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Calshot Residential We would like to say well done to the year 6 pupils who went to Calshot last week. It was particularly 
pleasing to see the way they overcame challenges and achieved a great deal – whether it was stepping off the 50 foot 
climbing wall backwards, being away for the first time, trying new food or organising themselves in a shared room. During the 
week the pupils took part in a variety of activities including the very popular skiing, abseiling, climbing, cycling in the 
velodrome and archery. Next year’s visit has already been booked and there will be an information meeting for year 5 parents 
next term. We would also like to thank all of the staff who went on the trip. They gave up a whole week to be away from 
families, etc. and ‘are on the go’ from early in the morning until late at night. Without their boundless energy, enthusiasm, 
passion and commitment the residential could not take place and we are both very proud to work with a great team of staff. 
There are still some photos on our website if you would like to have a look. We are also very proud of those pupils who 
stayed behind; they were absolute stars, met their own challenges and helped the school to run smoothly with lots of staff 

away.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clubs All clubs start next week (the week beginning 3

rd
 February) and will run until the week ending 3

rd
 April. Please 

remember that notification letters are only sent if your child has not got a place in the clubs they signed up for. If your child 
cannot attend a club for any reason it is important that they let the teacher who leads the club know, so they are not 
expecting them to turn up. As you may have noticed it said on the clubs letter/sheet, that there will be no clubs in the week 
beginning 24

th
 February (straight after ½ term) as we have our Pupil-Parent-Teacher meetings that week. All clubs will 

restart again the following week.  

PTA News Frozen Friday Frozen Friday – a sale of ice lollies, face painting and free colouring activities is this Friday – 31
st
 

– in the Infant’s school hall. The PTA are in desperate need of some volunteers in order for this to go ahead. If you can 
spend half an hour or so helping please send a message to portway.psa@outlook.com or via their Facebook page. 

Hooke Court Meeting for Year 3 Parents Don’t forget that Wednesday 12
th
 February, at 6:00pm, is the meeting for all Year 

3 parents about the Year 4 residential trip. Please fill in the slip at the end of the newsletter and return it to the office if you 
would like to attend. 

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March To celebrate World Book Day we are inviting everyone to dress up as a book 
character. It is still a few weeks away but it is time to get your thinking caps on! It can be ANY character from ANY book. The 
only rule is you must know what book it is from when asked! We have some other ideas that we will share nearer the time but 
wanted to give everyone plenty of time for costume ideas!  

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross                   

 

  

  

Norovirus Warning  

We received this note from the local health authority and they have asked us to share with parents/guardians. 

Please Note: Norovirus is now circulating in Hampshire schools. In individual cases of diarrhoea and vomiting and in managing 

outbreaks, pupils suffering symptoms must be excluded from school until they have been without symptoms for 48hrs consecutively.  
This helps prevent and control the impact of outbreaks of the highly infectious norovirus in schools.  There is a risk that by allowing 
pupils to return sooner, the infection is likely to be perpetuated within your setting. 

Parents and carers might find the following a useful resource: 

https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool 
 

Key Dates for your Diary 
Monday 3

rd
 February  Clubs start 

Thursday 6
th

 February  Year 3 Egypt Day 
Wednesday12

th
 February  Yr 3 meeting re Next Year’s Hooke Court Residential 

Friday 14
th
 February  Last Day before ½ Term Break 

Monday 24
th

 February  School returns 
Thursday 27

th
 February  Evening – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Friday 28
th
 February  Day Closure – Pupil Parent Teacher meetings 

Thursday 5
th

 March  World Book Day 2020 
Friday 3

rd
 April    Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 

Friday 3
rd

 April    Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 
Monday 1

st
 June    Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June    Day Closure 
Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday 

 

Office Opening Hours 
8:30-4:30 Mon-Thurs 
8:30-4:00 Fridays 

Outside of these times 
messages can be left on 

voicemail 

 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings – Thursday 27th and Friday 28th February 

In the next few days you should receive a letter about the PPT meetings after half term. These are very 
important meetings at the midway point of the academic year to discuss progress so far and targets for the 
second part of the year.  Please consider booking an appointment on Friday during the day as this helps us to 
be able to offer a full 15 minute meeting to each parent (rather than 5-10 minutes common to most schools). 

mailto:portway.psa@outlook.com
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lions in the Community 
February Soccer School @ Farleigh School 

Mon 17
th
-Wed 19

th
 Feb 

£25 per day / £45 - 2 days / £65 -3  

Email Cathy@lionsinthecommunity.com or phone 07825 339091 

 

