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June 2020  
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
We are rapidly approaching the end of a very difficult academic year that no-one could have predicted. The 
children would normally be saying goodbye to their teachers and finishing off the year before ‘stepping up' to 
their new class. We believe that ‘finishing the year’ for the children is really important, particularly for those 
children that have not yet had the opportunity to return to school.  
We have a plan! A plan that we need your help, understanding and support with! A plan that also asks you to 
consider the welfare of a child that is not your own. A plan that requires community spirit. We have been 
working closely with Portway Infant School on this plan. 
 
The Plan! 
The vast majority of children on our roll have not had the opportunity to come back to school this term. We 
would really love to give them the opportunity to visit before the end of the year to reunite with some of their 
friends, their classteachers and their LSAs. We would love to be able to provide an opportunity for this to take 
place at the end of term. However, we can only do that if the children currently lucky enough to attend give up 
their place for the last week of term to enable another Portway child to have a turn in school, albeit a somewhat 
brief one.  

With your support, we would like Year 6 to end their term on Friday 10th July. They have had the 
opportunity to be in school since the start of June and have spent time with some of their classmates 
and some of their teachers.  

With your support we also ask that any Key Workers with a child currently attending school also ends 
their term on Friday 10th July, if at all possible. However, if you are not able to secure childcare for the 
last week we will of course do our best to offer a Key Worker place for the remainder of term until 
Monday 20th July. 

This would then allow us to offer pupils in years 3, 4 and 5 the chance to come into school for 3 days to be with 
their classteacher (where possible). This would also give them an opportunity to reunite with staff and, most 
importantly, with a few of their classmates. The plan would be to offer them 3 days each with their teacher but in 
smaller groups to significantly reduce the chance of infection, especially in smaller areas, such as toilets, etc. 
We would still apply all of the health and safety control measures currently in place. If key worker children need 
to be in school for the final 6 days then, I am afraid, they will not be able to join their class as we need to keep 
the new pods the same throughout this period. We realise this is not ideal but this is the advice we have 
received from Public Health Hampshire about moving between pods. 

Each class will be split into 2 to ensure small numbers for safety and invited in for 3 consecutive days between 
13th and 20th July. Obviously this is just an offer for years 3, 4 and 5 and we will, of course, respect the wishes of 
those parents who choose not to send their child back to school. Every family’s circumstances are different. As 
soon as we know numbers we will allocate days for each child and let you know next week. (Classes will be split 
on an alphabetical basis.) The letter next week will have all of the details including start/finish times (this will be 
staggered), uniform requirements, lunch arrangements, etc. 

We are asking all parents in years 3, 4 and 5 to fill in a survey if they would like to take up this offer. We 
need this information to finalise the plans asap. The deadline for the survey is Thursday 25th June at 9 
PM.  

Survey Link: https://tinyurl.com/EOTparents 

https://tinyurl.com/EOTparents


   

We will also try and make the final week for our year 6 pupils as special as we possibly can, given the limitations 
we have. We have some ideas about this that we will share with you all in a later letter. 

We appreciate that this is a different plan for year 6 but we believe it is for ‘the greater good’ and is a fair 
response to the situation we find ourselves in. If you are a key worker parent we now need to know if you cannot 
find alternative childcare – please complete our Google survey, which is being sent in a separate email today. 
Please complete this by 9:00 pm on Thursday 25th June at the latest. This is a very short turnaround but will 
help us to start making plans as soon as possible.  

With this plan, term will now finish for all children on Monday 20th July (this will be a full day for those children 
in school on this day). This applies to both Portway Infant and Portway Junior School and we have been 
working closely together on this idea (you may notice our letters are pretty similar!)   

Therefore, we will be closing for the summer on Monday 20th July. We are re-allocating the lost day closures 
from the beginning of June to the final two days of term. On Tuesday 21st July and Wednesday 22nd July staff 
will be able to work with colleagues they have been separated from to complete the class handovers we have 
been unable to accommodate. This includes meeting with infant colleagues to hand over the Year 2 children’s 
files (all 120 of them) and to discuss their next steps for learning and their individual needs in order to ensure a 
smooth transition for these children. 

We all hope we can open normally in September but this is still unclear. We expect there will be further 
announcements, but please be assured that we aim to make our return to school in September as smooth as 
possible. Obviously we will keep you up-to-date when we receive firm guidance from the government. 

I have to say, once again, how grateful we have been for all of the messages of support you have sent us. This 
has been the most traumatic time for the whole of our society and certainly our school. Every decision we have 
taken has tried to consider the wellbeing of pupils and their families and this has led to a lot of hard work and 
extra effort from the whole of the Portway family. You are all amazing. Thank you. 
 
Warm regards 
 

 

 
Tim Deery 
Headteacher  
 
 
Key Dates (Draft) 
 
Thursday 25th June 9:00pm Key Worker Survey Closes 
Friday 10th July  Final Day for Year 6 Pupils 
Monday 13th July  Phased Contact days for Years 3, 4 & 5 begin (3 days per pupil) 
Monday 20th July  Final Contact day for Years 3, 4 & 5 
Monday 20th July  Last day of the year for pupils 
 
Monday 7th September Provisional date for School Re-opening (this obviously depends on government advice) 
 
 


