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Pupil Reports Over the coming weeks we will be sending out pupil reports. Due to the current 
situation, the reports are very different than would normally be the case. The teachers wrote them 
after we closed to the majority of pupils, as we were very unsure what the future looked like and, for 
most children, they were unlikely to work with their own classteacher again. Therefore, the report is a 
summary based on contact with pupils until March, when everything changed. We have also not 
commented upon attendance as this would be inappropriate. Even before school ‘closed’ for a 
majority of pupils we had lots of children, and staff, not in school. Please note the reports will be 
posted out over several days so please be patient! 

TT Rockstars Challenge – LAST DAY (Finishes tomorrow!) A great challenge this week and with one day to go it is 
very close indeed. Will year 3 beat year 4? Can year 6 have a late surge to overcome year 5? Rockstars is a great 
(and fun!) way to keep working on times tables during this time. Pupils who log on regularly will reap the benefits as it 
really helps with their maths learning. Keep up the good work everyone! 

Fiction Express One of the most important tasks that should be done at home is reading and the 
Fiction Express website can really help! It’s great to see reading going on through this time; it’s an 
essential key skill and the more practise we get, the better we will all be! Remember too that, via 
the website, you get to influence the story by voting about what should happen next! It’s not too 
late to log on – you can get your log on details from your class teacher by emailing the class email 
– e.g. classname@portwayjunior.net (These emails were not being received earlier in the week but 
the problem has now be resolved.) 

Illness & Testing (Reminder) If a pupil at school is exhibiting symptoms of Covid-19 then the parents/carers will be 
contacted immediately and ask to pick their child up (and any siblings). The individual should then isolate for 7 days 
(14 days for the rest of the household). However, under the government guidelines, testing is available for the whole 
family and, in our experience, these can usually be organised quite quickly. If the test is negative then please share the 
results with us and the pupil can then return to school. In the unlikely event of the test being positive, Public Health 
England (PHE) will be informed and their advice will be followed. The child’s whole pod will be sent home and only 
allowed to return after a negative test result is received; this includes staff.  Hopefully this will never happen but we 
thought it was worth reminding everyone of the procedure.   

Pupils in School – Friday PM Closure As you know, we are closing for pupils every Friday afternoon at 1:00 PM to 
allow for a deep clean and teacher planning time. Pupils can be collected or can walk home at this time. We will open 
for key workers only, if they cannot make any other arrangements. Thank you to those who have managed to do this 
and last week we only had 6 pupils in school. Please let us know if you need this service by emailing the admin office 
every week that you need this option.  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

As we mentioned last week, the Secretary of State for Education has announced that they are working towards 
welcoming pupils back to school in September. Obviously we are starting to plan for this date, but we don’t want 
to make any firm arrangements until the situation is clear. As soon as we hear definitive news and receive a clear 
instruction, then we will let everyone know. 

As you know, we currently have some key worker and year 6 pupils in school but remain closed for years 3, 4 and 
5. All children are in a pod with a maximum of 15 children and we have to do our best for the pod to remain with 
the same staff, although there are rare occasions when this is just not possible. It means we have very little 
flexibility and if someone in a pod has a positive test, the whole pod, including any staff who have been in contact 
with the pod, must be immediately isolated. This is why it is also very important that guidelines are followed at 
home as well as in school. Recently, one school in the New Forest had to shut completely because of a positive 
test so we have been reminded by the authorities about not mixing pods. Please also remind your children not to 
mix with other children outside of their pod on the way to and from school.  

We are now reaching capacity in school and we will have to add any further key worker requests to a waiting list 
as all pods are full. We cannot increase the number of pods at the moment as we don’t have enough staff. The 
pods must have consistency, but we also have to plan for staff absences, making it very difficult. As mentioned 
previously, we have 6 staff members shielding, and during the past few weeks, we have also had several 
members of staff who have had to isolate with mild symptoms until they receive a clear test result. 

 

 

 

STAFF TAKEOVER! We know that running a school in these circumstances is very much a team effort, and we have a brilliant 
team, but we have taken over this part of the Press to say a particular thank you to Mr Deery.  During this time he has made us 
feel valued and safe, as well as keeping us up-to-date with the ever-changing situation.  We very much appreciate everything 
he has done for all of us and would like this to be our public and formal thank you.            From the rest of the Portway Team 

mailto:classname@portwayjunior.net
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Hello Everyone!  

Well done for continuing with your home learning for another week. It has been good to hear 
from your class teachers how well you have been doing and what you have been in touch 
with them about. They are working very hard too but we know they are missing you very 
much. It’s not the same here without you!  
We have some new puzzles and recipes here for you to try this week – let us know how you 
get on with them. Have a look too at the ‘Something for Everyone’ page. This week it’s all 
about inspirational black heroes of the past – it’s really interesting and we all learnt 
something new from it too! If you have any ideas about other heroes we can explore and 
learn more about, then email us to let us know. Take care of yourselves and those you live 
with. Remember to help out at home!      Mr D & Miss W  

JokeS! 

Q. What do you call a bear with no teeth?  
A. A gummy bear!  

Q. Why do bananas have to wear 
sunscreen when they go to the beach?  

A. Because they might peel!  

Q. What do you call a cow on a 
trampoline?  

A. A milkshake!  
  
  

RIDDLES!  

Q. What has hands but can’t clap?  
A. A clock  

Q. What has to be broken before 

you can use it?  
A. An egg  

Q. What travels around the world 

but stays in one space?  
A. A stamp.  

 

What words can you make from 
these letters? 

Words must be 3 letters or more.  
You can only use each letter once.  

Can you find these 
images in this 

picture? Good luck! 

Malteser Cookies!  
Makes 14     Prep 0:20  Cook 0:15  

 
Ingredients:  
115g butter  
150g caster sugar 
110g brown sugar 
70g cocoa  
1tsp vanilla extract  
2 eggs  
225g plain flour  
1tsp baking powder  
30g ovaltine powder  
100g maltesers, chopped   
 
Method:  

1. Preheat the oven to 160C (140 fan) and line 
two trays with baking paper.  

2. Melt the butter to about halfway in a small 
saucepan and then take off the heat to 
continue melting.  

3. Place the sugars, cocoa and vanilla into a 
large mixing bowl and add the just-warm 
melted butter. Stir together and then add the 
eggs and beat until smooth and combined.  

4. Add the flour, baking powder and ovaltine and 
stir ¾ of the way in.  

5. Add the chopped maltesers and finish mixing.  
6. Place ¼ cup sized balls of dough onto the 

lined trays and press down slightly. Leave 
plenty of room between each as they will 
expand.  

7. Bake the cookies for 14-17 minutes. They will 
be very soft. Leave to cool completely on the 
trays.  

FASCINATING 

FACT! 

Did you know … 

… there are ten times more 
stars in the observable  
universe than grains of 

sand on the earth! 
Wow! 


