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The end of the spring term is almost here and I think it is fair to say it has been another somewhat unusual one. In fact it 
has been a rather odd 12 months! I think back to early March last year and I remember telling the staff, all sat together in 
one room for the last time, that it would probably be just a couple of weeks and then we would be back to normal. That 
turned out to be rather wide of the mark! 

The first day of term in January we were all in as normal and had been told categorically that schools would not be 
closing. Obviously events unfolded very quickly and, by the following morning, schools were closed for the majority of 
pupils.  As I listened to the Prime Minister at 8:00 pm that evening announcing that schools would again close I must 
admit I was shocked, as we have not had any prior warning that this would be the case. Suddenly all of our plans that we 
have been working on changed in an instant. Of course, the school never fully closed and we remained open for children 
of critical workers and vulnerable children, as well as working hard to support children working from home. Although there 
were huge challenges, we got through it but only because of the amazing support of the whole school community. Once 
again I would like to pay tribute to the staff. It has been quite a year with all of the challenges, changes and worries 
around being in school with a large number of children and adults (especially as social distancing is just not possible in a 
primary school). However there has not been one moan or complaint from any member of staff, despite the situation they 
found themselves in. They have been amazing and I am lucky to work with such an incredible group.  

Within 10 days of the new lockdown we had loaned out over 40 internet devices to those families who needed it, but this 
was only possible because of some very generous donations from parents, local groups and friends of the school. Now 
that we have welcomed all pupils into school, these devices will be available if we have to isolate any bubbles or 
individuals but we have allocated each class a number of them and they are being used on a daily basis to support 
teaching and learning. A small bonus in these difficult times! We also started to fully use Google Classroom in January for 
the first time and, it is fair to say, we learnt to use it quite quickly! 

Obviously, since we have fully reopened, the school has not returned to 
anything near normality but I think we are all relieved that children can be in. It 
is not just about the learning but also about the importance of children 
spending time with each other. I have always believed that school is not 
simply about what is taught as part of the formal curriculum but is also about 
the social aspects of life, which can have a huge impact on mental health. 
Hopefully the cautious approach via the roadmap and the amazing efforts with 
vaccines will mean that we never have to repeat the experiences of this term. 
We will be keeping all of the current rules in place until we are told to relax 
them and, like the road map, this will be done very carefully and slowly.  

We have luckily not had any positive cases since we had one in January, and we want that to remain the situation. Any 
positive cases still have the potential to affect a large number of children and staff and will disrupt learning. Someone I 
know is a headteacher in Salisbury and they recently had 90 children isolating for 10 days, due to a positive case. This is 
something we are very keen to avoid! 

Thank you for all of your support this term – we honestly could not have got through it without you all. I have to say the 
children have been amazing and we are really proud of the way they have coped with everything. I hope you have a good 
Easter break - hopefully the weather will be kind so we can meet a small number of others in gardens. I must admit I am 
looking forward to meeting up with my 2 sons and their partners on Easter Sunday– as long as it is not raining! 

                                       Mr D 
 
Covid Notifications – Easter Holiday Once again, schools are being asked to support the government’s Test and Trace system.  If your 

child has been attending school this week, we need you to tell us if they get a positive Covid test result in the period Friday 2 April to 
Wednesday 7 April 2021. Please email covid@portwayjunior.net and we will put into place the track and trace process for any pupils who 
will need to isolate. We will need to know the date/time of test and when symptoms first appeared. If your child receives a positive test from 
Wednesday 7 April, you can tell us on the first day of the new term (Monday 19 April). 

Easter Holiday Fun During this pandemic, and being so restricted with the things we can and can’t do, we have 

got into the habit of providing some fun, holiday themed activities for children and their families on our website. We 
must stress that these are NOT work! This Easter we have a page of fun (free or cheap) activities – things that can 
be done outdoors, in gardens or out on walks and that can help our mental health and general fitness levels too! In 
case there are some rainy days (this is England after all!) there are also some rainy day activities – colouring, 
crafting and baking - to keep little ones busy! (There’s a rather nice roast lamb recipe that Miss W thought she 
might try for Easter Sunday!) Have a look at www.portwayjunior.co.uk and click ‘HAVE FUN’ to find out more.  

      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

 

  

         

PTA April Fool’s Day – TOMORROW (Thursday 1
st

 April) 
As this is the day in history when the Lord of Misrule would organise various activities, the PTA have made it a day 
of rule-breaking at school! But a very specific list of 10 rules that pupils can be broken but for every rule broken 
there is a 50p fine! Further details on the back of the newsletter.  We will be collecting fines via Scopay so please 
don’t send in any cash.  All money goes to PTA funds to help the school, which is much needed after this year! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:covid@portwayjunior.net
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/


 
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Thursday 1

st
 April Last Day of Term (School stops at normal time for Easter break) 

Thursday 1
st
 April  PTA April Fools & Rules Day – see flyer 

Thursday 1
st
 April  Easter Lunch 

Monday 19
th

 April  Summer term begins 
Wednesday 5

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual)  

Tuesday 11
th
 May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Thursday 13
th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Friday 23
rd

 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

 

Booking details to follow 
after Easter break 

Are you finding the cupboards are running bare before the next shop is due? Would a bag of Fareshare 
produce help? Many of our families benefit from the Fareshare scheme, which distributes food that would 
otherwise go to waste and, although donations received are unpredictable, every little helps when it 
comes to feeding a family.  
Our collection days are Tuesdays and Thursdays and produce is typically bakery items, fruit and 
vegetables. Please contact Gemma Sacree, Family Support Worker via the school office for information.  

PARKING WHEN DROPPING OFF AND COLLECTING YOUR CHILDREN 
We have been advised by a company on Portway Industrial Estate, Prestige Touch Ltd (Linmar House), that 
some parents are using their car park when dropping off/picking up. They have asked that you NOT do this 
please as they often have machinery moving around the car park and it is private property.  Thank you for 
your co-operation. 


