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On the Trail of the Golden Man

Sipu made walking through the jungle look 

easy. It wasn’t scary with Sipu around. This 

was his home. He had grown up here. Sipu 

thought nothing of climbing over tree roots 

double his height, breaking vines for a quick 

drink and climbing up a tree for a bite to 

eat. He walked so lightly through the forest 

his feet barely marked the ground. He 

showed Mia and Flynn how to walk through 

the rainforest without being seen or heard.

Read the passage.

Look for clues in a text to interpret a character’s feelings and what motivates 

them to behave in a certain way. The clues are usually in the author’s choice of 

words and punctuation.

Interpreting character behaviour, feelings and motivation

 Circle  the correct answers. 

1 Based on evidence in the passage, which sentence best describes Sipu? Sipu …

 a has excellent survival skills. b has good time management skills. 

 c is very competitive.  d has extraordinary strength.

2 What is the clue to question 1’s answer? Sipu is able to …

 a walk lightly through the jungle. b stay warm in the jungle. 

 c find food and water in the jungle. d identify plants and animals in the jungle.

3 Which sentence best sums up Sipu’s attitude towards Mia and Flynn? Sipu …

 a thinks he’s smarter than Mia and Flynn. b wants to share his knowledge. 

 c wants to learn from Mia and Flynn. d thinks Mia and Flynn are a nuisance.

4 Which word is the best clue to question 3’s answer?

 a easy b showed c nothing d scary

5 How did Mia and Flynn feel with Sipu as their guide?

 a scared b disappointed c relaxed d confused

Put a  box   

around how Mia  

and Flynn felt with 

Sipu around.

Underline  

a sentence that 

demonstrates 

Sipu’s survival 

skills.

Colour how Sipu 

moved through 

the jungle.

Highlight  

what Mia and 

Flynn learnt 

from Sipu.
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“Hey, look guys!” cried Flynn, pointing to the 

sky. It was dark now and the moon sat full 

in the night sky. It looked strangely golden. 

“Doesn’t that look awesome?”

The strange coloured moonlight was making 

them all look golden. El Dorado was with 

them. Flynn and Mia thought about Sipu and 

his secret tribe and the great gift that he 

had given them. He had shown them some of 

the real treasures of the rainforest, and they 

would keep their word and do whatever they 

could to protect it. Their visit to El Dorado 

would remain a treasured secret forever.

Read the passage.

Interpreting character behaviour, feelings and motivation

Circle  the word 

Flynn uses 

to describe 

the moon.

Highlight  

Sipu’s gift to Mia 

and Flynn.

Underline 

how Flynn and 

Mia intend to 

repay Sipu.

Colour the words 

that help us to 

understand how 

Flynn and Mia feel 

about El Dorado.

6 How does Flynn react to the sight of the moon?

  

  

7  How do Flynn and Mia feel about the rainforest? Support your answer with a quote  
from the passage.

  

  

  

   

8 What does the passage suggest about Flynn and Mia’s attitude towards El Dorado?

  

  

  

  


