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Last Thursday evening I had a phone call very late in the evening from a headteacher 
colleague and friend. He had just been informed that a member of staff had got a 
positive COVID home test. We talked through the procedure so he was clear what he 
had to do but it meant that 3 of their classes had to isolate (as they had come into 
contact with the member of staff) plus 2 other members of staff, including him. It was 
a real blow for them but, once again, it was a timely reminder for us about limiting 
contact so that, if the worse happens and we have a positive case, the number of 
pupils and staff affected are limited. In fact as I am writing this I have just heard a 
nursery for one our staff’s child has just closed for a positive case, which must be 
awful for them. As I said last week, we are taking some very small, tentative steps 
towards a more normal situation but keeping in mind the potential for staff and pupils 
having to isolate. The aim, as before, is to minimise any disruption to learning caused 
by a positive case in school. 

Recently I was listening to a secondary headteacher speak at an online conference. She was talking about the 
benefits of the internet but she also said (to parents), ‘the most dangerous thing you can do for your child is give 
them unsupervised access to the internet’. It was an interesting statement and I must admit totally agree with 
her. I know I often say this but I believe it is vital that all parents take a clear role in limiting and monitoring the 
use of the internet by children. It is, of course, a challenge but there are lots of tools that can help. We do our 
best to keep our website up-to-date with advice, guidance, etc. and last week we added some further links that 
were sent to us. I would urge all parents to make sure they are protecting their children by reviewing access to 
the internet on all devices. There are far too many cases coming to light of very inappropriate images and 
websites being seen but also grooming of children online is an ongoing issue and one that can have a 
devastating impact on young people. For further advice and resources then please see our website section. It 
can be found via the front page or by following link. www.portwayjunior.co.uk/keeping-children-safe-online 

Mr D 

School Uniform/Jewellery: As you are aware, we decided to continue with our revised policy on uniform, 
when we returned from lockdown. A reminder of the temporary rules, which will remain in place this term, are 
listed later on this newsletter. It is really important to remember that, despite the more flexible approach, 
jewellery (except stud earrings) are not permitted in school and should not be worn. This includes all bangles, 
rings and necklaces. We also expect pupils to be smart and wear a school t-shirt or jumper in school, as would 
normally be the case. 

PTA Virtual Balloon Race: The PTA are working really hard to support the school, despite not be able to do some of their 
traditional events. Please see details about the balloon race and get involved – please also spread the word to family and 
friends as well. (We are VERY lucky to have such an active and amazing PTA!) 

2021 Year 6 Leavers’ T-Shirts & Hoodies  - Deadline for Order THIS Friday (30
th

 April) Please remember we are unable to 
be flexible with the deadline and cannot take any requests for t-shirts/hoodies after Friday. When last year’s hoodies and t-shirts 
arrived at school, there were a few children who regretted not ordering one and, due to the way these have to be purchased, we 
were unable to do anything about it. Therefore, we would urge parents and children to think very carefully about this in order to 
avoid any similar disappointments. 

      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
  

      

 

The Portway PTA is hosting its first ever virtual balloon race! 
How does it work? It is very easy!  

Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’ 

You can customise your balloon with a name, colour and message!  Balloons cost £3 each, and you can buy as many as 
you like! 

The balloons will be launched at 12:00 noon on Thursday 20th May. 

The race will run for one week, during which time you will be able to log on and check the progress of your balloon and 
watch the leader board. 

The race will end at 12:00 noon on Thursday 27th of May 2021 

This competition is open to everyone so why not challenge your friends, neighbours and family to a little eco-friendly 
balloon race competition? Prizes will be awarded to the winners! 

 
 

 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/keeping-children-safe-online
http://www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA


 

Dates for the Diary 
Wednesday 5

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual)  

Tuesday 11
th
 May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Thursday 13
th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Monday 31
st
 May  Half term week   

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Friday 23
rd

 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

 

HC3S SCHOOL LUNCHES - NEW MENU  
The new summer menus have started – and they look very exciting! As usual there 
will be a 3 weekly rota and will last until October.  

The menus can be seen on our website at 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/lunch-menus-1 

 

Online Parent Consultations – 5
th

, 11
th

 & 13
th

 May 2021 
(Please see the original letter for further details about how to book.) 

Once you have booked, you will receive a confirmation email. This email will also give you the link that you will need to 
connect to the video appointment with your child’s teacher. Please be aware that each appointment will last for 10 
minutes but, if you are late logging onto your appointment, this will be reflected in your appointment time, e.g. if you are 
2 minutes late logging in, there will only be 8 minutes remaining of your scheduled appointment.  

The booking system will close on Monday May 3rd at 4:00pm and if you wish to make any changes after this date, 
please contact the school office but there is no guarantee that a change will be able to be made. 

In order to attend a virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most 
laptops, tablets and smartphones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is 
a guide at the following link giving information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read 
more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 

There is a video, which shows you how to log in and attend your video appointment. Underneath the video is a help 
article with written information to the same effect including how to invite another parent/guardian to join your 
appointment. 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add appointments on 
your behalf. 

 

Office Opening Hours 
Please note the office opening 
hours are 8:30-4:30 (Monday-
Thursday) and 8:30-4:00 
(Fridays). Outside of these 
hours messages can always 
be left on the telephone 
answering system. As last 
term, the office is only open to 
visitors for emergencies and 
there is an intercom to the right 
of the main door if you need to 
speak to them. 
 

 

Extract from Full Re-Opening letter re Uniform/Jewellery – March 2021 
These will be the temporary uniform rules: 
•   School jumper & T-shirt or polo shirt (with school logo or, if not, in the 

school colours) 
•   Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, tracksuit bottoms or leggings (or similar) 
•   Plimsolls or trainers. However, they must be trainers suitable for PE - not 

‘fashion’ trainers and must not have heels or glitter, etc. 
•   Be smart – school is not a fashion parade (jeans, brightly coloured tops, 

make-up, jewellery, etc. are not allowed) 

In order to make video calls you need to have as a minimum: 
 a device with a microphone and speaker/headphones 
 a compatible up-to-date web browser: 

iPhone/iPad: Safari  /  iOS 14.2 or  iOS 14.3 
Android: Chrome or Firefox 
Windows: Chrome, Firefox or Microsoft Edge  
Mac: Safari, Chrome or Firefox 
Linux: Chrome or Firefox 

They also recommend: 
 Using a headset (or earphones with a microphone) to reduce echo. 

 

School Crossing Patrol 

Hampshire County Council 
have advised us that the 
School Crossing Patrol will be 
returning to work on Thursday 
29th April. Please note he will 
not be working Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons at this time. 

 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-press/lunch-menus-1
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call

