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FICTION

The Turtle Who Couldn’t Stop Talking
Long ago, a turtle lived in a pond with two 
swans. The turtle loved to talk. After a long 
drought, the pond dried up. The two swans 
realised they would have to find another 
pond.

“Don’t leave me!” begged the turtle.

“But you can’t fly,” said the swans. “How  
can you come with us?” The turtle pleaded 
and pleaded. The swans at last came up  
with an idea.

Read the passage.

Some answers are clearly seen in the text. Ask these questions: Who? What? 
Where? When? 

 Circle  the correct answer for each question. 

1 How many creatures lived in the pond?

 a one b three c two d four

2 When did the pond dry up? 

 a long after the drought b during the drought 

 c after the long drought d in the middle of the drought

3 Who decided to find another pond?

 a the turtle b one of the swans c the fish d both swans

4 What did the turtle say?

 a “I can’t fly!”   b “Come with me!”  

 c “Don’t leave me!”   d “Please help me!”

5 When did the events in the story happen? 

 a not so long ago   b a long time ago 

 c during the drought  d one hundred years ago

Finding facts and information

Put a  box  around 
when the events in 

the story happened.

Highlight the turtle’s 
words.

Circle  who lived in 
the pond.

Underline when the 
pond dried up.
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When they flew high, the turtle wanted to say 
“Look at the beautiful view!”, but he remembered 
the swans’ warning not to say a word. 

They passed over a small town. People looked 
up and shouted, “Look at that silly turtle!” 
The turtle wanted to cry out, “Mind your 
own business,” but he again remembered the 
warning. As they flew on, more villagers spotted 
them. People began pointing and crying, “Crazy 
swans! Crazy turtle!”

The turtle couldn’t stand it any longer. He yelled 
out, “Go away foolish people!”  
But he let go of the stick in  
his mouth and fell to the  
ground, landing on his back  
and cracking his shell into  
a thousand pieces.

Read the passage.

Finding facts and information

6 What did the turtle want to say when he looked down at the view?

  

  

7 Where were they flying when the people shouted, “Look at that silly turtle”?

  

8 When did the turtle open his mouth? 

  

  

9 What happened when the turtle opened his mouth? 

  

  

Put a  box  
around the reason 
the turtle opened 

his mouth.

Colour what 
happened when 
the turtle let go of 

the stick.

Highlight what 
the townspeople 

shouted.

Underline what 
the turtle wanted 
to say when they 

flew high.


