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Half Term Already! This Friday we reach the end of the first half term and it seems to have flown by! As usual, 
the start of the school year has been very busy with lots taking place, including ‘Start the Year’ meetings, theme 
days, School Council and Sports Captain elections and much, much more! After half term the winter will be on its 
way and clocks will have gone back an hour, making it darker much earlier. Please remember that pupils should 
bring a coat to school every day and please remind them about being careful if they walk to and from school when 
the light is poor. Don’t forget that tomorrow (Thursday) is the last day of ½ term as we are closed on Friday for a 
day closure. We finish at normal time (3:20) tomorrow but have parent consultations until 5:30. 

Over & Above As part of our new focus on being ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’, we are marking 
behaviour that we recognise to be ‘Over and Above’. Focusing on behaviour that is ‘over and 
above’ creates an immediate shift in our expectations. It gives children more than just the bare 
minimum to achieve; it gives them something to reach for. This may be in learning and 
overcoming challenges but it can also be in regards to relationships with each other.   

Parent Consultation Evenings Thank you to those who came last night and to those who have booked an 
appointment for tomorrow. When you arrive for your meeting please come in via the main door and make your 
way to your child’s classroom and wait to be called. We encourage parents to bring pupils so they can be part of 
the process. 

School Book Fair! This week we are hosting a book fair in the school hall. It will be open during the parent 
consultations but also after school today until 4:00. There will be lots of bargains and, as we know, getting 
children reading is one of the most important things we can do.  

Free Online Safety Worksop for Parents As a parent, keeping up with your kids’ online world can sometimes 
feel overwhelming. On Thursday 21st November 2019 at 6:30 the NSPCC and Hampshire Police are holding a 
free interactive parent workshop at St John the Baptist Primary School (on Floral Way). With Christmas fast 
approaching and new devices on children’s Christmas wish list, book your place today. Please visit the link or see 
the flyer that went out via email today.  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-free-online-safety-
workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559 

Clubs As you know, there are no clubs this week due to the parent consultations. Clubs will restart the week after 
½ term on the Monday. Please be aware there will be no clubs on Monday 11th November. All staff are involved 
with a joint moderation meeting with Portway Infants, Balksbury Infant and Balksbury Junior School 

School Lunch Menus Coming home today are the new lunch menus from HC3S, which start after the half term 
break.  A copy can be found via www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hc3s/primaryschools/.  The full menu, 
which includes the packed lunch and jacket potato options, will be on our website shortly. 

Art Week The week after ½ term we will be having a busy week as we will be doing some extra art work around 
the theme of ‘Proud to be …’ Each year group will be taking part in a range of activities linked to ‘the arts’, rather 
than just art itself so might include music and drama. Year 3 would like old magazines, eg gardening, football, 
nature, animals, etc, if anyone has any they could have. During the week we will also be having our annual 
Portway Poetry Slam. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                             

 

 

 

  

Andover Radio’s Search for a Christmas Star!  
Andover Radio is supporting the Light Switch on in Andover High Street on 15

th
 November and would like to find a star 

to assist in the ‘Big Switch On’ & holding the responsibility of lighting up our beautiful town. (Once again our Glee Club 
are performing.) 

 

They are launching a competition in search of a Christmas Star!  
 

They are holding a poetry competition and the winner will have their poem recorded at Andover Radio HQ and will also 
have a video produced for their winning poem. This will be played at the Switch On event and the winner will be asked 

to press the ‘big button’ and have the honour of switching on the Christmas Lights this year!  
 

To enter the competition write a poem at home and hand into school by Monday 4
th
 November at the latest (so we can 

pass on to Andover Radio by 5
th
 November.) Remember to write your name, class and school on your entry, Last year 

Portway pupil Olivia Sacree won and switched on the Christmas lights - so we want to see if we can do it again! 

Good luck!  

https://twitter.com/hantspolice
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-free-online-safety-workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hampshire-police-nspcc-free-online-safety-workshop-for-parents-carers-andover-tickets-77110492559?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hc3s/primaryschools/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sept Bikeability Week for Year 6 
Tues 10

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 4 & 6) 
Thur 12

th
 

Sept 6:00 ‘Start the Year’ Meeting (Years 3 & 5) 
Mon 23

rd
 
 

Sept   Clubs start 
Tues 22

nd
 

Oct Parent Consultations (3:30-7:30)  
Thur 24

th
 

Oct
 

Parents Consultations (3:30-5:30)  
Thur 24

th
  

Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 
Fri 25

th
 Oct 

 School closed for staff training  
Tues 17

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 
Wed 18

th
 

Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 
Fri 20

th
 

Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 
 

Key Dates for your Diary 

Thur 24
th
 Oct  School Finishes for ½ Term at 3:20pm 

Fri 25
th
 Oct  School closed for staff training  

Mon 11
th
 Nov No clubs today (due to staff training) 

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service – all welcome 

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service – all welcome 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

 

 

Calling All Year 6 Parents 
The Year 7 deadline approaches! 

