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Welcome back to the last term of the school year. Quite often the summer term seems to start with cold and 
miserable weather, but not this year - hopefully it is a sign of things to come! I hope everyone had a good 
break and were able to make use of the easing of rules around meeting others outside. I did and it really lifted 
my spirits seeing family – many for the first time in a very long time.  
The holidays are always a good time for reflection and the last 12 months has given me a lot of food for 
thought. This week I started my 19th year as a headteacher (I was obviously VERY, VERY young when I 
started ) and this year has reminded me, once again, that learning really is a lifelong experience. A year ago 
I would not have been able to take part in an online meeting – in fact I would have just refused! It is now part of 
almost every day. In assembly on Monday I was talking to the children about one of our favourite sayings ‘I 
can’t do it… yet’. The fact that making mistakes and getting things wrong are all part of the learning experience 
and are an important part of having a growth, rather than a fixed, mindset. I wanted pupils to know that this is 
something for all of us – not just children. Even at my age, every day I learn something new and none of us 
are the ‘finished article’. I also spoke to pupils about how we all need to be challenged and this can feel 
uncomfortable at times, but is an important part of life and growing as a person. 

As I mentioned at the end of last term, we are going to be very cautious in 
easing any of the current rules and I think the majority of them will remain 
in place for the whole term. For example, we will keep the current uniform 
arrangements until September, to avoid any unnecessary costs for 
anyone. In the next few weeks we may start to reduce having pupils in 
rows for the whole time and some small cross-bubble groups may restart, 
albeit on a very limited basis.  I am hopeful that as we reach the latter part 
of the term we may be able to have pupils mixing a little more at 
break/lunchtime but we will see how the next couple of months go and, as 
always, base all decisions on guidance from the government. We are 
starting to look at some potential day trips and have also booked the Year 
4 residential visit for November and the Year 6 residential visit in January 
- more details to follow. It does feel like we are starting the process back 
to normality and we all hope this will be the case.                              

Mr D 
 
Stormbreak You may hear your son or daughter talking about Stormbreak over the coming days and weeks. This is 
something we have done in some year groups for a little while but we are now getting other year groups involved. 
Stormbreak is a charity and aims to improve children’s mental health through movement. It is short, regular sessions and 
our trial classes found it really positive. If you are interested, more details can be found on their website at 
www.stormbreak.org.uk 

Parent Consultations  As announced last term, we have planned parent consultations for the early 
part of May as we feel this will be a good time to discuss the progress of pupils but also identify key 
areas for the last 10-11 weeks of the school year. They will be virtual meetings again and will follow 
a similar pattern to the ones we held last November. A letter was emailed out on Monday to all 
parents and bookings are now open. If you didn’t see the letter then please contact the school office. 

Covid Symptoms If you’re taking a child for a Covid test, please don’t send any siblings to school. In fact, if anyone in your 
household is going for a test, this will be because that person has symptoms. The rest of the household needs to be 
cautious. They might have caught Covid, but just not displaying symptoms – they could still infect others, so keep them at 
home. As usual, it is really useful to let know in school if this is the case so we can monitor and identify any patterns of 
potential cases. 

PTA Day of Misrule (1
st

 April) The PTA did a brilliant job organising this day - we are really lucky 
to have such a supportive PTA and community, which we really do appreciate! With all of the ‘rules 
broken’, we raised over £480 for school funds! It was also great to see so many entries to the 
‘Decorate the Egg’ competition. They were all amazing and some really creative ideas. It was 
almost impossible to choose winners but we did. A list can be found on the back of this newsletter. 
Well done to everyone who entered! 

    Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

A Plea from Portway Plus! They are looking for donations of any children's magazines that anyone has 
spare. Please send in any donations via children - many thanks  



 
 

Dates for the Diary 
Wednesday 5

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual)  

Tuesday 11
th
 May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Thursday 13
th
 May 3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Friday 23
rd

 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

 

 

HC3S SCHOOL LUNCHES - NEW MENU  
The new summer menus have started – and they look very exciting! 
As usual there will be a 3 weekly rota and will last until October.  

