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COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update: Friday 13th March, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/carers, 

I am writing to update regarding the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) outbreak, after further announcements in the last 24 hours. 

Obviously the situation is changing rapidly but we will try to keep you all up-to-date. The advice from Public Health England 

continues to be for schools to remain open, unless advised otherwise. At school we will continue to talk to pupils about 

washing their hands and procedures when sneezing and coughing. 

Our latest advice about pupils coming to school is no different than reported widely yesterday in the media. We are being 

asked to remind everyone that children should be isolating for 7 days if they show even mild signs of COVID-19 including 

having a new, persistent cough or a high temperature. Individuals can vary but the normal temperature for children is 

36.4
o
c and anything 37.8

o
c or over would be described as a fever.  

It is important that this is applied consistently at this stage so please keep careful eye on your children. Please let us know, 

via the normal routes, if your child has these symptoms and they are being kept at home. I have had several conversations 

with parents today and we think they are in the best situation to make a judgement about their children but it might be 

sensible to err on the side of caution at this time. We are sending home a sheet today with this letter that suggests some 

activities for pupils who are self-isolating for 7 days. We hope they are useful to families in this situation. 

The other challenge we may have in keeping the school open is having enough staff, as these rules apply to them as well. 

If we are short of staff then difficult decisions may need to be made and could include  altering timetables, split/mixed 

classes and reduced capacity at certain times, eg lunchtime. It may also be more challenging to provide the extra support 

for pupils with specific SEND issues. Obviously there could also be a decision to close the school due to staffing but this 

would always be the last resort. 

It is really important that parents do not send children to school if they are unwell. We will also keep a close eye on all 

pupils and ask you to collect individual children if they are showing any signs listed above. 

Please rest assured that we will follow the advice we are given by the Department for Education and other bodies. 

Our main aim is to keep the school open and so we may need to make difficult decisions about non-essential activities, 

meetings, etc. Part of my job will be to help staff stay fit and healthy so that we can maintain our core role. As a result I am 

announcing that all clubs will finish today for the term. We apologise for the disruption. The football competition (girls) next 

week is also postponed. Next week we will make a decision about other events/’meetings that are happening in the 

following 2 weeks but there is a strong chance that these will be postponed as well. We will obviously let you know when 

we have made a final decision. The PTA have already decided to postpone the Easter Eggstravaganza on Thursday 2
nd

 

April. 

As a school we will continue to plan for possible closures but hopefully it will not to come to that. Thank you to everyone for 

all of your support, we really appreciate it. This is a time for our amazing ‘Portway Family’ to continue to work together to 

come through this difficult time. 

Best wishes, 
 
 
 
Tim Deery 
Headteacher  


