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Read the passage.

Word choice and punctuation can reveal a lot about a character’s feelings and 
what motivates them to behave in a certain way.

 Circle  the correct answers.

1 How did Samantha feel when Lisa said she wanted to take Sarah to Wonderland?

 a pleased b confused c upset d excited

2 What is a clue to question 1’s answer? Samantha accused Lisa of being …

 a a liar. b lazy. c a cheat. d mean.

3 Which punctuation helps to answer question 1?

 a  . b  , c  ! d  “

4 Why did Samantha decide to study for the map-a-thon? She wanted to …

 a win the map-a-thon.  b take one of her friends to Wonderland. 

 c help Lisa win.   d show Lisa how clever she was.

Analysing character feelings and motivation

Buzz, the Computer Man
“If I win the map-a-thon,” said Lisa, “I don’t 
want to take Samantha to Wonderland. I want 
to take Sarah.” Sarah is Lisa’s best friend.

I couldn’t believe that Lisa wouldn’t want to 
take me. She knew how much I wanted to go 
to Wonderland. I didn’t keep it a secret.

“You’re the meanest person I know!” I told her. 
“It would serve you right if someone  
else won the tickets to Wonderland.”

I decided I would do my best to  
try to win. Then I’d take one of  
my friends instead of Lisa.

I grabbed her atlas and went  
to my bedroom to study.

Colour how 
Samantha 

planned to get 
back at Lisa.

Circle  the 
punctuation that 

helps to show 
that Samantha 

was angry.

Underline what 
Samantha said 

to Lisa.

Put a  box  
around the 

narrator’s name.
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Read the passage.

Analysing character feelings and motivation

5 Why might the narrator have tried to make herself as small as possible? 

  

  

6 Which words suggest that Ram was angry with Buzz? 

  

7 Carefully explain how Buzz made Ram smile. 

  

  

8 Do you think that Ram will help the narrator? Give a reason for your answer.

  

  

  

Analysing character feelings and motivation

When Ram saw me, he stopped shouting. I hid 
behind Buzz, trying to make myself as small as 
possible.

Ram frowned. He loomed over Buzz. “Do you 
know the penalty for bringing an outsider  
into the computer?” he roared. 

Buzz nodded. “But I was hoping you  
would see this as a special case,”  
Buzz said, “and show a little kindness  
to a poor girl who needs the help of  
your great, almighty wisdom.”

Ram stopped frowning and began to  
smile a little.

Buzz told Ram about the map-a-thon and the 
trouble that I’d been having. I needed something 
to help me remember the names of countries, 
and cities, and especially of oceans and seas.

Circle  two 
words that 

show that Ram 
was angry.

Highlight the 
words that 

show that the 
narrator was 

scared of Ram.

Underline the 
words that Buzz 
used to praise 

Ram.

Put a  box  
around what 
Ram did after 
Buzz praised 

him.


