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Ash Tree Project One of our classes has been working with local artist, James Aldridge, on an art project linked with Andover 
Trees United. Unfortunately COVID-19 meant the project could not be expanded around the school, as originally planned. 
However James has created a ‘virtual’ exhibition of some of the work from the schools involved. The video can be watched at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FREGYVS2R-s&feature=youtu.be 

Youth Sport Trust The Youth Sport Trust have launched an initiative to help children at home to develop physical literacy and 
the confidence to try new sports. The After School Sport Club will be led by athletic mentors from different background, 
abilities and sports. Every day at 5:00 from now until 19

th
 December, children can join in with the live broadcast for free on 

their YouTube channel. More details on their website at www.youthsporttrust.org/AfterSchoolSportClub 

Foodbank Christmas Hampers We have been overwhelmed by the response to the appeal in last week’s Portway Press. 
Thank you so much for your support – we really appreciate it. By yesterday we already had 26 very full bags of donations and 
even more came in today. You are such an amazing bunch! Although today was the deadline, we will not be taking the 
donations down to the Andover Foodbank until Friday so you still have one more day to get any donations in. (See the back of 
the newsletter for details of what they need.) 

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

Recently headteachers were asked to attend a seminar run by local authority and health 
protection team officers about the current arrangements for COVID-19. Although no new 
announcements were made at the seminar, we were asked to review our current risk-
assessments and arrangements to check that we were doing all we could to prevent infection 
spreading within our communities. 
The positive news was that all the things they suggested, we are doing and are in place in our 
school – both in the school building and around the site. However, it did act as a reminder about 
keeping the rules going and not becoming complacent. We were reminded that is not the time to 
relax and the figures, both in schools and in communities around the country, were still a worry 
for us all. As a result, we have checked that during the day we are limiting contact of bubbles 
and staff as much as possible. This is important so that, in the event of another positive case, 
we can limit who has to isolate and also it affects the smallest number of pupils and staff as 
possible.  
It is also important that parents remember the rules around the school site and do not gather in groups, and keep at least 
2 metres away from other adults and children. The point was made in the seminar that it was no good limiting the contact 
in school and then this not happening on the way to and from school and at other times. So far the positive cases we 
have had did not escalate, as has been the case in some other schools across the country, so please continue to take 
these precautions at all times. Many thanks. 

 

Christmas at Portway Junior 2020 – Diary & Events 
As we said last week, Christmas will look a little different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can still make it a 
special time. Some details below! 

Christmas Cards: The following rules are in place for pupils to send Christmas cards this year. Cards can be 
brought into school from next Monday (30

th
 November) but can only be posted on Mondays & Tuesdays over 

the next 3 weeks. Each year group will have a post box & cards can only be for pupils/staff within their own 
year group. We will then ‘quarantine’ the cards until Friday morning, when they will be distributed. 

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to try to record a carol service in school so that we 
can share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get 
the pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to hold this in school 
on Wednesday and it will be available on our website for parents and friends shortly afterwards. 

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 17
th
 December it will be our Christmas dinner 

(more details will come out shortly) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear 
as much or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special 
Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you 
can be as creative as you like! 

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the 
‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Cinderella from last year. Our amazing 

PTA have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!) 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 18
th
 December and, as you know, we always finish slightly 

earlier on this day. We will still have a staggered finish to the day, as is now usual. Year 3 will finish at 
12:55, Year 5 at 1:00, Year 4 at 1:05 and Year 6 at 1:10. As is currently the case, we ask parents to pick 
and move off site as soon as possible.  Siblings, etc. can be picked up earlier as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=FREGYVS2R-s&feature=youtu.be
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Norman Gate School Outreach Training 
Supporting Your Child with Autism at Home (Virtual) 
25

th
 November 2020     10am – 12pm via Zoom     FREE OF CHARGE 

The workshop is designed specifically with parents in mind. The introductory 
course will provide an insight into Autism. The aim is to provide a range of 
practical strategies to support a child in the home environment.  

To sign up and receive an email with the Zoom link to the training please 
contact: 

Paula Roskilly: p.roskilly@normangate.hants.sch.uk or 01264 323423 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Thur 19

th
 Nov Parent Consultation 3 (until 5:30) 

Mon 14
th

 Dec Christmas Week in School 
Thur 17

th
 Dec Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up day 

Fri 18
th

 Dec Term Ends - early finish  
 12:55  Year 3 
 1:00 Year 5 
 1:05 Year 4  
 1:10 Year 6 

Mon 4
th

 Jan Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term (normal time) 

Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School (early finish) 

 

Virtual Parent Consultations: Thursday 19th November 
The first 2 of the virtual parent consultations went very well. The last one is Thursday – details are below. We will be sending home a 
short survey via email at the end of the week and we would be interested in your views about how it went.  

All of the details for parent appointments are on previous Portway Press editions but access is via 

https://portwayjunior.schoolcloud.co.uk 
In order to attend your virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most laptops, tablets 
and smart phones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is a guide at the following link 
giving information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 
Please make sure you are ready for the start of your allocated meeting as the time will start as soon as the teacher starts the meeting, 
even if you are not logged in at this point. It is worth checking that the microphone on your device is on at the start of the meeting and 
being sure on how to turn it on and off. 

 

 

Office Opening Hours: The office is open 8:30-
4:30 (4:00 on Fridays). Messages can be left on 
the answerphone at any time. 

Christmas Foodbank Hampers – LAST DAY TOMORROW 
We know that many families are struggling at the moment so this year we are keeping our Children in Need appeal local. 
From today until Wednesday 18

th
 November  Thursday 19

th
 November we will be taking Christmas themed donations for the 

Andover Foodbank. This will help the Foodbank to put together hampers of Christmas food to deliver to families in need this 
Christmas and will help to bring some much needed Christmas Cheer!  
We were blown away by your support for the Foodbank for harvest so we are hoping for some great donations for 
Christmas. Children should bring their donations in to school with them on any day between 11

th
 and 19

th
 November 

and place them in the boxes outside Miss Windross’ room.  
To help the Foodbank to have a variety of items, we would like year groups to bring in the following please: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Foodbank will distribute donations in ‘Bags for Life’. If your child is able to bring their donation in a bag for life, this can 
also be used. We’ll take all this down to the Foodbank in time for them to use. Many thanks for all your support!  

Year 3  
Custard – tinned or packets  

Pickle or chutney  
Chocolate selection box  

Year 4  
Crackers/biscuits for cheese  

Coffee  
Gravy / stuffing  

 

Year 5  

Christmas pudding  
Tinned ham  

Chocolate coins  
 

Year 6  

Hot chocolate  
Crisps  

Box of chocolates  
 

 

 

 
 

Our PTA raffle tickets will be coming out this week! Tickets are 50p each  
and any unsold tickets should be returned to the PTA for resale. 

Prizes are a variety of magnificent and themed hampers! There are  
lots to be won but a few examples are: 

 

The Pamper Hamper 
A Family Film Night 
The Great Outdoors 

And … first prize … ‘Christmas in a Hamper’ – decorations & Christmas 

dinner including a Christmas tree donated by Nigel Woodman’s Trees 

 
 

Winning tickets will be drawn on the afternoon of 4th December. 

 

mailto:p.roskilly@normangate.hants.sch.uk
https://portwayjunior.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call

