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Last week we had our annual visit from the local authority, although it has actually been 18 months since our last visit 
because of the unusual year we have had! Each school has a Learning & Leadership Partner (LLP) and they are primary 
phase inspectors from Hampshire County Council. The visit involves discussions with senior staff, pupils and visiting 
classrooms including looking at books and talking to pupils. It was a really positive visit and we were delighted with very 
encouraging comments we received. There was one comment that I shared with staff, which was particularly lovely to hear, it 
was ‘there is a real sense that the school has continued to improve. Not just with provision throughout the pandemic but 
beyond.’ That doesn’t mean we will be sitting on our laurels but, after this very difficult and challenging period for us all, it is a 
boost to know that the work we have been doing is being given a stamp of approval! 
One comment from a pupil did make me laugh. He said to his dad that Mr Deery’s boss had been into school! Not completely 
the case but it does show that young people are rather perceptive! 

Mr D 
 

PTA  Events 1: Virtual Balloon Race: The PTA virtual balloon race has already attracted lots 
of entries! (Over 50 entries already!) Please see all of the details about the race and get 
involved and please also spread the word to family and friends – all entries welcome! Can you 
beat Mr D’s balloon – the Deery Dynamo! (or Miss W’s balloon – Blown by the Wind-ross!) 

PTA  Events 2: School Lottery: Once again the PTA have been very busy and are starting a 
new project this week. They have signed up to the School Lottery and it is very simple. You just 
choose 6 numbers between 0-9 and if they match the weekly lottery draw, you win great prizes! 
See the flyers coming home today with all of the details! 

The Slow Down Social  Mental Health Awareness Week is coming up towards the end of May and, together with Portway 
Infant School, we are planning a special event for parents on Thursday 27

th
 May (the day before we break for ½ term.)  It is 

called the Slow Down Social, will take place from 2:30-3:30 (we will keep the pupils in school until 3:30 if you take part) and is a 
little bit different! Look out for the note explaining all about it coming home very soon! 

Parking Around Our School  We know parking is always a challenge and we rely on everyone playing their part and keeping 
to the rules. We don’t have responsibility for ‘policing’ parking around the school, but we always report any contraventions that 
we notice. However, everyone can report them via the following link (click to open) and it is a really easy way of letting the 
authorities know.                                            Report a parking contravention in Hampshire 

Royal Mail Heroes Stamp Design Competition You may have heard about this great idea in the 
media and we are getting involved! Royal Mail are asking pupils to think about who their pandemic 
hero or heroes are, and to then design a stamp in their honour. A special panel of judges will pick the 
winning designs. The final eight stamps will be sent to Her Majesty The Queen before they can be 
printed and issued. We will be doing this in school and will be sending them off later this month. It will 
go with the school address, etc but will include each child’s name and age on their design. If you 
would prefer your child’s design not to be sent off then just let us know via the main admin email 
address. (The pupils will still create a design but we just won’t enter it into the competition.)  

And Finally… At the end of this week we will be saying a sad goodbye to a very important part of the Portway team. Mr Foster 
has been a cleaner at Portway for nearly 9 years and he is not only excellent at his job but he is friendly and kind and would 
always do anything for anyone. Cleaning a school can be a thankless task at times but his positive attitude and cheery smile has 
always been much appreciated. We would like to wish him all the best and hope he enjoys his retirement. We are going to really 
miss him at Portway. Thank you Mr Foster! 

