Alex Randell-Bissell, vicar of St Thomas’ 
and some of the parishes in the surrounding area, and we enjoyed his Christmas talk as usual. Producing an 
online service has taken a bit more effort this year and we would like to say a big thank you to our staff and pupils 
for their contributions to this. Our thanks also go to Miss Black and Mrs Christy for their organisation of all of us and 
then joining it all together in a creative and Christmassy film to share with you. This will be available on our website 
for you to enjoy from tomorrow. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Christmas Jumper & Christmas Dinner Tomorrow everyone is invited to dress in their best Christmas jumper or 
Christmassy clothing (no football shirts please). We are looking forward to a Christmassy dress down day that will 
include our Christmas dinner. Please remember that school finishes on Friday 18

th
 December, the staggered 

timings for this are over the page. We have agreed that pupils do not have to wear uniform for this day. 
                                     

 

Mr Deery Unfortunately, Mr Deery has been very poorly for the last week or two (not COVID 
related) and has been absent from school in order to get completely better. He sent a message 
yesterday to say that he has been missing everyone very much – especially seeing everyone out on 
the gate. We know that you will join us in wishing him a speedy recovery so that he is able to enjoy 
the Christmas celebrations and holiday. Get well soon Mr D!  

 

On behalf of everybody at the school we wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year! 
 
 

 Vicky Windross & Tim Deery  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we go into the Christmas period, we thought it was worth reminding parents that children will only need to 
self-isolate if they have had contact with a positive case within 48 hours of that child’s first symptom. This 
means that if a classmate develops symptoms 48 hours AFTER the end of term (i.e. Sunday evening), other 
children in that class WILL NOT have to self-isolate. Contact should be using our online form.  

As of Monday 14
th
 December, and according to the Chief Medical Officer, the self-isolation period has been 

reduced to 10 days. Self-isolation periods begin the day a person first shows symptoms or from the point of 
taking a positive test result if asymptomatic. The NHS Test and Trace service will be updated to reflect this.  

Who/When to notify during the Christmas Break  

Saturday 19
th
 

December  
Child displays symptoms 
– MUST get tested  

Positive Test  Contact school using online form 

Negative Test  No further action  

Sunday 20
th
 December  Child displays symptoms 

– MUST get tested 
Positive Test  Contact school using online form 

Negative Test  No further action  

Monday 21
st
 December 

onwards  
Child displays symptoms 
– MUST get tested 

Positive Test  Test & Trace service will contact 
anyone who needs to self-isolate. 
(Schools will assist the NHS Test & 
Trace Service when called upon)  

Negative Test  No further action 

 

 

 

“Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! 
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t come from a store? 

What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?”  Dr Zeus. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewTlLOxGDb4cXiXJHOFDsVN3Yv3G0VY6XVpoBAHldkQwaSdA/viewform


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 17
th
 Dec Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up day 

Fri 18
th

 Dec Term Ends - early finish  
 12:55  Year 3 
 1:00 Year 5 
 1:05 Year 4  
 1:10 Year 6 

 

Carols for Care Homes  
As Covid-19 has kept us apart, it has stopped Glee 

club from meeting and singing as usual. 5HW have 

constructed their own carol video in place of where 

Glee would normally sing to the Andover care homes. 

 

5HW have been practising extremely hard on the 

'Carols for Care Homes' project, getting our vocals as 

perfect as possible and our performing skills at the 

right level. This presentation is to cheer up the elderly 

people in Andover care homes at Christmas time. We 

hope they, and you, enjoy our performance, which can 

be seen on the Christmas page of our website from 

tomorrow. 

 

Isobel 5HW 

 
 

After Christmas 

Mon 4
th

 Jan Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term (normal time) 

Mon 7
th 

June Day Closure 
Tues 8

th
 June Day Closure 

Fri 23
rd

 July Last Day of School  

 

 

Stargazing at Christmas! 
Some of our assemblies in these last few weeks have been themed around Christmas and one included 
some information about an upcoming astronomical event that children & their families might like to look out 
for.  
 

On 21
st
 December the two great planets, Jupiter and Saturn, will align. From the angle we’ll see them from 

the earth, they’ll look to be perfectly in line with each other and this will show as an extra bright star!  This is 
a once in a lifetime event – the last time it happened was 1226 and the next time the two planets will be as 
close as this will be the year 2400! Do keep your fingers crossed for a clear night and get out there to look 
for a really bright star – just after sunset is the best time to look.  
The planets will be in the southwest and will be low to the horizon.  
You’ll see the planets’ brightness with the naked eye but, if you  
have even a pair of basic binoculars, you should also be able to  
see the shape of Saturn and its amazing ring system along with 
its large moon Titan. With binoculars you’ll also see some  
of Jupiter’s markings and its 4 biggest moons – Io, Ganymede,  
Callisto and Europa.  Hopefully you’ll see something like this!  
Fingers crossed for a clear night!  

Be Safe Online at Christmas 
If Christmas presents are linked to the internet then 
it is a good idea to get them set up properly before 
being used. There is some advice on our website, 
but the Internet Matters website is also a great 
resource. They have lots of advice about what 
might be age-appropriate but also how to set up 
devices safely. It covers phone and games 
machines, as well as tablets and computers.  

Find it all at: 
https://www.internetmatters.org 

 

Y4 Ukulele Fun!  
This term Y4 have all been learning the ukulele with Mr Goodeve from the Hampshire Music Service. At the 
beginning of term we didn’t know very much and now we can all play the chords C, G, E and A - we can play very 
well! We started with the Baked Potato song, and then we learnt ‘Thumb Brush Strum’. We also learnt ‘Ukulele 
Rocks Fanfare’ – this was everyone’s favourite. We can also play ‘Strum-Along-Rag’ and ‘Land of the Silver 
Birch’. Some of us have even learned how to convert chords we know on the guitar so they can be played on the 
ukulele. For the next group learning ukulele next term – this is very fun and enjoyable and much easier than you 
think! We hope you’ve seen our concert but, if not, click this link and have a watch! Year 4 Ukulele Concert link 

  
Noah and Evelyn 4MK  

 
 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/year-4-news/y4-ukulele-concert

