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This is the last Portway Press of the term and, as always, this is a very busy and long term. The ‘Start the 
Year’ meetings back in early September feel a long time ago! There have been trips, visitors, sporting 
events, theme weeks/days, parent consultations and much, much more. We would like to thank everybody 
who has supported us in any way this term. We are very lucky to have such a supportive and positive group 
of parents and friends. We would like to thank everyone for all they do for us – it is really appreciated by the 
staff. Please remember school finishes on Friday (20

th
 December) at 1:15 and we return on Monday 6

th
 

January.  

Stop Press: In the last few days we have had a large number of children absent, due to illness. Yesterday 
we also sent a record number of children who were unwell during the day. If your child is unwell please 
consider whether they should be in school. Many thanks for everyone's support!  

               

Glee Club Well done to all pupils in Glee Club, who performed on Monday evening. They did really well and 
started our Christmas week brilliantly. We must also thank and congratulate, Miss Freemantle, Mrs Watts, 
Miss Windross for arranging this event.  As well as Monday, a selection of Glee Club members have sung to 
residents at Charles Dalton Court this week.  

        

Christmas Carol Services Many thanks to everyone who came along to the services this week. Having so 
many parents, grandparents and friends join us made it very special indeed. Also many thanks for those who 
contributed to the collection, which was given to our friends at the The Bridge Centre in Andover, who do such 
an amazing job helping those less fortunate than ourselves. 

              
 
Festive Outfit Day – Thursday 19

th 
December Tomorrow everyone is invited to dress in their best ‘Festive 

Outfit’! It could be a Christmas fancy dress or a Christmas jumper or just something with a Christmas feel. No 
uniform (and no football kits!) tomorrow. Please do not go out and buy anything special – anything will do! 

  
 

The last day of term is Friday (20
th

 December) and school finishes at 1:15, as it is our last day before the 
Christmas holiday. We have agreed that pupils do not have to wear uniform on this day.  

 

 

 
 

 

On behalf of everybody at the school we would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year! 
 

 Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                   

 

        

“Let us have music for Christmas… 
Sound the trumpet of joy and rebirth; 

Let each of us try, with a song in our hearts, 

To bring peace to men on earth." Mildred L. Jarrell 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 
Mon 23

rd
 
 

Sept   Clubs start 
Tues 22

nd
 

Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct
 

Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  
Thur 24

th
  

Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 
Fri 25

th
 Oct 

 School closed for staff training  
Tues 17

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 18

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Fri 20

th
 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 19
th
 December  Christmas Dressing-Up day  

Thursday 19
th
 December  Christmas Lunch 

Friday 20
th
 December   End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

Monday 6
th
 January   Spring Term starts 

Thursday 9th January   Year 3 & 4 to The Lights to watch Pinocchio 
Thursday 9th January   6:00 SATs meeting for Year 6 parents 
Monday 20th January   Calshot Residential (Year 6) 
Monday 3rd February   Clubs start 
Friday 14th February   Last Day before ½ Term Break 
Monday 24th February   School returns 
Thursday 27th February  Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 28th February   Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 
Friday 3rd April    Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 
Friday 3rd April    Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

Monday 1
st
 June   Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June   Day Closure 
 

 

Calshot Residential - Year 6 January 2020 

Please note that all monies should have now been 
paid. (We have already paid Calshot.) If you 
haven’t paid yet could you please get in contact as 
soon as possible. 

 

PortwayPlus+ after-school care finishes on 
Thursday (20

th
 December) and resumes on 

the first day of next term. Please remember 
places must be booked in advance. 

 

On Thursday 9
th
 January at 6:00pm there will be an introduction to 

the Year 6 statutory tests.  All year 6 parents, carers and pupils are 
invited to a short talk with a question and answer session in the main 
hall.   

 

 Clubs - Spring term 
As usual for next term, clubs will start a little later, in the 
week beginning 3rd February. This is partly because the 
evenings are still quite dark & cold but also because we 
have most of year 6 (and lots of staff) going to the Year 6 
Calshot residential. A list of clubs will be sent home after 
Christmas. 

 

Every Child a Reader at 
Christmas 

 
 

We would urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, 
Uncles, friends!) to consider buying a book for children 
this Christmas. We believe that every child should 
receive at least one book at Christmas as it is a great 
present. There are lots of excellent books around, 
including comic-style ones, but a few of our favourite 
authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, James Carter, 
Anne Wan, Sarah McIntyre, Christopher Edge, the 
Etherington brothers and Tom Palmer, who have all 
visited Portway over the past few years.  

The Christmas period is also a good chance to visit 
Andover Library, if you haven’t been recently. The 
newly refurbished library is a great place with lots of 
amazing books to borrow. It is closed on public 
holidays but open on other days. 
 

Be Safe Online at 
Christmas 

If Christmas presents are linked to the internet then 
it is a good idea to get them set up properly before 
being used. There is some advice on our website 
but the Internet Matters website is also a great 
resource. They have lots of advice about what 
might be age-appropriate but also how to set up 
devices safely. It covers phone and games 
machines, as well as tablets and computers.  

Find it all at: 
https://www.internetmatters.org 

 

 

 

Urgent Reminder re Nuts/Products Containing Nuts: As you know we have several children with nut 
allergies with 2 of them being very severe. This means they only have to come near to someone who has 
eaten nuts recently, or be near to anything with nuts, to cause a reaction. It is our policy, alongside most 
schools, not to allow any nuts or nut-based products in school to reduce this risk. This also includes items 
containing peanut butter that seem to be quite popular these days eg Reese’s chocolate bars. Please help 
us to protect our children and keep them as safe as possible by checking these items do not come into 
school. Many thanks! 


