
August 31st 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

Return to School Arrangements for Monday 6th September 2021

I do hope you are enjoying the last few days of the summer holidays. I can’t believe that it won’t be long before
our children will be returning to our school!I am sure that you will be making the most of your last few days with
them. Apologies for a very long letter but I felt it would be useful to let you all know the current situation and
official advice.

As outlined in my letter dated at the end of last term, I have now met with members of our Senior Leadership
Team to assess the further government and local authority guidance with regard to Covid-19. I hope that this
letter will help you to plan for your child’s return to school next week and also to help to explain some of the
thinking behind our decisions.

We have been told to reduce the control measures that were in place for the majority of last year so will be
doing this. However positive cases are still high - both locally and nationally - so we still need to do everything
we can to protect vulnerable pupils, staff and members of the community. Primary school pupils are not being
vaccinated and we also have some staff who are yet to be fully vaccinated. Please avoid talking to staff at their
classroom doors, messages should be written in the school diary or emailed / phoned through to the office. It
would be naïve to assume that things will be completely back to normal and scientists are already predicting
that Covid cases are likely to increase further when schools re-open and sadly we know that further disruption
is a possibility. This has already been seen in Scotland when their pupils returned in August.

All schools are expected to have a contingency plan in case of a Covid outbreak, which is defined as 5 or
more cases. This was the case for us during the last few weeks of last term. Therefore we may need to take
action as a school in order to break chains of transmission and this might mean a temporary return to
measures such as staggered arrival/departures, mask wearing, class bubbles, etc. Obviously nobody wants
this so we all need to continue to work together and try to prevent this from taking place. It seems sensible to
still be a little cautious whilst still working to remove all measures that were in place over time.

Bearing all of this in mind I can confirm that, from next week our school will move away from class-based
bubbles but we are going to retain year group bubbles for the next few weeks. This will hopefully help to
reduce transmission if we have cases, which is likely to happen. Year groups will be having playtimes,
lunchtimes, etc together and we will be reintroducing year group assemblies.

As we outlined last term we are introducing a ‘soft opening’ at the start of the day. We have increased
lunchtime a little but will trial this over the coming weeks, starting off with a 45 minute lunch period where we
will keep year groups apart. The changes will mean that we have increased teaching time when compared
with the pre-covid timetable. Some specific detail is set out below for your information. Please note that there
are some changes from pre-covid arrangements so it is important that all parents read this carefully.



As previously, children with symptoms of Covid-19 must not attend school because of the potential risk to
others. Parents should arrange for a PCR test to be undertaken and children should isolate whilst awaiting the
result. However if a pupil (or vaccinated adult) comes in contact with a positive case they do not have to
isolate and can continue to attend school. They should arrange for a PCR test as soon as possible. We have
copied the advice we have received at the end of this letter.

The use of face coverings has been removed as a requirement in law, but it is recommended that they are
used in enclosed and crowded spaces. We are encouraging parents/visitors to wear a mask whilst on site, as
is the case in other public areas, but this will be reviewed. Please could everyone exercise sound judgement
with regard to this and show appropriate respect for those in your proximity. The main reception door will
remain closed and we will continue to use the intercom to reduce the risks of infection. On the first day of term
the office staff will be in the main hall to receive medication, etc and the side hall doors will be open for access.

Our school will continue to undertake sensible safety precautions during the school day in order to lower risks
of infection and stem any potential spread of the virus. This will be more specifically detailed in our revised risk
assessment but the control measures will include good hygiene, regular hand washing, increased cleaning
frequency and regular staff LFT testing. Guidance recommends good ventilation wherever possible and we will
keep windows open as long as possible whilst maintaining a comfortable working environment. You may have
seen in the media that the government will be providing all schools with carbon dioxide monitors for all rooms,
but we do not know when these will be received at this stage. There are some routines that are still being
reviewed eg parent consultations, after-school activities and we will look at these over the coming weeks. At
the moment we will not be having volunteers in school but we will review this as term progresses.

I do hope that this will help to clarify the situation with you; there are bound to be things that do not work or
need changing as we return and, as usual, we will update everyone, every Wednesday, via our newsletter, The
Portway Press. We hope that you will enjoy the final days with your children and we are very much looking
forward to seeing everyone again next week.

Best wishes,

TDeery
Tim Deery
Headteacher



Arrangements for the start of term

School Arrival

All children to arrive at school between 8:45 & 9:00 and in order to minimise people on the site at any one time
please restrict adults to an absolute minimum – 1 adult per family please or drop pupils off on site and allow
them to walk in on their own (if they are comfortable doing so). Pupils should go straight to their classroom
and, if they have to be on site prior to this, they must use the breakfast club (Opens from 8:15 and is £1.50 per
day as last year.) Parents do not need to walk children to their classrooms and, as paths are narrow, we urge
parents to drop off pupils where possible around the site. The main school building is not available to
unauthorised parents for safeguarding reasons.

