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Colds/Flu The NHS advises that if a child has mild cold-like symptoms they can continue to 
go to school, unless they are not well enough in themselves to come in. We have been told 
that sore throats, runny noses, etc. are not symptoms of coronavirus. As we know, if a child 
has a new, continuous cough, fever or a loss of smell or taste, they should stay at home and 
can only return when they get a negative test result (if you can get one!). At the end of this 
newsletter we have copied the flow chart we sent home before term started and it may be 
useful to print this so that you have copy. (It will always be in the Portway Press section of the 
website as well.) 

Arrival Times It is really important that pupils stick to their arrival time, although we have said that siblings from Portway 
Junior School may arrive together. If your child needs to be at school any earlier than their allocated time (see below) they will 
need to attend the junior school breakfast club. This runs in the junior dining room from 8:15 onwards and costs £1.50 per 
session, this is payable through Scopay (not cash). If you need to pick up your child early then please let the classteacher 
know by writing them a note in the pupil diary (this means they can show a teacher if a different member of staff has to cover 
the class at any point.) We realise staggered drop off times are not ideal for everyone but they are an important part of the 
strategy to limit the spread of the virus. Please make sure your son/daughter does not arrive on the playground before their 
allocated slot. Many thanks  
 

 Year 3 can arrive 8:50-9:00 (Finish 2:55 or 3:05) Year 5 can arrive 8:55-9:05 (Finish 3:10) 
 Year 4 can arrive 9:00-9:10 (Finish 3:15)          Year 6 can arrive 9:05-9:15 (Finish 3:20) 
 

Applications for Year 7 Places (Current Year 6) The window has now opened for parents to apply for year 7 places for 
September 2021. All applications must be received by the end of Saturday 31st October. All of the details can be found on the 
Hampshire County Council website at www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7   

Remote Learning As part of our commitment to ensuring pupils can learn at home, if a class/year group has to isolate, we are 
looking at how we can do that as effectively as possible. Later in this newsletter we have given everyone some information 
about how we are developing Google Classrooms as a way to help make this possible. In the interim, we have developed an 
area of the website with some learning activities for those who have to isolate at home for a few days. If you find yourself in 
this position then there is a link on the front page of the website.www.portwayjunior.co.uk/work-for-pupils-isolating-at-home 

Classroom Routines We are now getting used to the new classroom routines. When in class pupils 
spend their time at their desk, which they share with one other pupil, and we aim to reduce movement 
around the classroom where possible. It is not only a new way of working for pupils but staff as well! 
Each pupil now has a PCP (Portway Chair Pocket – patent applied for ), which means they can keep 
books, etc with them but without cluttering tables. This was a great idea from staff and, with lots of 
helpers, led by PCP Leaders Miss Patterson and Mrs Fettes, they made over 420 for pupils!  
We have asked that pupils avoid bringing bags. As we cannot currently use lockers, space is very tight 
indeed and bags have to kept under the table. Pupils must only bring in essential items - packed lunch, 
coat, water bottle, sun cream (if needed) and diary. All children will be provided with their school 
equipment/stationery and so do not need to bring in pencil cases, etc. If a bag is unavoidable then it 
needs to be as small as possible. We would also like to ask parents to please avoid talking to the 
teacher at the door, where possible, as we need to reduce adult contact with staff where we can. If you 
need to get in touch the best way is to email the school office and they will pass on the message.  

 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross  

  

 

Week 2 & Testing Challenge Thank you for everyone’s support getting through week 1 – it felt like a long 
week but we got there! The pupils were great but the organisation of the day took a little while to get used to. 
The start and end of days is now better but we will keep an eye on things to see how it goes. The main issue 
that is affecting us all is the lack of availability of testing. We have had several staff off this week because 
their children had symptoms but could not access tests (or results) quickly. This means several classes were 
taught by different staff, which is not ideal. The same issue is affecting parents and several have spoken to 
us about the struggle to arrange tests. Hopefully, the government is listening to our concerns and will act on 
this issue as it has the chance to severely impact on school and communities as we reach the peak winter 
months. This is an issue for lots of schools but unless capacity for test and trace is rapidly increased then it 
is going to be a huge challenge to keep schools fully open. We were told that there would be capacity for 
very quick test and results service but this does not appear to have been the case. 

 

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/work-for-pupils-isolating-at-home


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

PTA AGM – Thursday 24th September 7:00 
Please add this date to your diary. The meeting is likely to be a 
virtual one, but it is really important. We are going to need the PTA 
even more as we come out of lockdown. We are also looking for a 
new treasurer. If you would like to chat about the role then please 
get in touch and we can put you in contact. Without a treasurer the 
PTA would not be able to operate, which would be a huge shame! 
More details to follow!  

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
 

Thur 17
th

 Sept   ‘Start the Year’ Video Meetings published 
Fri 18

th
 Sept End of Bikeability Week for Year 6 

Fri 23
rd

 Oct End of ½ Term 
Mon 2

nd
 Nov Pupils return 

Fri  18
th

 Dec Term Ends 
Mon 4

th
 Jan Spring term begins 

Fri 26
th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term 

Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School Year at 1:15 

All other dates will be released as the year progresses 
(and we receive further advice from the Department of 
Education) 

 

Library Books Lots of the children have had 
copies of our library books during lockdown.  
Please could everyone have a hunt around and 
send them into school. Thank you! 

 

Google Classroom is coming to Portway! 

This year, we are going to begin using the online learning platform ‘Google Classroom’ to 
set some pieces of home learning. Additionally, if a class or year group are ‘locked down’ 
then their home learning work will be published on Google Classroom instead of on the 
school website.  Your child will need to sign in to their school-generated Google account 
on a computer or mobile device in order to join their Google Classroom. You will receive a 
letter shortly with further details. 
 

 

Musical Instrument Lessons 
We currently have some spaces for 
guitar and piano lessons in school. 
For further details, including costs, 
contact Miss Brenland in the school 
office:  
c.brenland@portway-jun.hants.sch.uk 

 

Harrow Way School Virtual Events for Prospective Parents 
Open Evening 
Tuesday 22nd September 6:00 pm 
Our virtual doors will be open on YouTube from 6pm when you can hear from our highly 
regarded headteacher, Mr Serridge, who will be live-streaming on YouTube. You’ll hear 
why students thrive at Harrow Way, enjoying a fulfilling secondary school experience.  
Our Student Leadership team will also give a short presentation and we’ll hear about 
 transition experiences from some of our new Year 7 students. 
Open Mornings 
Thursday 24th September and Friday 25th September (9.00 am and finishing at 12.00 pm) 
Join us virtually anytime between 9am to 12pm. Mr Serridge will once again be talking about the student 
journey and we’ll be showcasing our school so you can see the learning environment your child would enjoy.  

www.harrowway.hants.sch.uk/about-us/prospectus 

Virtual Start the Year Meetings 
Available from Thursday 16th September 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we 
cannot run these meetings, due to the current 
restrictions. However, the staff in each year 
group are recording the messages they normally 
give out. The presentations will be published on 
the website tomorrow evening (Thursday 17th 
September), which is when we would normally 
invite parents in. Although not the same, we 
hope this will make up for the lack of a meeting 
this year. We still have not made a decision 
about our normal parent consultations at the end 
of October but we will let you when we have 
considered all of the options. If you have any 
questions then please email the school office 
and they will pass them onto the relevant staff. 

 

 

 

Ashfield Road Parking Please can we remind parents 
not to block driveways when parking around the school.  
We realise parking is very challenging but it can be very 
frustrating for local residents if they cannot get in or out 
when needed. Many thanks. 

 



 


