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We are really looking forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday. It seems ages since we saw you all back on 4
th

 
January before the partial closing of schools took place. Hopefully everyone saw the letter that went home last Thursday with 
all of the reopening details. If not there is a copy on our website in the Full Reopening section on the front page. We have 
outlined a few of the key parts below as a reminder. As we said last week, it is vital we all do everything we can to reduce the 
risk to the continuity of education for the remainder of this year. The government guidance is very clear that we ‘must do 
everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing’. Once we are back, we will discuss timings for parental 
consultations/reports for the summer term and will let you know what we decide. 
This has been another challenging period for us all but pupils came back to school last year after a much longer break and 
were all very positive. We will be able to pick up the learning they have completed at home and build on that in the coming 
weeks. The most important thing for the first few days is to settle everyone in and get used to routines and enjoying being 
together again. Once again, I have to ask all parents supporting home learning to give yourself a pat on the back! It is almost 
impossible to get right but you have stepped up and given it your best shot. You should be proud of what you have achieved. 

 Mr D 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 4
th

 March tomorrow is World Book Day and the remote learning will have lots of book-related 
activities. Check out the Google Classrooms for further details tomorrow morning. 

Book Amnesty As we welcome more pupils back it is vital we have books brought back that below to school. It doesn’t matter 
how long you have had them – no questions asked!  If you spot a Portway stamp in the book then bring it in! We currently 
have over 600 books missing and we are keen to get them back into school and checked off. 

Mr D’s Weekly Challenge For the last (hopefully!) weekly challenge Mr D has invited pupils to send in any photo of what they 
have been up to during this lockdown period. It could be absolutely anything and he will share them as part of his weekly 
message on Friday. As usual, the email to use is portwaypics@gmail.com and they need to be in by 8:00 on Thursday 
evening. 

     Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 

 

Staggered Start/End of Day There will be separate drop 

off/collection times for all year groups, following government advice 
to stagger the start/end of the day. As soon as children arrive at 
school then they must go straight to their classroom door, unless 
they are going to breakfast club.  

•Year 3 can arrive 8:50-9:00 (Finish 2:55) 
•Year 5 can arrive 8:55-9:05 (Finish 3:05) 
•Year 4 can arrive 9:00-9:10 (Finish 3:10) 
•Year 6 can arrive 9:05-9:15 (Finish 3:15) 

Classrooms/Equipment, etc.: Pupils will remain in their own 

classrooms and, where possible, we will reduce pupils mixing with 
other children/teachers. Space in classrooms is limited and pupils 
are unlikely to be using their lockers, etc. Pupils must only bring in 
the following essential items - packed lunch, coat, water bottle, 
disposable tissues and diary. Only use a bag if essential and, if 
this is the case, please make it as small as possible. 

COVID-19 Cases: We need all parents to remain 

incredibly vigilant regarding the symptoms of COVID-19 
and keep their child at home if they have any suspicions 
that they are not well. Any pupil who becomes unwell at 
school will be sent home immediately. If any child/adult 
in school has a positive test then advice from Public 
Health England will be followed.  

Uniform:  The temporary ‘flexible’ uniform rules will 

continue as before: 
•School jumper & T-shirt or polo shirt (with school logo or, if 
not, in the school colours) 
•Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, tracksuit bottoms or 
leggings (or similar) 
•Plimsolls or trainers. However, they must be trainers 
suitable for PE - not ‘fashion’ trainers and must not have 
heels or glitter, etc. 
•Be smart – school is not a fashion parade (jeans, brightly 
coloured tops, make-up, jewellery, etc. are not allowed) 
Hoodies are not ideal for classrooms so please do not 
wear them in school.  

 

Returning Chromebooks / Internet 
Devices/Books: If the school lent you a 

device during the lockdown period eg 
Chromebook, then please return it to 
school on the first day back. They can be 
taken into class and they will then be 
collected and left to decontaminate before 
being checked off against our inventory. 
We also need ALL books – including book 
bingo & School Library Service copies – 
returned to school. Please could everyone 
have a look around home during the last 
few days so they are ready to be returned. 

One Way System: Our site one-

way system will be reintroduced 
(similar to last term’s 
arrangements.) Please consider 
dropping children outside the gates 
or away from the classroom door. 
The aim is to reduce congestion, 
where we can. There is a map at 
the end of this letter. 

 

 

 

Communication: All communication should be 

made via email using the admin office address. 
Please do not talk to staff at the classroom doors 
as we need to reduce this contact to protect staff 
in school.   
Our admin team will be booking in any 
medication via the main hall on Monday, 8th 
March, and we ask that parents/carers use the 
side entrance (fire exits/doors). 
Please wait outside the doors, keeping a 2m 
distance from others, until you are called in.  We 
also ask that you wear a facemask when 
entering the hall.  

Parking Please 

remember not to 
park or stop on 
the coned area 
on Upper Drove. 
It is a passing 
area and must 
be left clear. 

See you all on Monday morning! 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/featured/march-reopening
mailto:portwaypics@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

  
Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19th March and this year it’s never felt more important to have 
some fun and raise money to support people living incredibly tough lives. On the day in school 
we will be holding a Red Nose dressing up day! More details to follow but red noses and wearing 
something red on the day will be part of the plan.  

Key Dates: Monday 8th March  All pupils return to school 
Thursday 1st April  Last Day of Term (School stops at normal times for Easter break) 
Monday 19th April  Summer term begins 

 

 

You have been amazing – keep it up!  
 Even though we are still in lockdown, last week’s roadmap announcement brought many of us a renewed 

sense of optimism. Whilst it looks like the end is in sight, it is as important as ever that we stick to government 
guidelines between now and 21st June and carry on doing our bit to protect our communities here in Andover. 
Whilst for many, this third lockdown has been the hardest; we are finally starting to see the benefits of the 
restrictions. Case numbers continue to fall and that is down to residents and businesses working together. We 
know it has been tough but it looks like it has also been worth it.  

 

Junior Bake Off is back!  
If you’re bonkers about bread or have a 

passion for pastry then you could be 
baking in the famous white tent in 2021! 

We’re looking for talented home bakers to 
impress our judges. If you, or someone 
you know is ready to ‘dough battle’, then 

apply now!  
You have to be between 9 & 15 years of 

age.  
If you cannot apply online please email 

applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.
uk or call 02070674833 stating your full 
name, full address (including postcode) 

and telephone number) 
Good luck!  

Fun Fact 

Did you know … before 
1913, parents could mail 

their children to 
Grandma’s – through the 

postal service!  

Jolly joke 

What’s a parent’s 
favourite Christmas carol?  

A silent night!  

The best and richest 
classroom is roofed only 

by the sky. 
Margaret McMillan 1925.  

mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk
mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outside One Way System from Monday 8
th

 March 
 

 