(On Monday 6th September the same arrangements will apply but we will have staff around the site to guide
pupils / parents if they are unsure where to go. This will apply to our new pupils in Year 3 but please don’t
worry if you are unsure where to go - we will be around to help!)

Departure

All children will leave school at 3:10 pm. In order to minimise people on the site at any one time please restrict
adults to a minimum – 1 adult per family please. Parents are welcome to wait for their children at the end of
the day but please keep away from classroom doors and avoid being too near other adults. We are happy for
parents to wait for pupils at pre-arranged places around the site. Pupils will be reminded to return to the school
building if parents are not there to pick up as arranged. Please make it clear to your child what you have
arranged for them at the end of the day.

One Way system

As we all know the ‘classroom side’ of the junior site has narrow paths. In order to avoid congestion, we are
asking parents to still use a slightly changed one-way system. See map below.



Uniform
As previously notified we are maintaining the temporary uniform policy we introduced last year. Uniform is
worn at Portway to develop a sense of pride, identity and belonging in being a member of the school
community. After surveying parents on their views, we will be operating a ‘relaxed’ uniform for the year
2021-22 on a trial basis (review in summer 2022).
This is as follows:
● School jumper, cardigan, t-shirt or polo shirt (available at websites below)
● Dark blue/black jogging bottoms, leggings or similar (not other colours)
● Plimsolls or trainers (suitable for PE and not ‘fashion’ trainers - no heels or glitter!)
● Be smart - school is not a fashion parade (jeans, brightly coloured tops, make-up, jewellery etc are not allowed.)

Please ensure that everything is labelled with your child’s name! Including shoes & lunchboxes! Uniform
suppliers: www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk or www.happyfish.co.uk/

Breakfast Club & Portway Plus+ After-School Care
We will be running a breakfast club and Portway Plus after-school childcare as usual.
PortwayPlus+ will run from the end of the school day until 5.30pm and costs £11.00 per session. Parents will
need to book and pay for these sessions in advance. Please get in touch with the office if you require further
information.

Breakfast Club will run from the Junior Dining Hall. It will open at 8.15am and costs £1.50 per session. There is
no need to book. Payment can only be made online through your Scopay account.

Medication
If your child has a medical condition, and you need to bring in medication, please can we ask you to complete
the required forms (Administration of Medicines and, if appropriate, an Individual Healthcare Plan) and bring
them with you on the first day back. These forms can be found on our website at
www.portwayjunior.co.uk/medical-forms. If you don’t have access to a printer, we will have copies available at
school.
Our admin team will be booking in any medication via the main hall on Monday, 6th September, and we ask
that parents/carers use the hall side entrance (fire exits/doors).

Coffee Mornings & Start the Year Videos
As we said previously, we will be providing recorded ‘Start the Year’ meetings as last year they were popular,
could be viewed at any time and gave key information about the year group. We hope to send them out early
next week. We have also arranged a series of coffee mornings to give parents a chance to meet the staff who
work with their children. The dates are all below but there is no need to book - just turn up. They will be held in
the main hall and the side doors will be open for parents.

Tuesday 7th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3AW (8:45-9:45)
Wednesday 8th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3KT (8:45-9:45)
Thursday 9th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 3EC (8:45-9:45)
Friday 10th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4DI/4CA (8:45-9:45)
Monday 13th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in 4CF/4MK (8:45-9:45)
Tuesday 14th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 5 (8:45-9:45)
Wed 15th Sept Coffee Morning for parents of children in Year 6 (8:45-9:45)

http://www.stitch-a-logo.co.uk
http://www.happyfish.co.uk/
http://www.portwayjunior.co.uk/medical-forms


Official Advice re Positive Cases

What if someone tests positive or has symptoms? Do they need to isolate?

Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test (a test that is sent to the lab) on GOV.UK as soon as possible if you have
any of these 3 symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild:

● a high temperature
● a new, continuous cough
● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste.

You should also self-isolate straight away if:

● you've tested positive for COVID-19 either according to a PCR test or a lateral flow device test – this means you
have the virus. If you get a positive LFD test you should book a PCR test. A negative PCR test will override a
positive LFD test.

● someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (unless you are not required to self-isolate – see
below if this applies to you)

● you've been told to self-isolate following contact with someone who tested positive – find out what to do if you're
told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app.

Pupils should only self-isolate if they have symptoms or if they get a positive PCR or Lateral Flow Device (LFD) test.

If they develop symptoms or get a positive LFD test they should book a PCR test. A positive PCR test cannot be
overridden. If a pupil is asked to get a PCR test as a result of contact with a positive case they may continue to attend
education until they get the result of their PCR back.

And what will happen for people who have been in contact with positive cases?

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close
contact of someone with COVID-19, if  ONE of the following apply:

● they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (ie all primary pupils)
● they are fully vaccinated
● they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
● they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons.

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and
advised to take a PCR test. They do not need to isolate while awaiting the PCR test. We would encourage all individuals
to take a PCR test if advised to do so.

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend
school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal.

If none of the above applies, people should self-isolate as per the instructions from NHS Test and Trace.

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/

