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World Book Day – Thursday 5th March (TOMORROW) To celebrate World Book Day tomorrow we are 
inviting everyone to dress up as a book character. It can be ANY character from ANY book. The only rule 
is you must know what book it is from when asked! We are also going to repeat the book swap we did last 
year. The idea is that pupils bring in a book they have read and don’t mind giving away and they get to 
choose a different book to take home. It is a very simple idea and costs nothing!  So if children pick a book 
from home and bring into school tomorrow, they can then collect a book to take home! They will also 
receive a £1 book token, which can be used to pay for a £1 book in bookshops or used as part payment for 

a book. Our local Waterstones bookshop accepts the tokens alongside WHSmith and many of the local 
supermarkets.  Message for Year 3 parents/carers only: Please can year 3 pupils bring in a book to share 

during our reading cafe activity tomorrow. This is in addition to/separate from the book swap. 

Ashfield Road Turning Circle Can we remind everyone that cars must not stop on the Ashfield Road turning circle's zig zag 
lines. It is important that we keep this area as safe as possible. Many thanks. 

Day Closures Together with Portway Infant School, we have agreed to take the first 2 days of next school year as day 
closures. Therefore pupils will return on Monday 7

th
 September. We thought an early decision will help family with planning 

holidays, etc. The other day closures for 2020-21 school year will be confirmed at a later date. Please remember we have the 
last 2019-20 day closures on Monday 1

st
 and Tuesday 2

nd
 June this year. 

Green Day - Friday 27
th

 March (NOT 20
th

 March!) Apologies for the error (or was it a deliberate mistake? ) on 
last week’s Portway Press. We can confirm that our Green Day will take place on Friday 27

th
 March. 

Pupil-Parent-Teacher (PPT) Meetings Many thanks to everyone who came to the meetings last week, we hope you found 
them useful. If you didn’t manage to attend, it would be useful if you contact your child’s classteacher to arrange another 
meeting. We will be contacting parents of the postponed meetings in the near future. 

Coronavirus Please see the letter coming home today with guidance about the coronavirus. 

Administration of Medicines We are willing to administer medicines to your child if necessary. Please bring the medicine (in 
its original container) into the school office so that you can complete the appropriate paperwork and DO NOT send medicine 
into school with your child. We are also unable to hand back any medicine to children so this will need to be collected by an 
adult. Please note that we will be unable to administer any medicine without signed consent on the appropriate form. 

Clubs After school clubs have now restarted. Please can everyone note when their child has a club and 
remind them on the day. We will also try and remind everyone in school. Many thanks. 

Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
                   

  

  

Key Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 5

th
 March  World Book Day 2020 

Tuesday 24
th
 March   Y5 Ukulele Concerts in the morning 

Friday 27
th
 March    Portway Green Day 

Friday 3
rd

 April    Glee Performing at The Lights (eve) 
Friday 3

rd
 April    Last Day of Term before Easter (normal 3:20 finish) 

Monday 1
st
 June    Day Closure 

Tuesday 2
nd

 June    Day Closure 
Wednesday 22nd July  Last day of term before summer holiday 

 

 
 

 

 

 

It was a great start to the campaign last week with lots of children 
trying carrots – some for the very first time. We had a large 
number of children who hit the targets of at least 3 during the 
week. (From our quick survey over 250 children had carrots 3 
times last week and over 25 tried them for the very first time!) 
The video to accompany the campaign has been on television and 
in some cinemas but if you haven’t seen it then have a look at: 

www.vegpower.org.uk 

As you may have heard this week the vegetable is PEAS! So the 
challenge is on to keep the momentum going. 

Can we EAT THEM TO DEFEAT THEM? 

Try These 5 Ways to Wellbeing 
Research tells us that getting children to talk about their feelings to family friends is a very effective way of improving emotional 
wellbeing for young people. BBC Children in Need, alongside Young Minds & Boots, have produced a leaflet that outlines 5 ways to 
improve the wellbeing of young people. It can be found on our website but the 5 elements are: 

Connect      Be Active     Take Notice     Keep Learning     Give 
For more details have a look on our website or at www.boots.com/health/mental-health/a-million-and-me 

Message from the Office 
Can everyone please remember that 
the office staff cannot act as after 
school child care for parents. 
Recently, we have had several pupils 
in the office after school, which 
causes problems for the office at this 
very busy time.  

Portway Plus offer after-school care 
for pupils and your child can be 
registered via the office. 

On very rare occasons there may be 
an emergency but please let us know 
as soon as possible. The office is 
always busy from about 3:00 and so 
might not be able to get messages to 
children quickly enough. 

