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Year 4 Residential Trip Today many of our year 4 children left for a residential visit to Hooke Court in 

Dorset. Whilst they are away we hope to use our Facebook and Twitter accounts (@portwayjunior) and the 
website to add some pictures from the trip. If you have a child in year 3 it would be a good idea to have a 
look as we’ll be having a meeting next term for Year 3 parents about next year’s visit. It also means we are 
short-staffed in the office for the next few days (Mrs Staff is going on the visit) so please avoid if at all 
possible. 

Flu Vaccine As you will be aware all primary school children will be offered a nasal flu vaccine as part of the measures to 
reduce the incidents of this very unpleasant illness. You should have received a letter earlier this week from Southern Health 
NHS, which has all of the details. In order to receive the vaccine the forms must be returned by next Monday (2

nd
 

December), at the very latest. Not only is the vaccine needle-free, a big advantage for children, but the nasal spray is quick, 
painless and is very effective. The team are due to visit on Monday 9th December but we will keep everyone updated if this 
changes. Strangely the vaccine is not offered to those who work in schools, which does seem a little odd. However, together 
with the infant school, we offered a free flu jab to all of our staff on our recent day closure so we can help limit any spread of 
the flu virus. We have also been told that the strain this winter is particularly nasty. Further information about the annual flu 
vaccinations can be found at www.nhs.uk/child-flu or www.southernhealthnhs.uk/schoolnursing  

Year 6 Calshot Residential Visit A letter is coming home today giving details about the trip in January. If you didn’t receive 
one then please check with your child. (There is a copy on the website.) Please ensure the medical form, which was recently 
sent out, is returned as soon as possible and by Friday 6th December at the very latest. 

Christmas Gifts As we approach Christmas we would urge families to consider a couple of things if purchasing presents for 
children (We have already had a word with Father Christmas about the gifts that he brings!) Only recently we mentioned our 
concerns about pupils playing video games with a 15 or 18 age restriction. While many video games are entirely appropriate 
for children, there are some that are clearly not and can have some very mature themes. It is clearly not appropriate for 
children to play, or to watch others playing, games rated 18 and therefore suitable only for adults aged eighteen or over as 
they contain content that is very unsuitable for children, including extreme and intense violence, strong sexual content, 
inappropriate language and use of drugs and alcohol. Please don’t buy these games for primary-aged children and remind 
others not to do so as well. 
We would also urge all parents & carers (and Grandmas, Uncles, friends!) to consider buying 
a book for children this Christmas. We believe that every child should receive at least one 
book at Christmas as it is a great present. There are lots of excellent books around, including 
comic-style ones, but a few of our favourite authors/poets are Helena Pielichaty, James 
Carter, Anne Wan, Sarah McIntyre, Nicky Dee, Steve Clifford, the Etherington brothers, 
Christopher Edge and Tom Palmer, who have all visited Portway over the years. Of course 
there are lots of great books for children available so please consider one for Christmas. 
 

 Tim Deery & Vicky Windross    

                         

  

Vacancies: We currently have opportunities to 

join the friendly Portway team. We are looking for 
an assistant to work at lunchtime. Full details are 

available in the vacancies section of our website at 
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies 

 

Are you a graduate and interested 

in training to teach with a group of 

local excellent Primary schools? 

If you know of someone who has a degree and you think might be 
interested in finding out more about School Direct route into teaching (it 
might even be you!) then please get in touch. We are looking for 
candidates with a degree to train with us at Portway from next 
September. We work with several local schools and the outstanding 
University of Winchester to train the next cohort of teachers. 
If you would like to chat about the options available then please contact 
Mr Deery at school.  
There is also an information evening, held at Anton Junior School, at 
6:00 pm on Monday 9

th
 December. You can book at place at 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/anton-andover-alliance-18491978038 

 

 

 

Clubs - Finish Next Week: As already notified, 
clubs will finish next week (week ending Friday 6th 
December). The only exceptions is Glee club, who 
will carry on for an extra week (meeting on 
Thursday 12th) to continue rehearsals in order to 
be ready to re-tell the Christmas Story.  

 

Governing Body Vacancy: We currently have a 

vacancy for a parent governor. We hold all our 
meetings at 5:30 on Wednesday evenings and there is 
normally one main meeting every half term, which 
lasts about 1½ hours. These are supplemented with 
three committees and governors normally join one of 
these committees and they also meet once per half 
term (also on Wednesdays). If you would like to talk to 
someone about the role then please do not hesitate to 
get in touch.  

