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I think my favourite times last week were watching the sheer joy of pupils being able to 
play together on the playground. It was clear that this social element of school was the 
biggest thing they had missed, especially as meeting friends outside of school has also 
been restricted. There were so many smiles and lots of laughter - it was really uplifting 
to watch. 
Last week Sir Patrick Vallance and Professor Chris Whitty made it clear that there is 
still a long way from going back to any sort of normality. I don’t know about you but 
being able to meet a few friends or family in the garden will be a huge boost when this 
is allowed. But all the communications we have received are very clear that we are only 
on the first stage of the roadmap. The current processes we have in school will most 
probably need to continue for some time and this, inevitably, will have an impact on 
traditional summer events such as sports day, year 6 events, etc. As a school we are 
going to have to be creative and think outside the box to try and ensure that children 
don’t miss out on too many of these special events, although the format of these events 
may have to be very different. We have already started thinking about how we are 
going to do this and will keep you informed of any developments. We realise this is 
frustrating for everyone but it is important to celebrate us all being in school and hope 
other restrictions ease in the coming weeks / months.                                              Mr D 
                                                                                                                                                                  

World Down’s Syndrome Day Next Monday (22
nd

 march) we are inviting everyone to wear odd socks to mark World Down’s Syndrome 

Day. There is no ‘fine’ or fundraising - just a way to show we are thinking about the day. Miss Windross is also planning a special assembly 
on Monday. See the back of this newsletter for details about a competition being run by local group Andover Twenty1.  

End of Financial Year We are fast approaching the end of the financial year – probably the most bizarre financial year we have ever had! 

Please can any outstanding dinner money, music tuition debts, etc, be settled asap, and by the end of next week at the very latest.  

Clarification re COVID Symptoms As we know, the most important symptoms of COVID-19 are a recent onset of a new continuous cough, 

a high temperature or a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell. If your child has symptoms of COVID-19, then it important 
to arrange to have a full PCR test. The advice is clear that everyone in the family should stay at home while you are waiting for the test 
result. It is important to remember that the rapid lateral flow tests are only for people without symptoms so are not evidence that someone is 
COVID free.  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

 

 

  

Red Nose Day – This Friday (19th March) 
On Friday children can wear as much or as little red as they like for a minimum £1 fine for Comic Relief. Please 
take your donations into class and they will be collected in an envelope and then sent on to Comic Relief. Comic 
Relief continues to make a huge difference to the lives of millions of people across the UK and around the 
world. Every penny goes to help their work and this year there is even more need than ever. More details on 
their website at www.comicrelief.com  

Mr Deery will also be running a joke competition – so get thinking and test those jokes out on family and friends! 
You will need to write the joke out neatly (or type it) and hand it to your classteacher by Friday morning at the 
latest. Mr Deery will then read some of the best ones out on Friday during assembly. 
 

 
 

Our new Comic Relief room, accessed from The Paradise Room in Google Classroom – also 
has lots of funny and hilarious jokes and other things to enjoy. Children can access the 
Paradise Room at this link: Portway Paradise – they’ll need to be logged into their 
portwayjunior.net google account before joining. Lots of laughs can be found here! 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Friday 19

th
 March  Red Nose Day 

Monday 22
nd

 March Odd Socks for World Down’s Syndrome Day 
Thursday 1

st
 April  Last Day of Term (School stops at normal times for Easter break) 

Monday 19
th

 April  Summer term begins 
Wednesday 5

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) – details to follow 

Tuesday 11
th
 May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Thursday 13
th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Friday 23
rd

 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 NEW for Comic Relief! 

http://www.comicrelief.com/
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjU0Mzg3OTc5NTQw


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Down’s Syndrome Day – Sunday 21st March 
Wear Odd Socks in School on Monday 22nd March 
Local charity Andover Twenty 1 is marking World Down Syndrome Day and have 
teamed up with local art project Andover Window Wanderland. They are inviting 
everyone to decorate their windows with wonderfully colourful and creative odd 
socks. The most fun, colourful and creative odd sock displays will win a £20 
voucher from the lovely people at Canto Gelato in Andover High Street (Mr D loves 
their ice cream sundaes!) 
To enter please post your displays on the Andover Window Wanderland Facebook 
page no later than 22nd March and use the hash tag #oddsocksforandovertwenty1. 
The winners will be decided by representatives of Andover Window Wanderland, 
Andover Twenty 1 and Canto Gelato. 

You can support this fantastic local charity by visiting their website and  
seeing how you can help. 

www.andovertwenty1.org.uk 
 

 
 

 
A drawing festival for 
those in, and around, 

Andover! 
All through April join 

hundreds of others who will 
be picking up their pencils 
and pens and following the 

call of ‘Go Draw!’ 

More details at  

www.the-
artroom.com/go-draw-

andover 
 

 

 

GO DRAW ANDOVER 
 

Office Opening Hours 
Please note the office opening hours 
are 8:30-4:30 (Monday-Thursday) 
and 8:30-4:00 (Fridays). Messages 
can always be left on the telephone 
answering system. As last term, the 
office is only open to visitors for 
emergencies and there is an 
intercom to the right of the main door 
if you need to speak to them. 

 

 

Year 6 Parents/Carers 

This week you should have 
received 2 links to surveys 
via email. One is all about 
ordering Leavers’ T-Shirts 
& Hoodies and the other is 
about a local walk that year 
6 would like to do. 
Please make sure you see 
them and fill them in asap – 
many thanks. 
 

Portway Plus+ 
Our onsite PJS after-school care  
facility, Portway Plus+, has now 
restarted and is taking bookings. 
As usual, it runs from the end of 
the school day until 5.30pm and 
costs £11.00 per session. 
Parents will need to book and 
pay for these sessions in 
advance. Please get in touch 
with the office if you require 
further information or help. 

www.the-artroom.com/go-draw-andover
www.the-artroom.com/go-draw-andover
www.the-artroom.com/go-draw-andover

