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NONFICTION

Put a  box  
around two 
words that 

describe San 
Francisco before 

and after the 
gold rush.

Underline the 
words that show 
that California’s 

population 
increased after 

1848.

Circle  the word 
that suggests 
that America 
experienced 

more than one 
gold rush.

Highlight the 
words that tell 
what James 

Marshall was 
doing when he 

discovered gold.

Gold in America
On 24 January, 1848, James Marshall found 
flakes of gold while building a timber mill at 
Coloma in California. News of the find soon 
spread, and there followed the first and 
biggest gold rush in America.

After Marshall’s discovery, about 400 000 
people travelled to California in search of 
gold. Before the gold rush, San Francisco 
was a small town. It quickly became a city. 
People built roads, churches and  
schools. They also built new  
steamships and railroads.

Read the passage.

Make inferences about a text by drawing on your own experiences, and looking 
for information in the text that is implied, not directly stated. 

 Circle  the correct answers. 

1 Which is the best inference? James Marshall …

 a did not know he had found gold. b was searching for gold. 

 c discovered gold by accident.  d hid his gold in a timber mill.

2 Which group of words is the clue to question 1’s answer?

 a On 24 January, 1848  b while building a timber mill 

 c at Coloma in California d After Marshall’s discovery

3 Which is the best inference?

 a America experienced more than one gold rush. 

 b There had been several gold rushes in America before 1848. 

 c There had been one gold rush in America before 1848.

4 Which word is the clue to question 3’s answer?

 a Before b After c biggest d first

Making inferences
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NONFICTION

Colour the word 
that shows how 

gold alloy is 
different from 

pure gold.

Put a  box  
around  the 
metals that 

are added to 
gold to make 

rose gold.

Circle  the 
key word that 
tells why gold 
can be easily 

shaped.

Gold is a useful decorative metal. It does 
not tarnish or corrode. It is extremely 
malleable, so artists can easily shape it. 
Other metals, such as iron, are not very 
malleable. 

People measure the purity of gold in 
carats. Pure gold is 24 carats. 

Gold in jewellery is usually gold alloy, which 
is harder than pure gold. The three most 
popular gold alloys are white gold, yellow 
gold and rose gold. White gold is gold 
mixed with silver, nickel or palladium. Yellow 
gold is gold mixed with copper and silver. 
Rose gold is gold mixed with yellow gold 
and 25% copper.

Read the passage.

Read the passage.

Making inferences

5 We can infer that gold is a good metal to use in jewellery-making. What are the clues?

  

  

  

  

6 We can infer that the gold used to make jewellery does not always look the same.  

 What evidence is there in the text to support this statement?

  

  

  

  

  

  

Highlight three 
metals that can 

be added to 
gold to make 
white gold.

Underline the 
type of gold 
that results 

from adding 
copper and 

silver to gold.


