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This current period of lockdown has meant that some parents are, quite naturally, worrying about their child 
and their progress. We do understand your frustrations and know it is hard to keep pupils motivated and this 
doesn’t get any easier. Many of the normal family activities are impossible at the moment and it is likely that 
we will all find things harder as time goes on. As I have said before, all you can do is the best that you can. 
Anything you can do to help your child will help us and we are grateful for you sticking with it. It is important 
to remember that there will be days when it is tough going – to be honest teachers find the same! (But don’t 
spread that around  !) Please try not to worry when you hear the phrase ‘falling behind’ used by the media 
and others. Virtually all pupils around the country are in the same boat and, like all schools, we will do our 
very best for them. We now have 12 school days before the ½ term break so, if it is tough going at the 
moment, try to take one day at a time. We all have up and down days, so that is to be expected for pupils at 
home as well. For us it matters more that your child remains happy and feels supported by you. Young 
people are amazing and they will bounce back - and remember the current situation will pass. But right now 
we are all just doing the best we can – and we are in this together.   Keeping smiling everyone and keep 
safe.                                                                                                                                                             Mr D 

 
 

 
 

Flexible Fridays We have been delighted and really pleased with how much engagement 
we have had from pupils, using our online Google Classrooms. We have 
been very impressed! But, as we know, it is important that we are aware of the amount of 
time we spend on screen and find ways to balance it with other activities. So we have 
decided that Friday afternoons will be a little different! We are going to only set some core 
learning for Friday, which should cover the morning but the afternoons will be left clear of 

online activities. The idea is that children and families find something off-screen to do. It could be a family walk, a 
jigsaw, painting or something else creative. It is very flexible – so we are calling them Flexible Fridays! It could also 
be the afternoon to have a go at Mr D’s Weekly Challenge (he will aim to share his Friday message by lunchtime on 
Friday, which includes his weekly challenge) or use the time for the Hampshire School Games challenges, which we 
have been sharing. Whatever you do, the aim is for it not to involve screen time. Mr D would love to see what you 
get up to - send him your pictures in the usual way. (See Mr D’s Weekly Challenge details below.)  
 

Day Closure Postponed (Friday 26th February) Along with Portway Infant School we have decided to postpone 
the day closure, which was planned for Friday 26th February. It is impossible to know what situation we will be in at 
that point but a day closure does not seem sensible on that day. We will rearrange that day closure when things 
become a little clearer later in the year. 

Welfare Support We know things are tough for lots of families with issues such as finance, 
food, etc. being a real challenge. Our Family Support Worker, Gemma Sacree, has put together 
some sources of welfare support for families in our area. The document is in the welfare section 
of our website at www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being. If you want like to talk to Gemma then 
please leave a message for her at the school office and she will get in touch. 

Devices for Home Learning As mentioned in last week’s Portway Press, we have some extra devices to help more 
families at home. If you think a Chromebook would help your son or daughter to access remote learning via Google 
classroom then please get on touch. This may also be useful for families with several children but not enough 
devices to go around. Just fill in the form and we will get back to you as soon as possible. The form can be found by 
following this link.  Device Request (If you the link doesn’t work then please email the school office.) 

Times Table Rockstars Challenge It was a hard fought battle but we can announce that Year 4 
very narrowly beat Year 3 to become the reigning lower school champions and Year 6 managed to 
defeat Year 5 to win the upper school crown. Well done to all who got involved but don’t stop now. 
Timetables Rockstars is a great way to keep practising those times tables and it really works! There 
will be a new challenge coming so watch this space! 

Mr D’s Weekly Challenge Thank you for all of last week’s ‘impressive photos’ – they were amazing and Mr D was 
definitely impressed! This week the challenge is to send in a photo of anything cooking or food-related. It could be 
something you have made or you in action in the kitchen. Or even a wacky recipe you have created! The 
photographs can be emailed to portwaypics@gmail.com and need to be in by Thursday at 8:00pm.  

