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The Woman and the Corn
Narrator: Once upon a time, there lived 
a young woman called Miya. Her father 
was lord of his people. One day, Miya was 
swimming in the river when she heard a voice. 

Miya: What was that? Who’s there?

Narrator: The voice said it would lead her to 
the man of her dreams, if she followed it.

Miya: The man of my dreams! I would love to 
be married to him!

Narrator: So Miya followed the voice as 
best she could through the jungle until she 
reached a cave.

Read the passage.

Make inferences about a text by drawing on your own experiences, and looking 
for information in the text that is implied, not directly stated. 

 Circle  the correct answers. 

1 What inference can we make about the voice? It belonged to …

 a the man of Miya’s dreams. b someone Miya couldn’t see. 

 c Miya’s father.    d an animal.

2 What is the clue to question 1’s answer? In the text it states that Miya followed …

 a the man.   b the woman.  

 c the shadowy figure.   d the voice.

3 What inference can we make about what Miya mainly saw on her way to the cave?   

 Miya most likely saw lots of …

 a trees. b deserts. c mountains.  d oceans.

4 Which word is the clue to question 3’s answer?

 a cave b jungle c dreams d voice

Making inferences

Highlight  
what the voice 
offered to do.

Underline who 
Miya’s father  

was.

Put a  box 
around the  

type of country 
Miya travelled 

through.
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5 What can we infer about the kind of person Miya is? Support your answer with evidence  

 from the text.

  

  

6 Why might Miya’s father have blamed his daughter for the famine? 

  

  

7 What can we infer about the kind of person the Lord of the Bats is? Support your answer  

 with evidence from the text.

  

  

Narrator: One day Jose, a farmer from  
Miya’s village, appeared at the cave.

Jose: Miya? Miya? Are you there? There is a 
famine and we have no food. We are starving. 
Help us!

Miya: <to Lord of the Bats> My husband, I love 
you but I must leave and return to my village.  
The villagers need me.

Narrator: So Miya and Jose returned to their 
village, but Miya did not receive a hero’s welcome.

Miya’s father: Stop right there! We are hungry 
because of you, Miya. It is your fault we have 
no corn.

Narrator: Miya was very upset and returned to 
the Lord of the Bats.

Lord of the Bats: Don’t cry, Miya, because you can 
still help your village. This is what you must do.

Read the passage.

Making inferences

Highlight what 
Miya’s father 
said to her.

Underline the 
reason Jose 
came to see 

Miya.

Colour the 
welcome the 
villagers gave 

Miya.

Put a  box 
around how  

Miya felt after  
her father 

spoke to her.


