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Station Kuku
Now folksies, tonight we are giving you a 
new feature—an extra service. Ladies and 
gentlemen of our vast unconscious audience, 
you have heard of jokes funny enough to 
make a horse laugh—well, that’s the kind 
of jokes we want on this programme, jokes 
funny enough to make a horse laugh, and 
in carrying out our policy of service to the 
people, beginning tonight we are bringing a 
horse into the studio to try our jokes out 
on. What other radio station would go  
to such lengths for its public?

Read the passage.

To help identify an author’s purpose, work out who the text was written for.  
The author’s choice of words can also reveal what their purpose is — to inform, 
persuade, instruct or entertain.

 Circle  the correct answers. 

1 Who is the person making the announcement addressing? He is addressing people …

 a watching television.  b in a theatre audience. 

 c listening to the radio. d at a music festival.

2 What is the main purpose of the announcement? The purpose of the announcement  
 is to …

 a persuade people to listen to the programme. 

 b inform people about a new feature on the programme. 

 c warn people that there will be a horse on the programme. 

 d entertain people with a joke about a horse.

3 Which word best describes the kind of language the announcer uses? 

 a persuasive b emotive c formal d informal

4 Which word the announcer uses is the best clue to question 3’s answer?

 a folksies b funny c jokes d laugh

Colour the  
words that help 

us work out what 
the purpose of 

the text is.

Highlight 
what the new 
feature on the 
programme 

will be.

Audience and purpose 

Circle  an  
example of 
an informal 
expression.

Underline an 
example of 
a rhetorical 
question.
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[Hoofs fade in. Note, use wooden hoofs.]

Come here, Molasses—whoa—whoa—all 
ready for work?

[Snort]

Good! Now, Molasses, I am going to tell you 
a joke.

[Snort and run away.]

Hey, bring that horse back here!

[Hoof in.]

Whoa! Molasses, you misunderstood me.

[Snort]

Read the passage.

Audience and purpose 

Circle  an  
example of 

informal  
language.

Highlight how  
the sound 
of a horse 

entering and 
running away is 

recreated.

Underline an 
example of a 

script direction.

5 Why do you think the horse ran away?

  

  

  

6 How can we tell that this text is part of a play?

  

  

  

  

7 How can we tell that the play was written for a radio audience?

  

  

  

  

  

Put a  box  
around the sound 
Molasses makes 
when the actor 

talks to him.


