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PTA Raffle Tickets All tickets need to be returned by Friday 4
th
 December at 9:00 am at the VERY latest. Please return any 

unsold tickets to school but please sell as many as you can. After missing out on the Summer Fete and Christmas Fayre, 
fundraising is a little challenging this year! Many thanks. 

Foodbank Christmas Hampers Thank you so much for all of your donations – it was incredible! 
Last Friday Miss Windross and helpers took an amazing 188kg of donations down to Andover 
Foodbank – the equivalent of two baby African elephants! It was all in Miss Windross’ room and, by 
Friday, she could hardly get through the door as there was so much! We were honestly overwhelmed 
at the response. As a result, there will be some local families who will have a little extra bit of 
Christmas cheer because of your support. Thank you. 

 
Parking/Stopping on Yellow Zig Zag Lines There are yellow zig zag lines on both Upper Drove and in 
the turning circle on Ashfield Road. The Highway Code is very clear that stopping or waiting is strictly 
prohibited and these areas should be kept clear of stationary vehicles, even if picking up or setting down 
children. Planning extra time for dropping off and picking up is essential to avoid having to stop in these 
areas. We know parking is very challenging around our schools but it really important that these areas 
are kept clear. Can we also ask everyone not to use the area by the top gate on Upper Drove as a 
turning area. With lots of children and families around at the start and end of the day, it could be very 
dangerous.  The local enforcement officers will be visiting the school in the coming days, and they have 
said they will take a robust approach to vehicles not following these rules. 

Tim Deery and Vicky Windross 

 

  

This week we have been looking at the attendance figures for this term and, considering the 
challenging times we live in, they are amazing. The national attendance rate for schools is currently 
86.5% but we have had 94.2% attendance so far this term. This is really encouraging, especially as 
we have had 2 whole classes having to isolate during this time. If you remove covid-related 
absences, then it rises to just under 97%. 
We are very proud of all of the children, who have been brilliant this term. Despite the challenges, they have remained 
positive and doing their best in class. Certainly it has been one of the oddest and most testing periods of my career and, 
for all of us, there have been quite a lot of challenges, frustrations and new routines/procedures to learn. Your support as 
a whole community has been fantastic and I would like to thank you for all your messages - the positivity has been really 
appreciated by all of the staff.  
Once again thank you for sticking to the staggered start and end of days. Together with staggered lunch and breaktimes it 
does means we are able to limit the numbers of children that have to isolate if we get a positive case. Please make sure 
you stick to these times – thank you. The start/end times are: 

Year 3 can arrive from 8:50 to 9:00 (Finish 2:55 or 3:05)  Year 5 can arrive from 8:55 to 9:05 (Finish 3:10) 
Year 4 can arrive from 9:00 to 9:10 (Finish 3:15)   Year 6 can arrive from 9:05 to 9:15 (Finish 3:20) 

Many thanks to parents who came to our virtual parent consultations over the past 2 weeks. They went very well and 
94% of children had a parent/carer attend (or arranged another time). The technology worked fairly well and the 
SchoolCloud system proved to be a good investment. There were 1 or 2 minor issues, but these were to be expected as 
it was the first time we had done anything like this. We have not made any decisions, or set dates, for the next round of 
parent consultations but they are likely to be in late March. We will need to see what happens in the next couple of 
months before we decide what to do. We have sent out a short survey, via email, about the virtual parent consultations. It 
should only take a couple of minutes to complete and it would be useful if everyone could have a look before the end of 
the week. Many thanks. 

Mr D 

 

 
 

Our PTA raffle tickets were sent home last week! Tickets are 50p each  
and any unsold tickets should be returned to the PTA for resale. 

Prizes are a variety of magnificent and themed hampers! There are  
lots to be won but a few examples are: 

 

The Pamper Hamper   A Family Film Night  The Great Outdoors 
And … first prize … ‘Christmas in a Hamper’ – decorations & Christmas 

dinner including a Christmas tree donated by Nigel Woodman’s Trees 
 

Winning tickets will be drawn on the afternoon of 4th December. 

