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FICTION

Read the passages.

Linking a text to other texts you have read is a great way to build understanding. 
Look for key words and phrases in the texts to make the connections.

 Circle  the correct answer for each question. 

1 Which information appears in both texts?  

 a Japan consists of many islands. 

 b The capital city of Japan is Tokyo. 

 c Japan is on the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

 d Tokyo is on the island of Honshu. 

 e Japan often experiences earthquakes. 

 f Four of Japan’s islands are bigger than the others. 

 g Japan is known as the Land of the Rising Sun. 

 h The word Japan means where the sun comes from.

Making connections

Anita unfolded a map of 
Japan.

“It says the capital of Japan 
is Tokyo. That’s where we’re 
going.” She read on, “Japan 
is made up of four main 
islands and over 3000 little 
ones.” Anita marked Tokyo, 
on the island of Honshu, with 
a red spot.

In the corner of the map 
Jason pointed to a white flag 
with a red circle in the middle. 
“That’s the Japanese flag,” he 
said. “The word Japan actually 
means source of the sun.”

In each text,  circle 
Japan’s capital city.

In each text, 
underline the 

number of islands 
that make up the 
country of Japan.

In each text,  
highlight the words 

that tell what the 
word Japan means.

In each text,  
colour the island on 

which the capital 
city stands.

Tokyo Techno
Japan is a country in the 
Pacific Ocean. It consists 
of four main islands and 
thousands of smaller ones. 
The capital city, Tokyo, is on 
the island of Honshu.

Japan is known as the Land 
of the Rising Sun. This is 
because its name means 
sun origin.

Japan is on the Pacific 
Ring of Fire. It experiences 
over 1500 earthquakes 
every year. In 2011, a huge 
earthquake and tsunami 
caused a lot of damage.
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Making connections

2 What do both texts tell us about Mount Fuji?

  

  

  

3 What extra information about Mount Fuji do we get if we look at the texts separately?

  

  

  

4  Imagine you are planning a trip to Japan. How would these two texts help you decide 

on the best way to view Mount Fuji?

  

  

  

Read the passages.

In each text, 
highlight the 

phrases that tell 
what passengers 
on the train often 

do when they pass 
Mount Fuji.

Colour the words in 
each text that give 

different information 
about Mount Fuji.

Underline the words 
in each text that give 
the same information 

about Mount Fuji.

Jason looked out the train 
window. Beyond the rice 
fields he could see a huge 
snow-capped mountain. 
“That mountain looks like 
an old volcano.”

“It is. Japan is full of 
volcanoes,” said Toshi. 
“That’s Mount Fuji, Japan’s 
most famous mountain.”

Jason pulled an instant 
camera out and took a 
photo. On the bottom 
he wrote ‘Mount Fuji, 
JAPAN—famous old 
volcano.’

Mount Fuji is Japan’s 
highest and most famous 
mountain. It has been 
worshipped as a sacred 
mountain for centuries.

Mount Fuji is an active 
volcano. It last erupted 
in 1708.

A good way to view Mount 
Fuji is from the train on 
the trip between Tokyo and 
Osaka. Tourists can often 
be seen taking photographs 
of Mount Fuji from the 
train windows.