Many thanks  

http://www.boots.com/health/mental-health/a-million-and-me


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hampshire Music Service’s ‘Get Musical!’ 2020 holiday workshops 
Details below or see poster on the information boards. 

  

Get Musical! Easter holiday music workshops 
World Music Day on Thursday 16 April 2020, 10am-4pm (4pm demonstration to parents) - Shamblehurst School, Hedge End 
A day of exciting world music workshops, led by experienced HMS teachers and staff. Workshops will include Japanese Taiko, 
Samba, African drumming, mini accordion and more! 

  
Uke ‘n’ Sing Day on Friday 17 April 2020, 10am-4pm (4pm concert to parents) Shamblehurst School, Hedge End 
A day of ukulele playing, singing and boomwhacker workshops, leading to a special performance to parents. A special scratch-
ensemble workshop will also be available for pupils who already learn an instrument.  

  
Both these workshops are open to pupils in years 2-6, with any level of experience. Each day costs £25 per place. A breakfast club, 
running from 8.30am, is also available at £5 per session. Further information can be found on the link below: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/news/get-musical-2020-easterholidayworkshop 
  
Get Musical! Theatre Week 2020 17-21 August 2020, 10am-4pm (Friday evening show) Wildern School, Hedge End 

£125(early bird) or £150(full price) per full-week place 
  
This week-long musical theatre course is for pupils in years 2-6 (junior group). This year we will be working on a circus-themed show, 
leading to a Friday evening performance. During the week, participants will take part in singing, dancing and acting workshops and 
rehearsals with musical theatre specialist, including a former West End choreographer. They will also get the chance to take part in 
circus skills workshops, which will be included in the final show. Although split into groups according to age, all participants will come 
together to work on large ensemble numbers. Music will include songs from The Greatest Showman, Pippin, Carousel and others. 
Details at  
 https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/news/get-musical-2020-theatreweek 

 

School Council Dress Down day: GREEN DAY! 
This exciting event is taking place on the 27th March 2020.You 
can wear anything green you want but NO football/ rugby kit. 
We are raising money for Andover Trees United. Minimum 
donations of £1 to dress down. On Green Day we will also 
have a themed lunch which will have reduced plastic to save the 
environment.                                                By Olivia S and Dotty O 

 

Test Valley Brass Visit Year 5 
Last week, on Tuesday, the Test Valley Brass Band 
came to our school. They taught us how to make a 
homemade instrument using some garden hose – it 
was very funny! They also taught us about different 
brass instruments; we learnt about the trumpet, 
cornet, French horn, euphonium and tuba. We split 
into smaller groups and all got to play one of the 
instruments. The effort to blow meant that our faces 
were really red! It was an amazing visit from the band. 
Thank you for coming and thank you to our teachers 
for organising the visit.  

Matthew D & Ashley W  

Are you 9 or older and love baking? Channel 4’s Junior Bake Off are looking for 
young budding bakers between 9 -15 years old. Filming would take place from 
July 2020, but our applications close on Sunday 5

th
 April 2020. 

 
Interested bakers can apply online 

at  WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK. 

 

Attendance & Lateness 

 
We understand that occasionally children may 
be absent from school or arrive late, perhaps 
through illness or exceptional family 
circumstances. As a school, we are required by 
law to record reasons for absence and follow 
strict guidance around persistent absence or 
lateness.  

Reporting absence 

Parents should contact the front office on the 
morning of absence and leave a message on 
the answerphone explaining why they won't be 
in school or, if needed, speak to a member of 
staff. The office opens at 8:30 although the 
telephone answering is on 24 hours a 
day. Parents who have not contacted the front 
office will receive a letter requesting a reason be 
provided. If no reason is given, the absence will 
be recorded as unauthorised.   

Arriving late? 

School starts at 8.50am and it is important that 
children arrive on time. Arriving late could mean 
they can miss key input from the teacher and 
walking into a lesson already underway can lead 
to feelings of anxiety. It is also disruptive for the 
rest of the class. 

If your child arrives after 8.50am, they must be 
brought to the front office to sign in and this is 
recorded as a late. If this is after 9:00 they will 
be recorded as late after registers have closed 
and this is classed as an unauthorised absence. 

If you have any questions or may be concerned 
about your child's attendance, please contact 
the office to speak to a member of staff. If you 
are finding the morning routine a challenge or 
you would welcome some support or advice, our 
Family Support Worker, Gemma Sacree, is 
here to help. Messages can be left for her via 
the office. 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/news/get-musical-2020-easterholidayworkshop
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/news/get-musical-2020-theatreweek
http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/