 

Year 6 at Calshot 
Last week we had an amazing week – 5 days and 4 nights - at Calshot 
Activities Centre which is in Southampton, right out on the Calshot 
Spit. All around us was water, beach and sand. While we were there 
we did 3 skiing lessons, 2 climbing lessons, abseiling, ringos, archery, 
low ropes, ‘team swing’ and we cycled around the velodrome. One of 
the year group’s favourite activities was ringos. This is where we were 
thrown down the ski slope in a rubber ring with a bottom, sometimes 
rings were connected to other rings so we came down in a group. This 
was slower in a group but, when you were in a ring on your own, and 
Mr Keeble had spun you round, it felt like you were flying down the ski 
slope. There was a lot of screaming – especially from some Year 
Sixes! Another favourite activity was team swing. We were strapped 
into a long swing wearing a harness, the swing was hauled up the wall 
of the hangar by our team mates and it was pretty high up! When a tiny 
rope was pulled, the swing dropped you all of a sudden and then, after 
the vertical drop, began to swing. At first this was really scary because 
it felt like your tummy had fallen out and, watching people’s faces, 
everyone’s mouth dropped open in a mixture of fear and excitement. 
We all had 3 goes and on the later goes, played games where we had 
to take turns to pull the tiny rope a little bit and see which pull of the 
rope dropped the swing. Skiing was really good fun, we learnt how to 
stand up on the skis and then how to ski down the slope. Some of us, 
who had skied before, were able to show off our tricks! The teachers 
joined in with our activities and were challenged in just the same way! 
We would really recommend this trip to year 5 next year – there are 
still photos and reports on our website so have a look! Thank you to 
Calshot and all the staff who set the trip up – we had the most amazing 
time!                                                          Jasper and Lola 6JM  

Year 4 Hooke Court Residential Meeting (For current Year 3 pupils) 
Wednesday 12th February 6:00  

After another very successful year 4 residential to Hooke Court, we are planning to repeat the experience in November this 
year. On Wednesday 12

th
 February there will be a meeting for all year 3 parents to find out about next year’s trip. So come 

along and find out all about it! (The meeting is intended for adults.) 
Just so we have an idea about numbers for chairs please fill in the slip below and return to school if you are hoping to come 
along to the meeting.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 (Please cut off and return to school) 

Meeting for Year 3 Parents about Hooke Court Residential for Year 4 (Nov 2020) 
Wednesday 12th February 6:00 

I/We would like to attend the Hooke Court Meeting. 
 

Number of adults attending  

 

Child’s Name: ____________________________________Class:_________ 

 

Signed: ______________________________________ 

 

Bedtimes & Sleep 
 Is your child getting enough sleep? 
Our assembly this week has been about the 
importance of getting enough sleep. You can 

see a copy of it on our website.   
 
 
 
 
 

We all know that a bedtime routine is the best way 
to ensure that your child gets enough sleep and 
recently we have seen a few children looking tired 
in school. As well as the role it plays in brain 
development, sleep also plays an important role in 
our brain’s day-to-day ability to function. Lack of 
sleep makes it much harder for us to concentrate, 
and we become forgetful, irritable and prone to 
being clumsy and making mistakes. Furthermore, 
evidence shows that the right amount of night-time 
sleep is just as important for children’s 
development as healthy eating and regular 
exercise. 
 

Studies have suggested that it is important to 
devise a bedtime routine that lasts 30-40 minutes, 
and might include a bath and the chance to read a 
story (or stories) together. It is also recommended 
that a child’s use of the internet, games consoles 
and TV is limited in the hour before they go to bed 
– and ideally don’t allow your son or daughter to 
have a computer, console or a TV set in their 
bedroom. 
 

Sleep requirements obviously differ from individual 
to individual, but in general a younger child needs 
more sleep than an older one. Between the ages 
of five and 11, your child generally needs 10-12 
hours of sleep a night. 
 

If you would like some help and advice on bedtime 
routines then why not pop in to see our Family 
Support Worker, Gemma Sacree. She runs 
Portway Pop-In sessions every Thursday between 
8:40 and 9:15 in the Infant Community Room 
(enter via main door).  Free Tea & Coffee – no 
need to book – just pop in! Alternatively she can 
be contacted via the main office. 

 

Breakfast Club: Children who bring phones to school and attend 
Breakfast Club should keep them in their bags or pockets until the start 
of the school day when they are handed in at the office. Alternatively 
phones can be handed to Breakfast Club staff for safe keeping.  