 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/child-flu
http://www.southernhealthnhs.uk/schoolnursing
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/vacancies
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/anton-andover-alliance-18491978038


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Dates for your Diary 

Wed 27
th
 Nov Year 4 Residential to Hooke Court (3 days) 

Tues 3
rd

 Dec Year 5 to Winchester Cathedral 
Thur 5

th
 Dec PTA Christmas Cracker Event 3-5 

Fri 6
th
 Dec School Council Dress Down Day  

Mon 16
th
 Dec 6:00 Glee Christmas Story 

Tues 17
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 3/4 Carol Service  

Wed 18
th
 Dec 9:00 Year 5/6 Carol Service 

Thur 19
th
 Dec Christmas Dressing-Up day  

Thur 18
th
 Dec Christmas Lunch 

Fri 20
th
 Dec End of Term (School Closes at 1:15) 

Mon 6
th
 Jan Spring Term starts 

 

PTA Christmas Cracker 
Next Thursday 5

th
 Dec 3-5 

The PTA are not having a Christmas Fayre this year but 
are holding a ‘Christmas Cracker’ after school next 
Thursday from 3:00-5:00 in the main hall. There will face-
painting, popcorn and a few stalls. Plus Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts! 
The winner of the bauble competition and raffle will also be 
announced! 

Raffle tickets – keep a look out for these & 
please sell as many as you can. Please return 
any unsold tickets to reception.  
 

Christmas Bauble Competition  
Are you an artist? Or someone who just 
thoroughly enjoys Christmas? If either is true,  

join in with our Christmas Bauble 
Competition! Return the order form 
that is coming home today so that 
your child can collect their 

bauble, decorate it and return it to school by 5th 
December. Judging will take place by our PTA 
and winners will be announced at our Christmas 
Cracker event on the 5th! Good luck!  

 

Year 3 – Harmony Woods Visit 
Last Friday year 3 went to Harmony Woods and we were super 

excited! We got wrapped up in our coats and got on the 

coach. When we arrived we were split into 2 groups. One half 

went on a treasure hunt whilst the other half planted the 

trees. We then swapped over. 

We got to plant a lot of different trees including wild cherry, 

silver birch, oak and field maple. It was a real adventure and 

we loved spending the morning in the woods.  

Anyone can go and have a look around as it is not far away – 

just google where it is! 

By Ruby Shepherd & Joshua Noyes (Year 3) 

 

Portway are 2019 Basketball Champions! 

Earlier this week some of our girls took part in a 
basketball competition. We had 2 sides and the girls 
were excellent at organising themselves into teams and 
working out substitutes for each game. They were so 
mature and sensible and we were very proud of them all.  
They won the whole event, beating St John’s in the final! 
All the girls played really well and we hope they will 
continue to play in secondary school. With the boys 
winning 2 weeks ago it means Portway are the 2019 
champions! 
Thank you to Mrs Ibbotson on for organising the team. 
Many thanks also to Harrow Way for arranging these 
events. We really appreciate all they do for us. 

Squad: Malia Cooper, Catherine Massey, Annabelle Morgan, 
Emily-Jade Swetmore, Maya Knight, Chloe Pollard, Eliza 
Meecham, Keira Hunter, Erin McGinty, Molly Grindley, Seren 
Wallis, Nicole Drabik, Georgia Marriner, Hadia Sajjid 

 

Football Report 
Last week the B team played a game against Vigo. It was 
a very close game but both sides had chances to win the 
game. In the end it finished 0-0. 
Squad: Mason Hewlett, Ryan  Jordan, Nikkos Pun, Cam 
Morrison, Jonathan Monteriro, Bray Jones, Alex Carter, Kodi 
Wells 

Christmas Cards & Events 
The school Christmas card post box will be open from 
Monday (2nd December). Pupils will deliver cards around 
the school, but please make sure that all cards are clearly 
labelled with the full name and the class.  
 
 
 
 
The Glee Club invite you to an original retelling of the 
Christmas Story on Monday 16

th
 December at 6:00 pm in 

the school hall. 
 
 
 

 
Our Christmas carol services will take place in the school 
hall and the service for year 3 and 4 will be on the morning 
of Tuesday 17

th
 December with the year 5 and 6 service 

taking place the following day on Wednesday 18
th
 

December. 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday 19

th
 it will be our Christmas dinner (more 

details will come out shortly) and Christmas jumper or 
fancy dress day. For dress-up day pupils can wear as 
much or as little Christmas clothes or accessories as they 
like. Please don’t go and buy a special Christmas jumper if 
you haven’t got one. A normal jumper with some tinsel can 
work just as well.  

The last day of term is Friday 20
th
 December and, as you 

know, pupils finish at 1:15 on this day. Pupils do not have 
to wear uniform on this day. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lights, 
Andover 

Sunday 8th 
December 

10:00 – 3:00 
 