NEXT WEEK – DON’T MISS IT! 
The date for Year 6 parents to apply for a Year 7 place for next 
September is Thursday 31st October, which is during the ½ 
term break. It is very important that all applications are made 
by this date as late applications are put to the bottom of the list. 
This year all 3 local secondary schools are full and so were 
unable to offer places to local children who had only applied 
somewhere else. You can name up to three schools on your 
application, in order of preference, and your child is added to a 
list for each of the schools you have named. Each schools list 
is then ranked in accordance with the published admission 
criteria for that school to determine whether they are able to 
offer a place. If only one of your preferred schools can offer a 
place, you will be allocated a place at that school and, if your 
child qualifies for a place at more than one school, the one 
ranked highest on your application will be allocated. The 
problem occurs when none of your preferred schools can offer 
a place and you will then be allocated a place at the catchment 
school (but only if places remain) or the nearest school 
(measured as a straight line) with a place available. This is 
why it is important not just to name one school but make 3 
choices, just in case 

All of the details are on the link below. 
www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7 

 

Democracy is Thriving at Portway! 
Last week the elections for the School Council and Sport Captains 
took place and, once again, it was a very close contest. It was very 
encouraging to see so many pupils wanting to stand for election and 
demonstrates how involved pupils are in the running of the school. 
Congratulations to those who have bravely stood – we could not be 
more proud of you. For those who were elected – the hard work starts 
now – good luck! The whole election process was organised by Miss 
Windross, Miss Patterson and Mrs Ibbotson, in conjunction with Test 
Valley Borough Council, and without their hard work and ideas it 
would not have happened.  

 

Sports News – Sports News – Sports News  
 

Rugby Report: Tournament 

On Friday, 18th October, a group of lucky pupils 
went to play at the Andover Rugby Festival.  These 
children were: Aayan, Jasper F[C], Josh, Maya, 
Thomas, Chloe, Brody and Seb. Mrs Hall-Cooper 
was the coach. We played Vigo, Anton, Endeavour, 
Balksbury and Pilgrim’s Cross. We managed to win 
all of our matches! A great day! 

Jasper & Aayan     
 

LEARN TO SWIM INTENSIVE SWIMMING COURSES - OCTOBER ½ TERM HOLIDAY 
Places Leisure and Test Valley Borough Council are keen to support more of the Borough’s children to learn to swim 
and to also achieve the national curriculum target of being able to confidently swim 25m. Being able to swim is an 
important life skill and also a great way to participate in sport and be physically active. The Learn to Swim Intensive 
Swimming Course scheme is a series of daily swim lessons that take place through a school holiday period and is 
aimed at swimmers who cannot yet swim 25m. Places Leisure are pleased to be able to offer a number of intensive 
courses during the school holidays. These courses usually cost £30 per person, but are being offered for all those 
children that are unable to swim 25m at the subsidised rate of just £15 per child. Furthermore, if you are currently on 
benefits and can evidence that you are receiving benefit payments then the cost of the course is being offered at a 
further reduced rate of just £10 per child. 
All of the details about this scheme are in a letter from the local leisure centre, which we have sent out today 
with the newsletter. (We only received this today, so apologies that it is quite late notice.) 

Our Visit to The Houses of Parliament 
On Monday 21st October our 2018-2019 
school councillors went on a visit to the 
Houses of Parliament. 
We left school at 7:30 in the morning on 2 
minibuses and then got the underground to 
Westminster. It was a very exciting journey 
and some people had never been on the 
underground before. 
Our favourite thing during the day was visiting 
the House of Commons and the House of 
Lords. We have seen them lots of time on TV 
but now we have been there. We also went to 
see Downing Street but Mr Johnson the Prime 
Minister was busy! Thank you so much to Miss 
Patterson for organising the trip, Mr Ireland 
and Mr Deery for driving the minibuses and 
Mrs Noble for coming with us. It was the best 
trip ever! 
By Roxy, Sophia and Isobel (Year 4) 

 

ALDI STICKERS  
Thank you for collecting these so well for us! 
We need just over 130 more before we can 

send our poster off for the chance to win 
fabulous prizes! Our deadline is 15th 

November so please encourage families to 
spend in Aldi and add stickers to our poster 

before November 15th. Thank you!  

Andover Trees United are holding a Lantern Making Workshop on 
Saturday 26

th
 October 10:00 or 1:00 at The Lights. Details on the flyer 

coming home today or contact volunteers@andovertrees.org.uk 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year7