The menus can be seen on our website at 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/lunch-menus-1 

 

2021 Year 6 Leavers’ T-Shirts & Hoodies  

DEADLINE NEXT FRIDAY (30th April) 
Last Term all year 6 parents and carers were sent a survey link about the 2021 Year 6 Leavers’ T-Shirts & Hoodies. These 
traditionally mark the end of Year 6 and, following on the success from the last few years we are able to offer everyone in Year 6 the 
chance to purchase a Portway Leavers’ hoody and/or t-shirt. They are ‘Portway blue’ in colour, with yellow print and will have a small 
school logo on the front. On the back will be the words ‘Class of 2021’ followed by the names of every pupil currently in Year 6.  

We are unable to be flexible with the deadline and cannot take any requests for t-shirts after next Friday (April 30
th

). When 

last year’s hoodies and t-shirts arrived at school, there were a few children who regretted not ordering one and, due to the way these 
have to be purchased, we were unable to do anything about it. Therefore, we would urge parents and children to think very carefully 
about this in order to avoid any similar disappointments.  

If you cannot find the email then please get in touch with the office asap. 

 

COVID-Safe Traveling 

We have received some advice from the local 
authority about current recommendation re 
safe travelling. We have asked by them to 
share so they are copied below: 
 

 Avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of 
your household or support bubble 

 If you live a short distance from your 
school or college, walk, cycle or scoot to 
and from school wherever it is possible and 
safe to do so 

 If you are using public transport to get to 
school or college, plan ahead and allow 
more time for your journey 

 When you are travelling by public or 
dedicated school transport, don’t forget to 
wear a face covering (unless you are 
exempt). It is important  you wear them for 
the entirety of your journey, including 
inside a bus or train station 

 Social distance where possible and wash 
or sanitise your hands regularly 

 

Office Opening Hours 
Please note the office opening hours are 8:30-4:30 (Monday-
Thursday) and 8:30-4:00 (Fridays). Outside of these hours 
messages can always be left on the telephone answering system. As 
last term, the office is only open to visitors for emergencies and there 
is an intercom to the right of the main door if you need to speak to 
them. 

 

Portway Plus+ 
Our onsite PJS after-school care 
facility, Portway Plus+, has now 
restarted and is taking bookings. 
As usual, it runs from the end of the 
school day until 5.30pm and costs 
£11.00 per session. Parents will need 
to book and pay for these sessions in 
advance. Please get in touch with the 
office if you require further 
information or help. 

Thank you for everyone’s continued support with 
staggered start/finish times. These remain the same and 
are: 

Year 3 can arrive 8:50-9:00 (Finish 2:55) 
Year 5 can arrive 8:55-9:05 (Finish 3:05) 
Year 4 can arrive 9:00-9:10 (Finish 3:10) 
Year 6 can arrive 9:05-9:15 (Finish 3:15) 

 

Easter Egg Competition 

The year group/theme winners were: 

Dotty Oostendorp, Samuel Head, 
Ruby Warner, Jessica Godfrey, 

Emilia Bond, Libby Morrell, 
Nathan Fawdry, Leo Whitlock 

& Jacob Whincup 

The overall winner was Emily Sutherland, 

for her ‘Amelia Eggheart’ egg (inspired by 
Amelia Earhart). 

Well done to everyone who took part!  

Parking/Stopping Outside of School: Can we ask parents/carers to avoid stopping or parking in the bus 
area on Upper Drove – it is currently marked with some yellow cones. This area is designed to be a 
‘passing place’ to allow vehicles to move up and down the road during the busy times at the start and the 
end of the day. We would also like to remind parents not to park or stop in the turning circle at the end of 
Ashfield Road for the same reasons. Your help with this would be greatly appreciated. Thank you!  

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/lunch-menus-1
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/lunch-menus-1

