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Colder Weather We have been very lucky to have such lovely weather to start the new school year – but we know it won’t 
last! One of the COVID measures we have been told to adopt is to keep air moving by opening windows/doors, etc. When the 
weather turns colder it may be worth pupils coming to schools with layers (underneath uniform) as it could be quite cool in 
classrooms. Obviously we will try not to let it get too cold, but keeping the school COVID-free will be an important part of 
keeping the school open. 

Google Classroom Coming home today is a letter with some further information about how we are going to be 
using Google Classroom, as part of our commitment to remote learning, should the need arise. 

PTA AGM – This Thursday 7:00 (via zoom) Further details about Thursday’s meeting – including the zoom link 
– are attached to the newsletter. We are going to need the PTA even more as we come out of lockdown so 
please try and come along if you can. 

 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross   
 

Important Changes / Reminders for Parents & Carers 
We have been continually reviewing our risk-assessments as term progresses but particularly in the light of the 
announcements by the government over the past few days. We have to do our part to see if we can reduce the risk of 
the virus spreading in the coming weeks. Once again, thank you for your support with all of the changes we have put in 
place. It does feel like there will be more changes as time progresses, especially as we reach the peak winter months. 
We want to do everything we can to keep the school open for as many pupils as possible.  

Masks (parents) & 2 Metre Rule 
As a result of the changing situation, we are asking parents to consider wearing masks when 
you come onto the school site. Several other local schools have already done this and it 
seems to have worked well. I must stress we are asking parents to consider wearing them but 
we know for some this is not possible, due to medical reasons. We believe this will help as 
there are still some areas that are congested at certain times of the day. We would also like 
everyone to try and remember to keep 2 metres apart where possible (or at least 1 metre if 
wearing a mask).  Again, we know this is a challenge, but it is a clear instruction from 
government that we should try to adhere to, if we can. 

 

Talking to Teachers at the Classroom Door 
As we have said before, we have been trying to reduce this to a minimum in order to protect staff. Most of the areas 
outside of classrooms are quite tight for space and keeping 2 metres away is very difficult. Please try to avoid talking to 
staff at the classroom door and use admin email to pass on messages if you can. Staff may now be wearing visors 
when they stand at the door at the end/start of the day. This is intended to add an extra layer of protection. 
 

Rule of Six 
As you know, the new ‘rule of six’ applies to all social gatherings, both inside and out, and 
does include children. This would be a good rule to remember in relation to parents and 
carers gathering around the school or at the entrances/gates. It would further help to reduce 
potential of the virus spreading so it would be really useful if everyone could try to remember 
this around the school. It does not apply to the children when they are in school. 
 

Arrival Times  
Please could everyone check the arrival times for their year group. It is really important that 
pupils do not arrive earlier than their set time, unless they have a younger sibling at Portway. 
We do have breakfast club that runs from 8:15 in the dining room, if this helps. Year 3 can 
arrive from 8:50 (until 9:00), year 5 can arrive from 8:55 (until 9:05), year 4 can arrive from 
9:00 (until 9:10) and year 6 can arrive 9:05 (until 9:15). If pupils arrive earlier with a sibling 
then they should go straight to their classroom and sit quietly completing a task until the start 
time for the year group. Your help with this would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Portway Junior School Governing Body Vacancies 
We currently have a vacancy for a parent governor. We hold all our meetings at 5:30 on Wednesday 
evenings and there are 9 meetings during the academic year plus a training session. Each meeting 
lasts about 1.5 - 2 hours. Currently the meetings are taking place via zoom but that may change. If 
you would like to talk to someone about the role, then please do not hesitate to get in touch by 
emailing the school office. 
We also have a vacancy for a community member of the governing body. They are not normally 
parents, but people from the local community who would like to get involved. If you know anyone who 
may be interested then please ask them to get in touch for further details or to discuss the role.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Brilliant Biking in Year 6 
 

Bikeability was one of our favourite things ever that we have done as a class! It 
was an amazing opportunity, and I think the biggest highlight of all was at the 
end, when we were able to cycle around the nearby area in our groups.  We all 
loved bikeability … it was an experience of a lifetime.  A big thank you to the 
instructors and our teachers for a brilliant week.                                  By Zoe 6JM 

 
Note from Mr Deery: I would like to congratulate the Year 6 pupils (and staff) for bikeability week. I spoke to the instructors and 

they told me they had not worked with such a polite and kind group for a very long time. They were full of praise for the way that 
pupils conducted themselves and listened to their instructions. Congratulations everyone – I am very proud of you. 

Key Dates for your Diary 
 

Fri 23
rd

 Oct End of ½ Term 
Mon 2

nd
 Nov Pupils return 

Fri  18
th

 Dec Term Ends 
Mon 4

th
 Jan Spring term begins 

Fri 26
th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term 

Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School Year at 1:15 

All other dates will be released as the year progresses (and we receive further advice from the Department of Education) 

 

Harrow Way School Opening Mornings for Prospective Parents 
Thursday 24th September and Friday 25th September (9.00am and finishing at 12.00pm) 
 
Join us virtually anytime between 9am to 12pm. Mr Serridge will once again be talking 
about the student journey and we’ll be showcasing our school so you can see the learning 
environment your child would enjoy.  

www.harrowway.hants.sch.uk/about-us/prospectus 

Virtual Start the Year Meetings 
Now on school website at 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/start-the-year-meetings 

 

 

The Start the Year videos for each year group are 
on our website. Please make sure you have seen 
them as they have lots of information about your 
child’s year group. They are not very long but it 
would be great if all parents/carers could have a 
look by the end of the week. 

Video Games & Social Media - Age Restrictions Those of you who already have children at the school will 
remember we have real concerns about pupils playing video games with a 12, 16 and even 18 age restriction. While 
many video games are entirely appropriate for children, there are some that are clearly not and can have some very 
mature themes. Some parents and carers might not be aware that video games are age-rated under the Pan-
European Game Information (PEGI) system which rates games. (www.pegi.info). The PEGI age ratings enable 
parents and carers to make an informed choice when buying a game for their child. It is clearly not appropriate for 
children to play, or to even watch others playing, games rated 18 and therefore suitable only for adults aged eighteen 
or over. They contain content that is very unsuitable for children, including extreme and intense violence, sexual 
content, strong language and use of drugs and alcohol. It is also worth remembering that the minimum age to open 
an account on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat is 13 and YouTube requires those with their own channel 
to be 18. It is a good idea to check that your son or daughter are not using these forms of social media designed for 
older children and adults. If you would like to talk about any of these issues then please contact our Family Support 
Worker, Mrs Gemma Sacree. 

Parent Consultations: We are currently looking at 
ways of delivering these but in a COVID safe way. 
We would normally hold these meeting at the end 
of October but this may have to change this year. 
We will keep everyone updated via the Portway 
Press. 

Message for Year 3 
Year 3 are making and 
tasting pumpkin soup on 
Friday as part of their English 
lesson. If you do not want 
your child to taste the soup 
(pumpkins, onions, stock 
cube, water and seasoning) 
please email the school office 
as soon as possible and a 
message will be passed to 
the class teacher. Many 
thanks. 
 

 

http://www.pegi.info/


 

Online Zoom Meeting 
 

Thursday 24 September 2020 
 At 7.00pm 

Meeting ID: 981 2547 6634  Passcode: 869247 
 

 
Portway Parent Teacher Association 

 


