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School Fully Opening on Monday 8
th

 March 
I hope everyone had a good ½ term break, although it did seem to rain most of the week! Since the announcement at the beginning of 
the week of the full return of schools, we have been looking at the guidance from the Department for Education (DfE), which is 70 pages 
long and was published on Monday evening. We are delighted that we will be able to welcome everyone back into school on Monday 8

th
 

March, after this challenging period. 
It is vital we all do everything we can to reduce the risk to the continuity of education for the remainder of this year. It would be easy to 
relax but it is essential that we do all we can to minimise the possible impact of positive cases, which will occur even with the R rate 
falling. Essentially we will return to similar arrangements that we had in place last term, but there will be a few changes. All the measures 
we put in place will be designed to protect pupils, staff and the wider community.  
We hope to have the letter with all of the details ready to go out tomorrow (Thursday) so please look out for it and ensure you see a 
copy. There will be important updates on staggered start/end of days, uniform, etc. so it vital that all parents and carers see a copy. (We 
will add it to the website as well as emailing it out.) On the back of this newsletter is a map of the proposed one-way system that will be 
reintroduced from Monday 8

th
 March. I can confirm that breakfast club and Portway Plus+ will be returning and so bookings can be made 

for these services.   
Hopefully, tomorrow’s letter will give everyone enough information to start planning for how life will look like from 8

th
 March. Between now 

and the first day back, there are a few other things to consider as pupils prepare to return to school. The key thing is to start to prepare 
for getting back into a routine, as this can be a struggle. It is more than likely that things have not been normal for famil ies, especially 
after the ½ term holidays, and so it is worth starting to get used to normal routines like clear/set bedtimes and getting up times. It might 
be worth ensuring that children are up and dressed at a certain time in the next 10 days, so that they are ready for getting back into 
school.  

Today’s Portway Press is a little shorter than normal but we have been concentrating on these issues. Mr D 
 
 
 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 4
th

 March Obviously WBD2021 will be very different this year but we are planning 

some online activities that are all based around books. It won’t involve dressing up, but Miss Patterson has been 
working on some ideas and all of our work on the day will be themed around books and reading.  

Mr D’s Weekly Challenge Over ½ term and this week Mr D set a ‘den building’ challenge. He asked for pictures of 

any dens and said it could be ones at home made of duvets, outside dens or models of dens eg for a teddy bear! 
There is still time to send in a photograph, ready for the Friday message. Please send to portwaypics@gmail.com 
and make sure they are in by Thursday at 8:00pm. As usual, on Friday morning Mr D will add his weekly message to 
Google Classrooms.  

      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Portway Paradise 
  Some of you are already enjoying our Portway Paradise Room – it’s great to 

see! We have updated the room so now you can find some different outdoor 
activity ideas, recipes, yoga exercises and even more to enjoy! We have also 
appreciated the suggestions we’ve received and have begun to add some. You 
should now be able to click on Mr Stafford reading and get to the Portway Book 
Room! Here you can enjoy chapters from books and leave reviews of some of 
your favourite books.  

Click on each image in the Portway Paradise to discover more! 

Children can access The Portway Paradise at this link: Portway Paradise – 
they’ll need to be logged into their portwayjunior.net google account 
before joining. 

 

 

Join to find:  

 Calming music to chill and relax. 

 Recipes  

 Yoga activities to release tension  

 Sporty activities to create those good 
endorphins  

 

 Newsround  

 5-minute craft  

 Outdoor Craft – similar to Forest 
Schools and fun for the whole 
family! 

 Personal Growth Challenge  

 

Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19th March and this year it’s never felt more important to have some fun and raise money to support 

people living incredibly tough lives. On the day in school we will be holding a Red Nose dressing up day! More details to follow!  

mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com
https://classroom.google.com/c/MjU0Mzg3OTc5NTQw?cjc=odndzfc


 
Outside One Way System from Monday 8

th
 March 

 

 