 

 

 



 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Mon 30

th
 Nov Christmas Post Boxes open! 

Fri 4
th

 Dec Last Day for Raffle Tickets 
Mon 14

th
 Dec Christmas Week in School 

Thur 17
th

 Dec Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up day 
Fri 18

th
 Dec Term Ends - early finish  

 12:55  Year 3 
 1:00 Year 5 
 1:05 Year 4  
 1:10 Year 6 

Mon 4
th

 Jan Spring term begins 
Fri 26

th
 Feb Day Closure 

Thur 1
st
 April Last Day of Spring term (normal 

time) 
Mon 7th June Day Closure 
Tues 8th June Day Closure 
Fri 23

rd
 July Last Day of School (early finish) 

 

Christmas at Portway Junior 2020 – Diary & Events 
Christmas will look a little different in school this year, but we are looking at how we can still make it a special time. Some 
details below! 

Christmas Cards: Christmas cards can be posted in the school Christmas post boxes from next Monday 
(30

th
 November). Cards can only be posted on Mondays & Tuesdays (last day for posting is Tuesday 15

th
 

December).  Each year group will have a post box & cards can only be for pupils/staff within their own year 
group. We will then ‘quarantine’ the cards until Friday morning, when they will be distributed. 

Carol Service: As mentioned previously, we are going to record a carol service in school so that we can 
share with parents. It will obviously look very different than usual and we won’t be able to physically get the 
pupils together, but we will try and keep some of the key elements. We are planning to make it available on 
our website for parents and friends to watch. 

Christmas Lunch & Dressing Up Day On Thursday 17
th
 December it will be our Christmas dinner 

(more details will come out shortly) and Christmas dressing up day. For dress-up day pupils can wear 
as much or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they like. Please don’t go and buy a special 
Christmas jumper if you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can work just as well or you 
can be as creative as you like! 

Panto Comes to Portway (virtually!) Each class will be watching a panto at some point during the 
‘Christmas week’. It is a ‘live’ recorded professional performance of Cinderella from last year. Our amazing 
PTA have paid for us to watch it! (Oh yes they have!) 

Last Day The last day of term is Friday 18
th
 December and, as you know, we always finish slightly 

earlier on this day. We will still have a staggered finish to the day, as is now usual. Year 3 will finish at 
12:55, Year 5 at 1:00, Year 4 at 1:05 and Year 6 at 1:10. As is currently the case, we ask parents to 
pick up and move off site as soon as possible.  Siblings, etc. can be picked up earlier as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growth Mindset in Action at Portway   
This ½ term we have been reminding ourselves about having a growth 
mindset in some of our assemblies, which is something we regularly talk 
about in class.  We know that pupils who have a positive attitude towards 
their learning will make good progress and be successful. Consequently, 
instilling all our pupils with 'growth mindsets' is important for us 

We want all our pupils to relish challenges, embrace their mistakes as part 
of the learning process, value the importance of effort, respond carefully to 
feedback and take inspiration from others. This will help them to achieve, 
not only with us, but also in their future lives as adults. We know that in 
order to fulfil the potential of our pupils and encourage them to become 
confident and resilient learners, we need to be modelling the mindset of a 
learner who is not afraid of making mistakes but who thrives upon them, 
knowing that this is all part of the learning process. The way in which we 
encourage children to learn and explore is vital to their success, not only at 
school but at home as well. 

If you would like to find out more then please see our leaflet all about 
growth mindset, which should have come home with this newsletter today. 
The following video is also very good and explains the concept in a little 
more detail:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUWn_TJTrnU 

Key aspects of growth mindset  

 We celebrate making mistakes – we can learn from them; 

 We never give up – perseverance is the key if we are to 
succeed; 

 We learn from each other; 

 We don’t compare ourselves with others; 

 We challenge ourselves and take risks; 

 We remember that our brains are making new connections and 
growing all the time. 

For further information on how to encourage confident and resilient learners 
at home, have a look at some of the links below. 

www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things 

www.mindsetworks.com/parents/growth-mindset-parenting  

www.oxfordlearning.com/growth-mindset-tips-for-parents/ 
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