      Tim Deery & Vicky Windross 
  

Dates for the Diary 
Wednesday 5

th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual)  

Tuesday 11
th
 May  3:30-5:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Thursday 13
th
 May 3:30-6:30 Parent Consultations (Virtual) 

Monday 31
st
 May  Half term week   

Mon/Tues 7/8 June Day Closures (Already notified at start of the year) 
Friday 2

nd
 July  Day Closure (new date – following postponed day in February) 

Friday 23
rd

 July  Last Day of School Year (School finishes at 1:15) 
Thursday/Friday 2/3 Sept Day Closures 
Monday 6

th
 Sept  Autumn term starts for all children 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Don’t forget to get your children regularly practising their times tables - remember we have Times 
Tables Rockstars online, which is great way to do this at home. If you have lost/can’t remember the 
password then email the school office. 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNmzW5hGeVXfJNgdEdRPU-NMVURU42STJBT0c4UDI4MlJUR1pJQTFaTjBCVi4u


 

 

HC3S SCHOOL LUNCHES  
 NEW MENU  

The new summer menus have started – and they 
look very exciting! As usual there will be a 3 weekly 
rota and will last until October.  

The menus can be seen on our website at 

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/portway-

press/lunch-menus-1 

 

Online Parent Consultations – 5
th

, 11
th

 & 13
th

 May 2021 
(Please see the original letter for further details about how to book.) 

Once you have booked, you will receive a confirmation email. This email will also give you the link that you will need to 
connect to the video appointment with your child’s teacher. Please be aware that each appointment will last for 10 
minutes but, if you are late logging onto your appointment, this will be reflected in your appointment time, e.g. if you are 2 
minutes late logging in, there will only be 8 minutes remaining of your scheduled appointment.  

The booking system closed on Monday May 3rd so if you wish to make any changes , please contact the school office 
but there is no guarantee that a change will be able to be made. 

In order to attend a virtual parent consultation you will need to have a device with a microphone and a speaker (most 
laptops, tablets and smartphones have these built in) and a compatible web browser (Safari, Chrome, Firefox). There is 
a guide at the following link giving information about how to attend your appointments via video call, please click to read 
more: 

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call 

There is a video which shows you how to log in and attend your video appointment. Underneath the video is a help 
article with written information to the same effect including how to invite another parent/guardian to join your 
appointment. 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add appointments on your 
behalf. 

 

Extract from Full Re-Opening letter re Uniform/Jewellery 
These will be the temporary uniform rules: 
•   School jumper & T-shirt or polo shirt (with school logo or, if 

not, in the school colours) 
•   Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, tracksuit bottoms or 

leggings (or similar) 
•   Plimsolls or trainers. However, they must be trainers suitable 

for PE - not ‘fashion’ trainers and must not have heels or 
glitter, etc. 

•   Be smart – school is not a fashion parade (No jeans, 
brightly coloured tops, make-up, jewellery, etc.) 

The Portway PTA is hosting its first ever virtual balloon race! 
How does it work? It is very easy!  

Visit www.balloonrace.com/portwayPTA & click on ‘Buy a Balloon’ 

You can customise your balloon with a name, colour and message!  Balloons cost £3 each, and you can buy as many as 
you like! 

The balloons will be launched at 12:00 noon on Thursday 20th May. 

The race will run for one week, during which time you will be able to log on and check the progress of your balloon and 
watch the leader board. 

The race will end at 12:00 noon on Thursday 27th of May 2021 

This competition is open to everyone so why not challenge your friends, neighbours and family to a little eco-friendly 
balloon race competition? Prizes will be awarded to the winners! 

 

In order to make video calls you need to have as a minimum: 
 a device with a microphone and speaker/headphones 
 a compatible up-to-date web browser: 

iPhone/iPad: Safari  /  iOS 14.2 or  iOS 14.3 
Android: Chrome or Firefox 
Windows: Chrome, Firefox or Microsoft Edge  
Mac: Safari, Chrome or Firefox 
Linux: Chrome or Firefox 

They also recommend: 
 Using a headset (or earphones with a microphone) to reduce echo. 

 

 

 

Year 3 Parents – Hooke Court Residential November 2021 
All of the details for this residential Hooke Court in November are now on the website (link below). 
There is a video presentation plus the details about how to book a place.  Any questions then 
please email the office and someone will get back to you. 

www.portwayjunior.co.uk/court-hooke  
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