
Portway Junior School Offer for Remote Provision: Information for Parents - January 
2021 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what to                  
expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at                 
home. 

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section of this page. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent                   
home? 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while we                   
take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching. 

Parents of pupils who need to isolate from school will receive an email which will include our 2-day emergency                   
plan. This has links to online learning for English and Maths which has been organised to match up with what will                     
be covered in school so that children do not miss out on essential learning. This document also includes a project                    
for children to explore.. 

The 2-day emergency plans can also be found on our website under ‘Remote Learning’ and then by clicking the                   
date of the relevant week. 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as                  
they would if they were in school? 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. In some cases,                  
for pupils learning at home, resources / links to online activities may be different to ensure that pupils can learn                    
effectively at home. 

This learning will be set on Google Classroom for pupils. 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We aim to offer pupils a minimum of 4 hours work per school day. 

When learning from home, work is to be set from the usual school curriculum and covers the                 
skills/knowledge/topics, from a range of lessons that children would be learning if they were in school as usual.                  
Children’s reading and times tables practice are essential to their learning development and count as part of the                  
daily learning time. Children should read every day for at least 10-20minutes - this can be reading aloud to                   
another member of the family or reading to themselves. Children should also log in to Times Tables Rockstars to                   
practise their times tables for at least 10-20 minutes daily (TTRockstars logins are in pupils’ home/school diaries). 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education the school is providing? 

Remote learning for all our pupils will be delivered using Google Classroom. All pupils have their own login                  
information for their Google Classroom (this can be found in their home/school diaries) and, last term, all pupils                  
have had experience of logging in and using Google Classroom in school as well as to complete homework.                  
There is a help guide for parents on our website; this can also be accessed by clicking this link: Parent Guide to                      
Google Classroom.  

https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/remote-learning/google-classroom-help-hub
https://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/remote-learning/google-classroom-help-hub


Each Google Classroom will contain instructions about tasks that pupils are set for each day and the links to help                    
them learn. These links may be to an online learning platform (such as White Rose, Oak Academy or BBC                   
Bitesize) or to another online resource that will support learning - such as Education City or Times Tables                  
Rockstars. Links may also be to a quiz or a PDF or Word document resource that the teacher has uploaded for                     
the child to complete. Google Classroom has a ‘comment’ or ‘chat’ facility where pupils can ask a question if                   
there is something they don’t understand or are unsure of.  

In addition to learning provided in Google Classroom, there is a page on our website of other activities and                   
projects that children can engage in. These are ‘extras’ for pupils who want them and work set in Google                   
Classroom should be the priority. 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote                    
education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following approaches                  
to support those pupils to access remote education: 

We know that devices at home are a challenge for a lot of parents and we will do what we can to help. We have a                          
number of ChromeBooks that we are able to offer to pupils to support their learning at home. If you would like to                      
be considered for this then please complete the survey below so that we can organise allocations 

ChromeBooks to support remote learning parent survey 

Data allowances on mobile devices can be used to support pupils and enable them to access remote education –                   
EE, SkyMobile, Smarty, Tesco Mobile, Three and Virgin Mobile currently have this offer. The school can also                 
request mobile data increases for children and young people who: 

● Do not have fixed broadband at home 
● Cannot afford  additional data for their devices 
●  Are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education. 

 If you believe this applies to you, please complete the request form below so that we can help: 

Data Increases request form.   

Throughout the period of remote learning, parents experiencing any problems or concerns can contact the school                
using the adminoffice@portway-junior.hants.sch.uk email address. Staff will also provide check ins throughout            
the period of remote learning so that children are supported with any further needs they have. 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

Children should be given access to a range of high quality online learning resources to help with their learning.                   
We will make use of resources such as BBC Bitesize (for all subjects), White Rose (for our maths curriculum) and                    
Oak Academy (for all subjects). Each of these platforms are designed to provide children with video explanations                 
and models of the concepts they are learning. (The Oak Academy was set up for precisely this purpose and is the                     
government recommended resource for teachers to use and pupils to learn from home.) 

