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NONFICTION

Highlight 
where a 

GPS gets its 
information 

from.

Colour how 
a GPS is able 
to calculate 
the distance 

between it and 
the satellites.

Underline what 
the GPS is able 

to do once it 
has calculated 
the distance 

between it and 
the satellites.Circle  how 

many satellites 
the GPS 

receives signals 
from.
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Technological Wonders
The GPS (Global Positioning System) can 
pinpoint a location on Earth to within an inch 
(a few centimetres).

GPS receivers gather information from 24 GPS 
satellites that orbit the Earth. First, a GPS 
receiver gets signals from at least four of 
the 24 satellites. It uses the time it takes for 
the signals to arrive to calculate the distance 
between it and the satellites. It can then work 
out its exact location, including its latitude, 
longitude and height.

People use the GPS system to calculate  
their location accurately and precisely.

Read the passage.

The main idea or key point is what the text is about. Details support the main idea.

 Circle  the correct answers. 

1 In the passage above, what information do we get from paragraph 1?

 a when to use a GPS  b what a GPS can do 

 c where to find a GPS  d how long it takes a GPS to work

2 What is the main idea of the passage? It tells us …

 a why a GPS is important. b when the GPS was invented. 

 c how a GPS works.  d where the satellites are positioned.

3 Which three details in paragraph 2 best support the main idea? 

 a First, a GPS receiver gets signals from at least four of the satellites. 

 b The GPS can pinpoint a location on Earth to within an inch (a few centimetres). 

 c After receiving the signals, the GPS calculates the distance between it and the satellites. 

 d GPS stands for Global Positioning System. 

 e People use the GPS system to accurately calculate their location. 

 f The GPS then works out its exact location, including its latitude, longitude and height.

Main idea and details

Underline what 
a GPS can do.
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Highlight how 
organ donors 
can help other 

people.

Underline 
what an organ 
transplant is.

Underline a 
sentence that 

gives information 
about the world’s 

first successful 
heart transplant.

Colour what 
helps to stop a 
patient’s body 
from rejecting 
a transplanted 

organ.
Circle  what  

type of 
transplants  

were performed 
in the 1800s.

Put a  box  
around the date 
of the first cornea 

transplant.

COMPREHENSION • YEAR 5 • SECTION 2 

An organ transplant is an operation where 
a damaged or diseased organ is replaced 
with another person’s healthy organ. Organ 
transplants have saved thousands of lives. 
One organ donor can save and improve the 
quality of life of up to 10 other people.

In the 1800s, doctors were able to perform 
skin transplants. The first organ transplant 
was a cornea transplant in 1905. In 1967, 
a South African heart surgeon, Christian 
Barnard, performed a successful heart 
transplant. He was able to take a healthy 
heart from a person who had just died, and 
implant it into a man who had a damaged 
heart.

The human body does not always accept a 
transplanted organ. Anti-rejection drugs 
help to stop the patient’s body from 
rejecting the transplanted organ.

Read the passage.

Main idea and details

4 What is the passage mainly about?  

  

5 Quote a sentence from the passage that helps to explain what an organ transplant is.

  

  

  

6 Explain how the authors have used examples to support the main idea of the passage.

  

  

  

  