Library Books Remember you can now request books from our library. All of the details were in the letter sent 
home last week. Please email books@portwayjunior.net with requests and to make enquiries. We have added a 
reminder for parents about how to get your hands on these books for pupils at the end of this newsletter. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross  

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being
https://forms.gle/rMGJvm8VgeeC2CJM9
mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com
mailto:books@portwayjunior.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

Help & Advice Section: Our community continues to be very proactive in helping us out and sharing things they have 
stumbled across. Let us know if you spot anything and we’ll add to future editions! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been genuinely touched by these lovely offers of help and, during such a difficult and challenging time, 
have been encouraged to see that there can still be some good news! Thank you!  

Tips for coping when you’re overwhelmed  
Finding it all a bit too much at the moment? You’re not alone. The pandemic 
has thrown a lot of challenges our way and feeling overwhelmed is a totally 
normal reaction. The BBC have some top tips for coping – these are here but 
also on our website:  
1. Stop and take a breath – pausing, taking a break and a deep breath helps 

us to relax and calms us down. Then we can think clearly and make good 
decisions. 

2. Talk about it – asking someone for help and telling them how we feel 
makes us feel like we are not on our own.  

3. Take a step back – write a list of things that feel overwhelming. What can 
you put on hold, cut back on or drop altogether? Problem solving helps us 
feel more in control.  

4. Break things down – too much future thinking makes us feel 
overwhelmed. Break things down into the next step, the next decision and 
the next moment and problems will feel easier to manage.  

5. Do things you enjoy, that fill your emotional energy up and make you feel 
joyful: sport, art, music, hobbies and connecting with friends. Even small 
things, for small bursts of time, can make a big difference.  

 

If you need urgent help, you can contact Shout who run a Crisis Text Line. It’s 
available for anyone in the UK, 24 hours a day. Text CONNECT to 85258. 

 

 

 

Read all about our amazing week on Google Classrooms right here!  

Fascinating Portway  
Google Classroom Facts! 

 On 21
st
 January there were 

18,333 emails & comments 
between children & staff! 

 Staff made 303 posts on 15
th
 

January – our record day so far! 

 Since we’ve started using 
GoogleMeets to be together, 
there have been 391 users 
active. 

 Over 98% children continue to 
log in to learn on Google 
Classroom!   

Well done to Year 3 for:  
 Letting your teachers know how 
much you are enjoying Guided 
English & story time stories. 

 Showing resilience with maths 
learning & showing how we learn 
from our mistakes  

 Joining and enjoying our 
Google Meets –your teachers 
have loved seeing your smiley 
faces! 

 Researching some incredible 
facts & learning lots about life in 
Ancient Egypt 

Nice Going! 
 

Well done to Year 4 for:  
 Engaging really well in the science experiment all about the digestive system 

 Being very enthusiastic about the Hampshire School Games 
 Logging onto Language Angels and having a go at some French.  

 Being superstars in maths and learning all about fractions.  

Nice work! 

 
 

Well done to Year 5 for:  
 Producing some of your best writing so 
far in our How To Train Your Dragon 
learning journey  

 Getting stuck into the Hampshire School 
Games & sending in brilliant photo & 
video evidence  

 Demonstrating fantastic resilience with 
division and fractions  

 Remembering to thank your teachers 
for help and online feedback.  

You’re doing reallY well!  
 
 

Well done to Year 6 for:  
 Improving the quality of work 
submitted & adapting Google Slides or 
Docs to send in photos of learning.  

 Participating in Mrs C’s ‘Question of 
the Day’ & generating lively 
discussions. 

 Enjoying Mr K’s story reading still!  

 Engaging with the BBC’s 10 Pieces & 
using music to inspire writing.  

You’re learning fast! 
 
 

Good luck with this week’s first FLEXIBLE FRIDAY! We look forward to hearing what you get up to! 
 

We’re so proud of the children and staff we work with. There has been a huge effort continuing 
this week in setting learning activities online, keeping up with children and checking in with 
families. Staff are doing a grand job of maintaining enthusiasm and energy for such a different 
type of teaching. We’re so proud of the work everyone is doing but cannot wait until we can be all 
together again!  
 

