
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Thursday 13th February 2020   

Dear Parents, 
 
I was sorry to miss you at the information meeting about Hooke Court last night, so thought I would write 
to let you know our plans.  
 

As you know, our Year 6 pupils currently go to Calshot Activity Centre down near Southampton for a 
week of adventure activities. We usually find, when going away for this week that some children have 
never been away from home before, and therefore find a whole week away from home and school to be 
particularly challenging.  
 

In order to make this less of a challenge for the children, for the last ten years we have arranged a 
different residential experience for Year 4 pupils, to help develop their confidence and give them a taste 
of how much fun a school residential trip can be.  
 

We chose Hooke Court because it is a small, family run centre in West Dorset. The centre is very small, 
secure and located in a tiny village in a very picturesque part of the country. Over the last ten years we 
have had some brilliant trips there and we are looking forward to going again. This year our residential 
visit will be from 25th – 27th November for a history (Roman) themed experience.  
 

Our experiences over years have been excellent and everyone has always had a brilliant time. Both 
children and staff thoroughly enjoy the activities we do, the food is delicious and the care we receive at 
Hooke Court from the staff there has always been super. We are very much looking forward to going 
again.  
 

I have enclosed a leaflet giving you information about the trip, how we will spend our time down there 
and, perhaps, most importantly, the cost of the two nights and three days. If you would like to see some 
photographs of our time away, then these can be located at www.portwayjunior.co.uk and click on ‘Year 
Groups’. Under the ‘Hooke Court Residential’ headings are the blog entries we wrote whilst we were 
away last time, as well as a few photographs – please enjoy browsing! There is also a display of photos 
in school that you can view when you are in for parents evening later this term.  
 

I understand that this kind of experience is not for everyone and you know your child best. However I 
would encourage you to have a think about the information I have included and, if you wish to talk with 
me further about any part of this, pop into school for a chat. If the financial side of things is concerning 
you, then I would advise you to make an appointment to chat with Mr Deery or myself, in the strictest 
confidence, as there are avenues we can explore to support you.  
 

I hope that you and your child will find this information exciting and will look forward to meeting you for a 
further chat if you wish. If you decide that this experience is right for your child, then a non-refundable 
deposit is due to be paid to school by Friday 1st May 2020 at the latest. Further payments can then be 
made in amounts of your choosing until 6th November 2020 and these will be recorded by the office staff 
on a payment card for you.  
 
Kind regards.  
 

 
Vicky Windross 
Deputy Headteacher   
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