
November 2021

Dear Parents

Hooke Court Residential Trip: Wednesday 24th – Friday 26th November

This letter contains all the details you need to know about our planned residential trip to Hooke Court later this month and we
think that you’ll find it very comprehensive, but if you have any questions, please ring the school office.

This letter has gone to all children in Year 4 – if your child is not coming to Hooke Court, please disregard it.
1. Final payment must be made to the school immediately. The school has already paid Hooke Court for the trip and
we now require your full payment.

2. Children are to arrive at school by 9:00am on Wednesday 24th November. They do not need to wear school uniform.
Bags/cases (labelled with child’s name please) should be brought to the hall and left there and children taken to the dining hall
where they will be registered prior to leaving. We would ask that all parents leave once they have delivered their child to the
dining hall, as it will become rather crowded and chaotic if not. We will be leaving at about 9:30am approx and would hope to
return at approximately 3:40pm on Friday 26th November. No sweets, food or drink are allowed on the coaches.

3. Any medicines which children may require during the week, including travel sickness tablets, should be given to Miss
Windross or Mrs Staff on the morning of departure. Please make sure medicines are clearly named and dosage instructions
are given. Children should keep their own inhalers with them. If there are any medical/personal concerns you wish to inform
us of that are not contained on the medical form please contact Miss Windross or Mrs Staff and they will be happy to discuss
these with you.

4. COVID: Unfortunately, from our high number of cases in school, we know that this has not gone away. If you are able
to do a lateral flow test on your child on Tuesday, before the trip, it would be appreciated. Obviously if this shows as positive,
or your child shows symptoms - high temperature, continuous cough, loss of taste or smell - please don’t send them and
isolate them in line with current advice. If a child is unable to go to Hooke Court for Covid reasons, then the money for the trip
will be refunded. Please be aware that, if your child develops coronavirus symptoms whilst at Hooke Court, they will be
isolated from the group immediately and parents will be called to come and collect their child.
5. Contact with the school party should be made, if necessary in the case of an emergency, through the school during
the day, and Mrs Hammerton in the evening on 07852 700778.

6. Sweets/treats must not be brought or hidden in children’s suitcases. This is because of different allergies for both
pupils and staff and so that we can keep everyone safe. Staff will bring appropriate and safe treats.

7. Electronic equipment such as cameras, personal stereos/ipods, electronic games and mobile telephones must not be
brought. We will take plenty of photos and will share these on our website and with children on our return.
8. Please remember that your child will need to bring THEIR OWN LUNCH for Wednesday only! This is because
we arrive at Hooke Court at lunchtime and eating lunch will be the first thing we shall do! Lunch should be brought in
a carrier bag, separate to the suitcase and everything in it should be disposable.

PLEASE ALSO BE AWARE THAT, LIKE PORTWAY, HOOKE COURT IS A NUT-FREE SITE AND WE ASK THAT YOU DO
NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO TAKE ANY FOOD PRODUCTS AT ALL AND NOTHING CONTAINING NUTS WITH THEM
ON THE TRIP.

9. We will be spending a day in the role of a Roman and will be taking part in activities that Romans will have done.
Children can bring a costume for this day but if, as in previous years, it turns out to be a very cold day, we may decide not to
wear costumes so that we can be more warmly dressed! Costumes are not essential so, if your child prefers not to bring one,
that’s absolutely fine.

10. When we return back to school on Friday 26th at approximately 3:40pm, we would ask that you wait for your
children on the playground, (so that you can socially distance from others and we don’t have a crowd indoors).
Please don’t try to take children straight off the coach. As I’m sure you will appreciate, that particular time can be quite chaotic
and the adults responsible for the groups of children will need to know where they are at all times and that they go home with
the right parent and don’t disappear without trace. Each member of staff will bring their group from the coach to you on
the playground. When you have your child, you will be able to collect their bag which will have been unloaded from the coach
and lined up on the pavement for easy collection.

A suggested kit list can be found at the end of this letter – we need to be prepared for it to be cold and possibly wet! Please
ensure your child has lots of warm layers so that they can be easily put on or taken off, depending on the temperature. Every
child will also need a warm and waterproof outdoor coat.

We will be emphasising to the children that we expect a high standard of good behaviour in order to ensure that everyone has
a wonderful three days and we would be grateful if you would support us by talking to your child about the need for
responsible behaviour at all times. Also, in order to reassure you, should we feel it necessary to contact you in the event of
your child feeling unwell or extremely home sick then we would not hesitate to do so.

Thank you once again for your support.  Please do contact us if there is anything else that we can help you with.
Yours sincerely



HOOKE COURT KIT LIST

● Welly boots – in a named plastic bag.
● Trainers
● Indoor shoes
● Waterproof coat with hood
● Fleece
● Gloves / hat / scarf
● Underwear
● Socks
● Jumpers
● T-shirts
● Trousers / skirts
● Pyjamas
● Wash bag

● Towels
● Cuddly toy / teddy (essential!)
● Roman costume! (Not essential)

Four Useful Tips:

● When packing, please pack with your child. This way your child will know the items
that are in their suitcases and, when they are packing to come home (or when
things become lost) will recognise their own belongings!

● It would also be extremely helpful if all clothing, shoes, towels and coats
(including socks and pants!) could be labelled with your child’s name. This will
make it much easier to reunite lost items with their correct owners in a bedroom
shared by 6-10 children!

● All bedding pillows, duvets and sheets, are provided by Hooke Court. (And, in the
case of any bedwetting, there are plenty of spares)

● It would be very helpful if you could make sure your child knows how to put a duvet
cover and pillow case on (with lots of practise). It would be extremely helpful for
when we arrive and have to make up our own beds.