Job Vacancy @ Portway Junior 
We are looking for a 1:1 Learning 
Support Assistant to join our team! 
All of the details are in the vacancy 
section of our website. 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 
 

 

Stitch a logo, who are now one of our 
uniform providers, are stocking our 
uniform online. All the details can be 
found at: 

www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk/sal-school-
orderform.php?sid=20 

 

 

The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 
This weekend is the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch.  It is a great family activity 
and all of the details can be found by following the link. Essentially you just 
choose an hour between 29 and 31 January and you tell the RSPB what birds 
you see. There are a few rules so that they can use the data from around the 
country. (It could be part of your Flexible Friday!) 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-
need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/ 

 
 
 
 
 
We use Stormbreak activities a lot in 
school and they are a great way to 
improve mental health.  
Stormbreak aims to improve children’s 
mental health through movement, 
equipping them with sustainable, 
transferable skills and coping 
strategies to thrive during the complex 
demands of growth into adult life. 
 
Why not give it a try as a family! Click 
the link below:  

www.stormbreak.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/well-being/tips-for-coping-when-you-re-overwhelmed-bbc-bitesize
https://giveusashout.org/
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies
https://www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk/sal-school-orderform.php?sid=20
https://www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk/sal-school-orderform.php?sid=20
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/
http://www.stormbreak.org.uk/


  
 

How to access books whilst your child is not in school  
 

Pupil Google Hub: https://tinyurl.com/portwaypupilhub 
 
If your child is not in school, there are several ways in which they can have access to 
books. Reading is probably the most important thing to keep going during lockdown. 
 

CLICK & COLLECT SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS 
1) Open the school library catalogue. Access is using the Pupil Google Hub and clicking 

the Libresoft Librarian button.  

 
2) In the top right hand corner, click the borrow/return books only button 
3) Enter the password - Portw4y 

4) Check current loans; children who have already borrowed books will need to return 

them when collecting the books which they have requested.  

5) Browse the catalogue. 

6) Email books@portwayjunior.net with your request. Please include your child’s library 

barcode (in school diary) in the email. 

7) You will receive an email informing you when the books are ready to collect from the 

school dining room - please allow 2 working days.  

 
 

CLICK & COLLECT Project X reading scheme books 
1) Email books@portwayjunior.net with your request. 

2) You will receive an email informing you when the books are ready to collect from the 

school dining room - please allow 2 working days.  

3) Please return any books you have at home when you come to collect new books – if 

books are not returned, there will not be enough to supply every child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

https://tinyurl.com/portwaypupilhub
mailto:books@portwayjunior.net
mailto:books@portwayjunior.net


 
EBOOKS and audiobooks 

This is an exciting new addition to our library! 
1) Children will receive an email reminding them of their barcode (this will be their username) 

and their Wheelers eplatform password. 

2) Books can be read on a web browser or through the Wheelers app. This can be downloaded by 

clicking on the correct button on the Pupil Google Hub. 

 
3) Access the website by using the Pupil Google Hub and clicking the eplatform button. 

 

 
 

4) Sign in – with barcode (user name) and password 
5) Select a book (children will not be able to access age-inappropriate books) and download. 
 

 

HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY SERVICE 
 

 
Hampshire Library Service are running a Winter Reading 

Challenge: Sign-up online and read or listen to any four 

books by Saturday 27 February. This can include books 

you read or listen to together, bedtime stories, non-fiction books, ebooks and audiobooks.   

Take part in the Winter Reading Challenge 

 
Libraries are also offering ebooks and audiobooks: 
 

If you’d like to read or listen to a classic children’s book we’ve got a bumper collection 
to download for free. Our ebook and audiobook provider BorrowBox has stacks of 
choices perfect for sharing together on a chilly wet winter day. 

 
Classic children's books to download for free 
 
In addition, customers can borrow and reserve physical items at public libraries by using the 
Ready Reads service https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/ready-reads   
or reserving online https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/reserve  
Or using the mobile phone app to check out and reserve library books from your smartphone 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/mobile-app  
 

 

https://bit.ly/WRCSignup
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/productOverview.html?b2bSite=6394&browseItemId=462844&fromPage=1
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/productOverview.html?b2bSite=6394&browseItemId=462689&fromPage=1
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/take-part
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone/more-fun/classic-books
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/ready-reads
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/ready-reads
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/reserve
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/reserve
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/mobile-app

