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9 December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
We receive an update every day via the Department for Education (DfE) on the government’s response to 
coronavirus. 
 
You may have heard, or read in the media yesterday, that the DfE have announced that schools could decide, at this 
late stage, to make Friday 18th December an INSET day, this is primarily because they are asking schools to assist the 
NHS Test and Trace contact service for 6 days following the final day of teaching. This would mean school staff 
remaining ‘on call’ until the 24th December. They have also suggested it could be balanced by bringing forward the 
start of term in January. We will not be introducing a new day closure at such short notice.  We have already planned 
the last week of term and we also know that a late change could be very difficult for our families in terms of 
childcare.  
 
Taking into account yesterday’s announcements from the DfE regarding arrangements for the Christmas period, we 
want to let all families know what to do if their child has symptoms of Covid-19 or tests positive after the end of 
term. 
 
Obviously no-one wants a positive case this close to Christmas, and all families are also understandably worried they 
may have to self-isolate over the Christmas period if they, or their child, has been in close contact with a positive 
case. We do understand parents that may need to make decisions in the interests of keeping their families safe for 
the Christmas holiday. 
 
It’s worth reminding parents, children will only need to self-isolate if they have had contact with a positive case 
within 48 hours of that child’s first symptom. This means if a classmate develops symptoms 48 hours AFTER the end 
of term the other children in that class WILL NOT have to self-isolate, i.e. from Sunday evening onwards. 
 
Our staff will remain ‘on call’ to notify parents if we receive news of a positive case after the end of term and before 
Christmas. This will either be through contact from parents themselves or from Monday 21st through contact from 
NHS Test and Trace.  
 
 

Who/When to notify during the Christmas Break 

Saturday 19th December Child displays symptoms - 
MUST get tested 

Positive Test CONTACT SCHOOL using online form 

Negative Test  No further action 

Sunday 20th December Child displays symptoms - 
MUST get tested 

Positive Test CONTACT SCHOOL using online form 

Negative Test  No further action 

Monday 21st December 
onwards 

Child displays symptoms - 
MUST get tested 

Positive Test Test and Trace Service will contact 
anyone who needs to self-isolate 
(Schools will assist the NHS Test and 
Trace Service when called upon) 

Negative Test  No further action 



   

Department for Education’s Up-date on government’s response to coronavirus. 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more 

than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow 

contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), 

having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying 

close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

 

 
We have devised an online form asking for the information we need to support informing parents if their child needs 
to self-isolate following contact with a confirmed positive case. This will automatically go to each school and we can 
then make a decision about what action we need to take. It is important that if you have children in both Portway 
Infant School and Portway Junior School then you will need to complete the form for each child, using the specific 
link sent for the correct school. (This means it will go to the correct school and member of staff). 
 
Online Form 
 
Once again, we would like to thank you all for your support this term. We are very proud to lead the schools and we 
are also very proud of the way the ‘Portway Family’ has coped and stayed united through this very difficult period. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Miss Allen    Mr Deery 
Headteacher    Headteacher 
Portway Infant School   Portway Junior School 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/aYmtQ4MWy46RP1B17