Each day on Google Classroom will start with a ‘registration video’ which will be available from 9:00am. This can                   
be watched at any time during a day but must be the first thing that the children do. During the video, the teacher                       
will give pupils instructions about the work they have uploaded to the Google Classroom for the children to                  
complete. Pupils should leave a comment on this video (hello or thank you) to let the teacher know they have                    
seen it and so that the teacher can monitor who is engaging with the remote learning.  

During the week there will also be a GoogleMeet for all the members of the class learning at home. The timing of                      
this will be communicated by the teacher through the Google Classroom and pupils will be invited by an email to                    
their Google account. This will be an opportunity for the class to meet together and for children to talk about the                     
successes or challenges they have had with their learning. (We must stress that this is a meeting opportunity for                   
the pupils and their teachers. Not for parents!) We would hope that all pupils attend this meeting if at all possible. 

At any time a pupil can use the comment or chat feature to ask a question. Teachers will normally only respond                      
to these comments between 9:00-3:30 and may not be able to respond immediately as they will also be teaching                   
children in school as well as supporting other pupils remotely too. Please bear this in mind. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq8CVX4mhHmnIlcnVXlXcpY29KakGAWWXH9vzbvMCS6ooNag/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQZm8MiiwP3GoHRTQxoeZAN1VU5wx-z04e4JzF9Z-Cjk6_qg/viewform
mailto:adminoffice@portway-junior.hants.sch.uk


Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers                 
should provide at home? 

It is important that your child engages with home learning and keeps up with their tasks and learning set in                    
Google Classroom. If they aren’t engaging then we will contact you so that we can work together to improve this.                    
We understand sharing devices is a challenge, especially for those families with several children (not just at                 
Portway!). We have therefore planned our offer to allow flexibility for families about when children will complete                 
their learning tasks. 

Some children will be able to work more independently than others; younger children in particular may need                 
support in accessing materials online and staying focused with their remote learning. We ask that you help them                  
as much as you can. At the same time we appreciate that many of you will also be working from home                     
yourselves. It would be very helpful if you can take an active role in your child’s learning by hearing them read                     
and talking to them about their day and what they have learned. 

Our top tips: 

● Encourage your child to be ready and dressed for the day and to keep to a timetable that you have agreed                     
together. 

● Make it clear when the school day is over so that school and home life are separated. 
●  Plan breaks and exercise into the day to help keep your child active. 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are                     
concerns? 

The government has asked teachers to check in daily with pupils and to monitor their engagement in online                  
learning. This can be through video messages, written comments or through a live online meeting. 

It is important that your child engages with home learning and keeps up with their tasks and learning set in                    
Google Classroom. If they aren’t engaging then we will contact you so that we can work together to improve this. 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children. For                 
example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective               
methods, amongst many others. 

The government does not expect teachers to mark and respond in detail to every piece of work as they recognise                    
that all school staff are working hard to provide education for pupils still in school. Instead teachers are required                   
to give feedback on pupils’ work weekly and can use technology to do this, e.g. an automatically marked quiz. 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access                    
remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND),                
may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the                 
difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils. 

If your child is on our SEND register, and is not in school, then you will also receive a letter from Mrs Norton our                        
SENDCo. This will give you extra information about how we can support your child’s particular needs. 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from the                   
approaches described above? 

Pupils needing to isolate from school will receive an email which will include our 2-day emergency plan. This has                   
links to online learning for English and Maths, as well as a project for children to complete. This learning has                    



been organised to match up with what will be covered in school so that children do not miss out on essential                     
learning. 

2-day emergency plans can also be found on our website under ‘Remote Learning’ and clicking the date of the                   
relevant week. 

Work will then be set for subsequent days on Google Classroom for the child to access. In all cases, this work will 
be closely matched to the learning happening in school.  
 
 
 

 


