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Parent Consultations We are making progress with arrangements for parent consultations and we hope to announce more 
details next week. We are working with a company to provide an online ‘virtual’ offer for parents. It will mean changes to our 
previous system but should allow these meetings to take place safely. We would normally have them at the end of October 
but we have moved them until mid-November and dates will be announced shortly.  
 

Google Classroom We have started to roll out Google Classroom and will continue that over the next few weeks. There is 
now a parent help hub on our website, with some information and videos for parents. It can be found at 
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/google-classroom-parent-help-hub  
 

Virtual Start the Year Meetings Thank you to everyone who viewed the meeting for their child’s year group, we hope you 
found them useful. If you have not had a chance to look at them then they are still currently on the school website. They are 
not very long so it would be really useful for all parents to view them. There is a link to the videos on the front page of the 
website.  
 

PTA AGM Thank you to everyone who came along to the meeting. The PTA have lots of great 
ideas about COVID-friendly events! 
The first is the Portway Penny Wars! Pupils bring in spare change and put the bronze coins (e.g. 
1p, 2p) into their year group’s slot – the bronze coins are all added together. The aim is to be the 
year group who collects the most amount of money! However there is a sneaky trick! If silver 
coins (5p, 10p, 20p or 50p) are added to another year group jar then they count against that 
year group and the amount of silver coins will be subtracted when the totals are added! The 
Penny Wars box will be kept under the shelter by Year 3 on the playground and can be added to 
during the school day (it will be out before and after school as well.) Let the Penny Wars begin! 
Competition closes at the end of ½ term on Friday 23rd October. 

 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross   

Keeping Open! As time goes on we are getting more used to the new routines and we are 
still making minor changes. As I have said before, the children have been amazing and really 
have adapted to the new ways of working. There are still challenges, of course, and it looks 
like the period of uncertainly will last for several months, if not the whole year. 
 

Our main aim is to keep the school open and running and to avoid sending classes or year 
groups home. To be honest, staffing is the biggest issue as we have to ensure staff stay at 
home until they receive a clear test if they, or one of the household, have symptoms. As you 
will realise, this is very disruptive but we have to be very strict. The worst case scenario is a 
positive case in the school so we all have to make sure we are following the rules and 
isolating if we have symptoms 
 

As you probably know, we are trying to limit staff contact, where possible, with more than a class or a year group. Losing 
staff also disrupts classes as we have to limit the amount of adults who come into contact with a class / year group ‘bubble’. 
It does mean that some of our normal support is not available, but as I said, the main aim is to keep the school open to as 
many pupils as possible. As we head into the winter, this is likely to become even more of a challenge. 

 

Start / End of Day / Masks / 2 Metre Rule Thank you for everyone’s support with the routines around 
the school and, where possible, wearing a mask on the school site. As children become more confident 
then they are able to be dropped off at points around the school and allowed to walk to their classroom 
alone. This is a good way of developing their independence as they get older. Of course, parents are in 
the best position to judge if that is appropriate for their child. 

 

Bags in School As you know, we have asked that pupils avoid bringing in bags, where possible. As we cannot currently 
use lockers, space is very tight indeed and bags have to be kept under the table. Pupils must only bring in essential items - 
packed lunch, coat, water bottle and diary. All children will be provided with their school equipment/stationery and so do not 
need to bring in pencil cases, etc. If a bag is unavoidable then it needs to be as small as possible and ideally for pupils who 
walk to school from further away. 
 

Private COVID-19 Pin-Prick Blood Tests We have been informed by Hampshire County Council (via 
their Public Health, Adults’ Health and Care department) about the situation regarding private pin-prick 
blood COVID-19 tests. 
Essentially, they are saying that these tests are not evidence that that a child or adult has got COVID-
19. They have said that the tests do not show whether a person with symptoms has Covid19 at the 
time of the test. Therefore we ask parents that if they (or a child) have one of the 3 symptoms then 
they must seek a test through the government testing system and the private pin-prick tests cannot be 
used as evidence of a negative test. NHS swab tests can be booked through their website at 

https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name  
Mr D 

http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/google-classroom-parent-help-hub
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Meal Increase - £2:50 from November 2020 

A Message from HC3S (Hampshire County Council Catering Services) 

For children and young people who pay for meals, we believe our lunches represent excellent 
value for money for a two course, freshly cooked school meal. However, a small increase of 
10 pence in the price of a school meal has been agreed by Hampshire County Council, to 
come into effect from November 2020. This increase is being introduced to meet the rising 
cost of providing school meals, which takes the price per meal to £2.50. In addition, children 
eligible for free school meals will continue to benefit. 

Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services and Young People, Councillor Patricia Stallard said: “We’re very proud of 
the high standard of school meals that our catering service (HC3S) provides - using good quality British produce. A healthy 
lunch at school contributes significantly to a child’s wellbeing and their capacity to learn, through to the end of the school 
day.”  
She continued: “I am keen that school meals remain affordable, but we must balance this against the increasing cost of 
providing those meals.  Mainly this comes from the ever-increasing cost of ingredients. In addition, HC3S is actively 
sourcing alternatives to single-use plastic across its operations, which is also projected to incur slightly higher costs, but is 
certainly the right thing to do in a climate emergency.”  

 

Reading at Home 
Many thanks to everyone who has been reading 
with their children at home over the summer and 
at the start of term. Despite all of the technology 
changes in our society, reading is more important 
than ever. When children see adults reading and 
writing in everyday life – reading for pleasure, 
sharing a story with them, using a recipe, making 
a shopping list, writing a birthday card, browsing 
the web, reading street signs or reading and 
writing emails – it teaches them that reading and 
writing are important skills.  
We know finding time is difficult these days, but it 
really does make a huge difference if you can find 
time to read with your son or daughter. Actually, 
just the fact of spending ‘quality time’ together 
when reading helps the parent/child bond and 
children love to know you are interested in them 
and want to spend time with them. The primary 
years slip by very quickly indeed but those times 
reading with them will stay with them forever. 

Please try and find the time if you possibly can. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
We are quickly coming around to ‘that’ time of the year again when we will be celebrating harvest. As 
last year, we will be supporting the work of The Bridge Centre in town alongside our local FoodBank. 
Our harvest assembly will be in early October and we would like donations brought to school on Friday 
9th October (a week on Friday). We would like donations of:  

 Jars of cook-in sauces, jam, chocolate spread and marmite 

 Tins of Irish stew, chilli, curry, spaghetti, meatballs. Tinned fish is a favourite! 

 Packets of tea, instant coffee and sugar 

 Bottles of ketchup and brown sauce 

 Tinned rice and custard 

Due to our restrictions and not allowing any visitors into the school, donations should be brought to the outside steps of the 
hall, where the fire doors are at the side – Mr Deery and/or Miss Windross will be there. We will collect up our donations 
and have allowed a 72 hour quarantine period before handing over our donations to the groups in town. 
We are very much looking forward to being able to support the valuable work of the FoodBank and The Bridge and thank 
you in advance of your support.  

 

 

Fareshare Community Food Distribution & Food Bank Vouchers 
Thanks to the help of volunteers from the Portway PTA, we've been 
able to increase the number of weekly supermarket collections of 
donated fruit, vegetables and bakery items.  From this week, there will 
be a community food table on the grassed area outside the Infant 
school dining hall where donated items will be available. 
Parents are very welcome to help yourself, we ask that you must follow 
the guidelines below: 

 Use the hand sanitiser provided at the table 

 Stick to the one way system in place around the 
building 

 Maintain social distancing at all times 

 Only take what you know you will use 

Availability is on a first come, first served basis for these surplus 
supermarket products. Products will vary from week to week. With so 
many more Portway families juggling extra pressures on family 
finances, please let us know if we can support keeping the cupboards 
full with foodbank vouchers or we're happy to make up a bag which can 
be collected from the infant school office anytime during the school day. 
This can be a one off or regularly to meet the needs of your family – 
whether your child is at Portway Infants or Portway Juniors. 

For further details please contact  
Gemma Sacree (Family Support Worker) 

 
 

Healthy Breaktime Snack Reminder 
Please can everyone remember that a snack at breaktime is a really good idea but it must be a healthy one. Sweets, 
chocolate or cakes are not appropriate snacks for breaktime. Please can everyone check they are not being brought 
into school. 
There are lots of ideas about snacks on the internet but the NHS has a great site about healthy snacks for children. It 
can be found at   www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/healthier-snacks-for-kids 

  

 


